Easing restrictions 


U.S. closer to the point where COVID-19 is 
no longer a constant crisis. NEWS, PAGE 4 


Hartford 


VOLUME CLXXXVI 


Consumer spending rises 


Americans ramped up spending last month 
as retail sales soared. NEWS, PAGE 12 


UConn defeats Seton Hall 


Sanogo has 20 points and 16 rebounds to 
lead Huskies to 70-65 win. SPORTS, PAGE 1 


More mild temps 


Cloudy and breezy; showers at 
night; high of 59. SPORTS, PAGE 6 
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$106M boost for Long Island Sound 


‘Unprecedented’ investment to improve 
environment, bolster fishing and tourism 


By Eliza Fawcett 
Hartford Courant 


An “unprecedented” $106 million 
investment in the Long Island Sound 
will improve the estuary’s environ- 
mental health and increase climate 
resiliency along its shoreline, federal 
and state leaders said Wednesday. 

“The Long Island Sound is the 
center of one of the most densely 


Pushing 


forward from 


harrowing 


survival story 


8 months after escaping 
condo collapse, Willis 
begins season as closer 





Dom Amore 
STORRS — For 15 minutes, Justin 


populated coastlines in the country, 
so it’s no surprise that some of the 
biggest challenges the Sound faces 
include vulnerable infrastructure 
along the coast and stormwater pollu- 
tions,” Janet McCabe, EPA deputy 
administrator, said in a press call. 
The $106 million allocated for the 
Long Island Sound is part of a much 
broader $50 billion effort by the EPA 
to improve the nation’s drinking 


water, wastewater and stormwater 
infrastructure. 

The funding will be delivered 
through the Bipartisan Infrastruc- 
ture Law to the Long Island Sound 
Study — a partnership between the 
agency, Connecticut and New York 
— over the next five years. Through 
the funding, officials said, communi- 
ties in Connecticut and New York will 
be better equipped to reduce storm- 
water pollution, restore wetlands and 
prepare for the impacts of climate 
change, including sea-level rise and 
more severe storms. 





“This 
money’s 
going to be 
Gov. Ned Lamont called Long invested 
Island Sound “our treasure, our Mona and make 
Lisa” — but said it is a resource that 
has not been properly cared for in the an extra- 
past. ° 
“This money’s going to be invested i din ary , 
and make an extraordinary difference d ifference in 
in our lives,” he said. li “ 
Mark Tedesco, the director of the our tives. 
EPA’s Long Island Sound Office, said 
the agency plans to make decisions — Gov. Ned Lamont 
about how the $106 million will be about the $106 
allocated this spring, and that proj- million allocated for 
Long Island Sound 


Turn to Funding, Page 3 


Willis and his family groped step by step 
through the darkness during the middle 
of the night, not knowing if the next step 


would bring them to safety or death. 
They made it down 11 floors, help- 
ing others get out. As they looked back 


Bs 


from the beach at the partially collapsed 


Champlain Towers South condo- 


minium in Surfside, Florida, on June 24, 


the condo that belonged to his grand- 
parents was right on the line. Willis 
estimated he and his sister were 15 feet 
from where the building broke apart 
and took the lives of 98 people. 


It’s not an experience from which one 


just “moves on.” 

“There was times when I would be 
like, ‘yeah, I’m doing great, “Willis said 
after throwing a scoreless inning in one 
of UConn’s last preseason scrimmages 
this past weekend. “And other times, 
you’ve just got to get yourself going 


Turn to Amore, Page 3 





Justin Willis, eight months removed from 
his harrowing escape from the collapsed 
Champlain Towers in Florida, will take the 
ball as UConn’s closer this season. 

DOM AMORE/HARTFORD COURANT 


Senators introduce 
Kids Online Safety Act 


Led by Richard Blumenthal, a Democrat 
from Connecticut, and Marsha Blackburn, 
a Republican from Tennessee, senators 


from both sides of the aisle came together 


Wednesday to propose a bill that aims 
to address the corrosive effects of social 
media on children’s mental health. 
Connecticut, Page 1 
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ECONOMY 


Feeling the pinch 
as inflation soars 


Gasoline to groceries, state consumers’ wallets hit 


By Stephen Singer and Kenneth R. Gosselin | Hartford Courant 


don’t rise uniformly. 


nflation over the 12 months of 2021 was 7.5%, which means an item selling for $100 
in January 2020 could have been had last month for $107.50. 
But economics isn’t that simple. 
The cost of everything has increased at the fastest rate since 1982. Yet prices 


Food prices jumped 7% and the price of clothes was up 5.3%, according to the U.S 
Department of Labor. Price increases were slightly less in the Northeast, with inflation 
overall at 6.3%. The price of clothes was up 3.2% and consumers paid 6% more for food. 





Inflation cost by item 
GASOLINE +41°o 


Average mid-grade in Connecticut 


gw Now: $3.65/gallon 
gw $2.59/gallon last year. 


SOURCE: AAA 


WHOLE MILK +6°o 


mg $3.82/gallon January 2022 
g $3.60/gallon December 2020 


SOURCE: U.S. Department of Agriculture 


MILLER LITE 
LAGER BEER +2.7%o 


mw $6.49/six pack now 
mw $6.30/six-pack a year ago. 


SOURCE: Miller, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 


GROUND BEEF +12.2°% 


mg $4.29/pound now 
m $3.80/pound last year 


SOURCE: Stop & Shop, US. Bureau of Labor Statistics 


CHICKEN 
BREAST +12.2°%o 


But that’s small fries compared with the 
price of energy, which soared 27%, driven 
by the rising cost of fuel oil and home 
heating. That pushes up costs elsewhere, 
accounting for activities as varied as trucks 
delivering food to supermarkets to elec- 
tricity that runs U.S. factories, computers 


University of New Haven. “A lot of the 
action is around energy prices.” 

At the South End Wellness Senior 
Center in Hartford, seniors who have 
long retired and are now living on fixed 
incomes say they have felt the pain of 
higher prices, everywhere from the gas 


mg $6.79/pound now 
= $6.05/pound last year. 


SOURCE: Stop & Shop, US. Bureau of Labor Statistics 


ABOVE: At the South End Wellness 
Senior Center in Hartford, Beulah 


and home appliances. 


“Energy is used in everything we do in 


pump to the grocery store. 
“T put in halfa tank, and it cost me $35,” 


the economy,” said Brian T. Kench, dean 


of the Pompea College of Business at the 
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Two women wave Ukrainian flags Wednesday to mark a“Day of National Unity” in 
Kramatorsk, Ukraine. ANDRIY ANDRIYENKO /AP 
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Williams, at left, and her husband Carl say 
they are spending between $20 and $40 
a week more on groceries. KENNETHR. 
GOSSELIN/HARTFORD COURANT 


West, Russia at odds over pullback 


US warns about troop buildup 
near Ukraine’s borders 


By Vladimir Isachenkov, 
Yuras Karmanau and Lorne Cook 
Associated Press 


KYIV, Ukraine — Ukrainians defied pres- 
sure from Moscow with a national show of 
flag-waving unity Wednesday, while the U.S. 
warned that Russia had added as many as 
7,000 troops near Ukraine’s borders despite 
Kremlin declarations that forces were being 
pulled back from the region. 

While a Russian invasion of Ukraine on 
Wednesday did not materialize, the United 
States and its allies maintain that the threat 
remains strong, with Europe’s security and 
economic stability in the balance. 

Russia has massed about 150,000 troops 
east, north and south of Ukraine, accord- 
ing to Western estimates. Russian Presi- 


Turn to Ukraine, Page 3 


2 Hartford Courant | Section] | Thursday, February 17, 2022 


FROM PAGE ONE 


TASTES GREAT 
HOT - COLD 





Acustomer in an East Windsor grocery store pays for groceries with inflation rates approaching 7.5%. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 


Inflation 


from Page 1 


said Estelle Freeland, who lives in 
Newington. “It usually cost me $15 
and no more than $20. I was just 
out of it when I saw the sign that 
said the cheapest was $3.42. I see it 
at the pumps. I see it at the stores.” 

Hartford resident Willie Mann 
said he’s driving less to conserve 
gas. He’s also started doing some- 
thing he hasn’t done before: stop- 
ping by a local social services 
agency that provides food, to 
supplement the produce, cereal 
and bread that he buys. 

“I always went straight to the 
regional market at times or to 
Price Rite and ShopRite and that 
would be it,’ Mann said. 

Hartford’s Beulah Williams 
said she and her husband Carl 
are spending $20-$40 a week 
more on food since prices started 
climbing. The couple is eating less 
meat so when there is a big sale, 
they stock up and load up their 
freezer. 

“It’s significant when you are 
on a fixed budget,” Williams said. 
“And the toilet paper. That’s gone 
sky high. I’m afraid people are 
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going to start hoarding again.” 

The price for a new car was 
12.2% higher and used cars and 
trucks cost consumers a signifi- 
cant 40.5% more in January than 
January 2021. Fewer new cars 
have been on the market because 
of computer chip shortages and 
supply chain bottlenecks caused 
by factory closings during the 
pandemic. As a result, demand 
soared for used cars. 

The causes of inflation have 
been known for a while. The 
pandemic is partly responsible, 
causing shortages in items as 
varied as cat food to semicon- 
ductors that are used in nearly all 
products that require power. 

Demand by consumers work- 
ing from home soared as supplies 
were crimped, creating classic 
conditions for inflation. 

Adding to that, Congress 
and President Donald Trump 
and later, President Joe Biden, 
approved trillions of dollars in 
federal spending to keep the 
economy from sinking under the 
weight of high unemployment 
and lost business and tax revenue. 

Another textbook cause of 
inflation emerged: “More money 
chasing a fixed number of goods,” 
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Kench said. 

Economist Donald Klep- 
per-Smith said inflation would be 
even worse, but the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics has changed 
how it calculates the Consumer 
Price Index, which is the basis for 
measuring the pace of inflation. 

Components do not include 
housing, which has posted red 
hot sales, but a rental equivalent 
instead, he said. And taxes are not 
included, he said. 

The result is that the federal 
government understates inflation, 
Klepper-Smith said. The reason, 
he said, is that the government 
saves trillions of dollars in trans- 
fer payments such as Social Secu- 
rity checks that are higher with 
cost-of-living adjustments pegged 
to the Consumer Price Index. 

“The CPI does not measure 
the cost of living,” Klepper-Smith 
said. “It measures the cost of 
surviving. It understates inflation 
as consumers are experiencing it.” 

Kench sees a path to a return 
to a more normal economy with 
inflation tamed. Pumping more 
oil will help push down energy 
prices, though it will likely gener- 
ate opposition from clean energy 
advocates. 


The supply chain will slowly 
be repaired and current high 
demand will wane, he said. 

For the moment, however, 
Kench said, “Inflation is real. It’s 
sustained. It could be self-rein- 
forcing.” 

Biden is now trying to remedy 
the inflation situation with 72 
distinct initiatives — from new 
rules for cell phone repairs to 
regulations on meatpacking to 
more merger reviews. But some 
business groups dispute the 
fundamental premise that compe- 
tition has faded within the U.S. 
economy and they are prepared 
to challenge the administration’s 
new initiatives in court. 

At the senior center in Hartford, 
Mann, a retired case manager for 
the Hartford Board of Education, 
said he remembers the long gas 
lines in the 1970s, another era of 
runaway inflation. 

“We had gas shortages, we had 
long lines,” Mann said. “We don’t 
see that now. But what we do see 
are gas prices going up.” 

Mann had hoped that Presi- 
dent Biden’s decision to release a 
portion of the strategic petroleum 
reserves would help, but it didn’t. 

Living with price increases, 
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Research Opportunity 
for Excessive Clutter 


ls it difficult for you to throw things 
away, even if you don’t need them? 


ls your home so cluttered that you have 
trouble using rooms or furniture? 


The Anxiety Disorders Center at the Institute of 
Living/Hartford Hospital is conducting a study 
investigating brain and stress responses in people 
with Hoarding Disorder. 


Participants are compensated $50 for their time. 
Studies are open to adults aged 18 to 65 years old 
that meet study criteria. 


Studies take place on site at the Institute of Living in 
Hartford, CT during normal business hours 
(Monday-Friday, 9-5). 


Hartford & 
HealthCare 


Institute of Living 
For more information, please 


call 860-545-7391 or e-mail 
ADC.research@hhchealth.org 
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old saybrook 


with the Florence Griswold Museum. 


dancing s 
The dance floor will be open 


2/20 Best of the Eagles 


magical aura of one of 


formerly known as Girls, Guns and G 


2/26 The Longest Johns 


and shanties. 


The Decemberists, you'll find a lo 
this band. 


3/1 Talisk 








SAYBROOK 
POINT 


thekate.or 


860.510.045 





2/18 Comedy Hypnotist Jim Spinnato = 


Watch as qudience volunteers release their 
comedic abilities all while under the influence 
of hypnosis. "Sleeping" was never this funny!! 


2/19 Frames in Film: |, Claude Monet 


Revealing the heart and soul of arguably the 
world’s most loved artist. A film co-presented 


2/19 Eight to the Bar & The Cartells 


Put away poe snow boots and grabyour . 
oes fora swinging night of dancing! 


Excellent musicians who expertly and quthen- 
tically re-create the songs, musi¢, vocals and 
he greatest rock bands. 


2/24 Ward Hayden & the Outliers 


Hailing from Boston, MA, this group ‘ee ‘A 
Ory. 
mix of country, Rock & Roll, and Blues. ” 


2/25 John McEuen and the Circle Band 


Sharing music and memories of Nitty Gritty Dirt 
Band and landmark Will the Circle Be Unbroken 
album plus an incredible 50-year career. 


A Bristol based, a capella folk music band, born 
out of a mutual love of traditional folk songs 


2/21 The Slambovian Circus of Dreams 


Their melodic avant-folk conjures a quirkier . 

Tom Petty or fuller Buffalo Tom with an exotic 

instrumental arsenal. If you like Dylan, Bowie, 
to love about 


Talisk ranks highly amongst the most in-de- 
mand folk-based groups to emerge from 
Scotland in the last decade and more. 
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OTHER COST 
INCREASES 


Inflation has Connecticut residents 
paying up to 40% more on some 
common items. Here’s how prices 
have changed in the last year. 


By percent in the past year: 


mg Medical care commodities, 1.4% 
increase 


m Physicians’ services, 2.6% 
increase 


m Alcoholic beverages, 2.7% 
increase 


m@ Rent, 3.8% increase 


@ Motor vehicle insurance, 4.1% 
increase 


g Airline fares, 4.9% increase 
gw Apparel, 5.3% increase 


m Fruits and vegetables, 5.6% 
increase 


m Food, 7% increase 


m Tobacco and smoking products, 
7% increase 


m Electricity, 10.7% increase 
m New vehicles, 12.2% increase 


mg Meats, poultry, fish and eggs 
12.2% increase 


m Gasoline (all types) 40% 
increase 


m Used vehicles, 40.5% increase 
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 


— Stephen Singer and Kenneth R. 
Gosselin, Hartford Courant 


Freeland said she is glad she has 
her family to fall back on when 
she needs it. 

It is upsetting, however, to 
hear people paying thousands of 
dollars for a ticket to the Super 
Bowl when so many struggle to 
buy the necessities, Freeland said. 

“T just feel like we’re in a 
chaotic situation,” Freeland said. 
“Tt just doesn’t seem to be ending. 
It just seems to be going higher 
and higher.” 


Associated Press contributed to 
this report. 


LOTTERY 
Wednesday, Feb. 16 


PLAY3 DAY 
8 4 2 Ws: / 


PLAY4 DAY 
247 3we:/7 


TUESDAY’S LATE NUMBERS 
PLAY3 NIGHT / 1 / WB: 9 
PLAY4 NIGHT 9 9 O Owes: / 
CASH53 6 19 24 27 
LUCKY FORLIFE25 2/7 28 31 38 LB:9 
LOTTO 13 28 32 34 39 4 


Zero first-prize winning 
ticket(s) sold. 


MEGA MILLIONS 
2 4 15 21 63 MB: 19 MP: 3 


Friday’s est. Lotto jackpot: 
$1 million 
Friday’s est. Mega Millions jackpot: 
$64 million 
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Funding 


from Page 1 


ects will likely begin this summer. 
“Tn many cases, projects that will 
affect or improve water and waste- 
water infrastructure will also have 
the benefit of climate resiliency, 
when we're talking about flooding 
and stormwater controls,” he said. 
U.S. Sen. Chris Murphy, 
D-Conn., emphasized the urgent 
need to protect residential commu- 
nities, industry and infrastructure 
along the shoreline from the devas- 
tating impact of climate change. 
“With sea level rise happen- 
ing at a rate never before seen in 
the last two millennia, we have 
an overabundance of projects to 
protect our shoreline,’ he said. “We 
have low-income communities in 
Connecticut that can’t afford on 
their own to make the investment in 
resiliency and clean water, without 
help from the federal government.” 
Safeguarding the Sound’s clean 
water has already improved habi- 
tats for whales, dolphins and 
seabirds, said Holly Drinkuth, 
Connecticut co-chair of the Long 
Island Sound Study Citizen’s Advi- 
sory Committee, who is also the 


Amore 


from Page 1 


again. That’s what it’s all about: 
Once you start to find rhythm in 
everyday life and stuff starts to get 
to the back of your head.” 

With the support of UConn’s 
baseball coaches, Willis canceled 
his summer ball plans and 
spent the time at his home in 
New Jersey with family as they 
processed and healed from the 
traumatic experience. 

“You can let it define you, or 
you can embrace it,’ Willis said. 
“T’ve been away from home for 
six years now, in college, summer 
ball, high school travel teams, 
and I think this is the closest my 
family has been,” 

Willis returned to UConn in 
September with his 2021 perfor- 
mance fresh in his coach’s minds, 
and when the Huskies begin the 
new season at South Florida on 
Friday night, Willis will be their 
closer. 

“T think he was a little bit more 
pensive,” said UConn coach 
Jim Penders, who checked on 
Willis frequently throughout 
the summer and fall. “He wasn’t 
super eager to talk about it, but I 
noticed he had a calmness about 
him. He probably was happy to 
be back around his teammates, 
back to some normalcy, back toa 
routine.” 

At 5 feet 8, and 202 pounds, the 
righthander does not have a clas- 
sic pitcher’s build but has shown 
a “Jersey toughness” Penders 
likes, and an air of confidence that 
makes his stuff, alow 90s fastball 
and quick, late-breaking slider or 
“slurve,” that much more effec- 
tive. 

Willis, who transferred from 
Vanderbilt, went 4-0 with a 2.60 
ERA in 16 games for the Huskies 
in 2021, getting crucial middle- 
and late-inning outs along the 
way to Big East regular-season 


Ukraine 
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dent Vladimir Putin has signaled 
he wants a peaceful path out of 
the crisis, and President Joe Biden 
promised that the U.S. would 
continue to give diplomacy “every 
chance,” but he struck a skeptical 
tone about Moscow’s intentions. 
Biden also insisted that Washing- 
ton and its allies would not “sacri- 
fice basic principles” respecting 
Ukraine sovereignty. 

Russian Defense Ministry video 
showed a trainload of armored 
vehicles moving across a bridge 
away from Crimea, the Black Sea 
peninsula that Russia annexed 
from Ukraine in 2014. It also 
announced that more tank units 
of the Western Military District 
were being loaded on trains to 
move back to their permanent 
bases after training exercises. 

But at the same time, Russia 
is continuing war games near 
Ukraine’s borders and across its 
vast territory. 
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As anor’easter churns the wind and water of Long Island Sound in October 2021, fisherman Adam Lurch braves the storm from rocks off Eastern Point in 
Groton. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 


director of outreach and watershed 
programs for The Nature Conser- 
vancy. The expanded federal funds 
will deepen those efforts, while 


also bolstering fishing, swimming, 
boating and tourism industries in 
the Sound, she added. 

U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal, 


D-Conn., noted that the funding 

represents the single largest invest- 

ment in the Long Island Sound. 
“It’s only adown payment — the 





Justin Willis, who narrowly escaped with his family when the Champlain Towers building in Miami collapsed last 
June, is taking over as UConn’s closer. The new season starts Friday. STEPHEN SLADE/COURTESY 


and tournament titles. 

“He’s ferocious out there,” 
Penders said. “He has no fear. It’s 
his mentality. He wants to finish 
games and nobody is going to 
touch his stuff. No matter what 
it is that day, he’s going to get you 
out. ... And if he doesn’t happen 
to have it that day and they get to 
him, he gives up a two-run jack to 
lose a ballgame, he’s not going to 
lose any sleep over it because he 
knows we're all just guaranteed 
this moment. Who knows that 
better than he does?” 

UConn has had a long string of 
closers who have gone on to the 


A senior U.S. administration 
official said the West detected 
that Russia had increased its force 
near Ukraine by 7,000 troops, 
with some arriving as recently 
as Wednesday, and that there 
had been a marked increase in 
false claims by Russians that the 
Kremlin might use as pretext for 
an invasion. 

The official said those claims 
included reports of unmarked 
graves of civilians allegedly killed 
by Ukrainian forces, statements 
that the U.S. and Ukraine are 
developing biological or chemi- 
cal weapons, and claims that the 
West is funneling in guerrillas to 
kill Ukrainians. 

The official was not authorized 
to speak publicly about sensitive 
operations and spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

The official also did not provide 
underlying evidence for the asser- 
tions. 

The U.S. and Europe are main- 
taining threats of harsh sanctions. 
Trust between East and West 
remains elusive. 


pros, including Caleb Wurster, 
drafted by the Florida Marlins 
after last season. Willis closed 

for a fall season at Vanderbilt and 
for most of two seasons in the 
New England Collegiate Baseball 
League. 

“The last out is only different 
if you let yourself believe it is,’ he 
said. 

UConn was 34-19 last season, 
including 16-1 in its new Elliot 
Ballpark, before being knocked 
out of the NCAA regional at 
Notre Dame. The program lost a 
lot of players to graduation, the 
MLB draft and injuries but has 


“We haven’t seen a pullback,” 
U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken told ABC News. “He 
(Putin) can pull the trigger. He 
can pull it today. He can pull it 
tomorrow. He can pull it next 
week. The forces are there if he 
wants to renew aggression against 
Ukraine.” 

State Department spokesman 
Ned Price said the U.S. had seen 
“more Russian forces, not fewer.” 

Asked why Russians would 
claim to be withdrawing when 
government intelligence, 
commercial satellite photos and 
social media videos showed no 
evidence of that, Price said: “This 
is the Russian playbook, to paint a 
picture publicly while they do the 
opposite.” 

NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg said the alliance also 
had not seen “any withdrawal of 
Russian forces,” as did multiple 
European governments. Before 
chairing a NATO defense minis- 
ters meeting in Brussels, he said: 
“If they really start to withdraw 
forces, that’s something we will 


reloaded with a strong influx 

of transfers. There could be as 
many as six transfers on the field 
in the season opener. Collegiate 
Baseball ranked the Huskies 
39th in its preseason poll, and 
named Friday night’s starter 
Austin Peterson a second-team 
All-American. 

“T like that we have a lot of 
veteran presence in our starting 
lineup,” Penders said. “But it’s the 
first time a lot of those veterans 
are playing in our uniform, so we 
know less about those veterans 
than guys we’ve had in the past. 
What I’ve seen so far, they’ve 


welcome, but that remains to be 
seen.” 

In the meantime, the alliance 
is examining this week how and 
when to rapidly dispatch troops 
and equipment to countries clos- 
est to Russia and the Black Sea 
region should Moscow order an 
invasion. 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy similarly dismissed the 
Russian withdrawal claims. 

“What is this? Rotations, with- 
drawal, returning back again,’ he 
said on a visit to the southeastern 
city of Mariupol. “It’s too early to 
rejoice.” 

The Ukrainian leader has 
repeatedly sought to project calm 
as well as strength during the 
crisis, declaring Wednesday a 
“Day of National Unity” 

“We are united by a desire to 
happily live in peace,” Zelenskyy 
said in an address to the nation 
earlier in the day. “We can defend 
our home only if we stay united.” 

Across the country, Ukrainians 
of all ages waved flags in the streets 
and from apartment windows. 
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to see how we can be there for your life. 


beginning, not the end,” he said. 


Eliza Fawcett can be reached at 
elfawcett@courant.com. 


blended very well with our 
culture. We’ve done a good job of 
identifying transfers who are not 
going to detract but add value.” 

UConn plays USF, Char- 
lotte and Louisville during its 
first weekend in Tampa, then 
returns to Florida to play North 
Florida and FIU in Jackson- 
ville the following weekend. 
After opening its home schedule 
against the University of Hart- 
ford on March 8, the Huskies go 
to California to play Pepperdine, 
USC, Long Beach State and San 
Diego, a schedule built for an 
at-large NCAA run. The Huskies 
were picked No. 1 in the Big East 
preseason poll. 

“The coaches do a good job of 
finding guys who fit this program, 
who just want to play baseball, 
maybe were unhappy and want 
to get another chance at it,” Willis 
said. 

“Tt’s Northeast baseball. It’s 
gritty, it’s wanting to be out 
here and thinking 45-50 degree 
weather is beautiful.” 

Willis’ parents, Albert and 
Janette Aguero, will be traveling 
to see most of UConn’s early road 
games and also watching Justin’s 
sister, Athena Aguero, compete 
in high school swimming. The 
closeness remains, as does the 
lesson of how precious every 
moment of life can be. 

“You’ve got to be the trusted 
one at the end of the game,” Willis 
said. “You get those jitters, you 
try to shock the system. You can 
be an adrenaline junkie, which 
you kind of have to be to bea 
closer. You’ve just got to center 
yourself back again and find that 
stuff. ‘OK, this is awesome, bases 
loaded, nobody out, I need to get 
out of this’ Something like the 
building, you just make your way 
out of here and let’s go to the next 
thing” 


Dom Amore can be reached at 
damore@courant.com 


Hundreds unfolded a 650-foot 
flag at Kyiv’s Olympic Stadium, 
while another was draped in the 
center of a shopping mall in the 
capital. 

In the government-controlled 
part of Ukraine’s eastern region of 
Luhansk, where Russian-backed 
separatists have been fighting 
Ukrainian troops since 2014, resi- 
dents stretched another huge flag 
across a street. 

Russia has repeatedly 
complained that the U.S. and 
NATO have not responded satis- 
factorily in writing to its secu- 
rity concerns. Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Maria Zakharova 
said Wednesday that Russia is 
in the final phase of preparing a 
formal response to the West. 

For now, Russia is flexing its 
muscle. Russian fighter jets flew 
training missions Wednesday 
over neighboring Belarus and 
paratroopers held shooting drills 
at firing ranges there as part of 
massive war games that the West 
feared could be used as cover for 
an invasion of Ukraine. 
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CDC weighs easing mask guidance 
Toon 


Push to lift mandates 
gains momentum as 
infections fall in US 


By Sara Burnett 


Associated Press 


The nation’s lead- 
ing health officials said 
Wednesday that the U.S. 
is moving closer to the 
point that COVID-19 is no 
longer a “constant crisis” as 
more cities, businesses and 
sports venues began lift- 
ing pandemic restrictions 
around the country. 

Dr. Rochelle Walen- 
sky, director of the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, said during a 
White House briefing that 
the government is contem- 
plating a change to its mask 
guidance in the coming 
weeks. Noting recent 
declines in COVID-19 cases, 
hospital admissions and 
deaths, she acknowledged 
“people are so eager” for 
health officials to ease mask- 
ing rules and other measures 
designed to stop the spread 
of the coronavirus. 

“We all share the same 
goal — to get to a point 
where COVID-19 is no 
longer disrupting our daily 
lives, a time when it won’t 
be aconstant crisis — rather 
something we can prevent, 
protect against, and treat,” 
Walensky said. 

With the omicron vari- 
ant waning and Americans 
eager to move beyond the 
virus, government and busi- 
ness leaders have been out 
ahead of the CDC in ending 
virus measures in the last 
week, including ordering 
workers back to offices, 
eliminating mask mandates 
and no longer requiring 
proof of vaccine to get into 
restaurants, bars and sports 
and entertainment arenas. 
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Philadelphia lifted its vaccine restrictions on indoor dining. Above, diners at the Reading Terminal Market. MATT ROURKE/AP 


The efforts have been 
gaining more steam each 
day. 

Philadelphia officials 
Wednesday said the city’s 
vaccine mandate for restau- 
rants was immediately 
lifted, though indoor mask 
mandates remain in place 
for now. At Disney World, 
vaccinated guests will no 
longer have to wear masks 
at the Florida theme park 
starting Thursday. Profes- 
sional sports teams have 
stopped requiring proof of 
vaccine for fans. 

Health Commissioner 
Chery] Bettigole said Phila- 
delphia’s average daily case 
count had dropped to 189 
cases per day in the city of 
more than 1.5 million people. 


Bettigole said the plunge in 
infections has been steeper 
in Philadelphia than else- 
where in the state or the 
country, making it easier 
to lift the vaccine mandate 
for restaurants and other 
businesses announced in 
mid-December and that 
just fully went into effect 
this month. 

“Our goal has always 
been to the least restrictive 
as possible while ensuring 
safety,” she said. 

In Provincetown, Massa- 
chusetts, a seaside town that 
became a COVID-19 hot spot 
with an early outbreak ofthe 
delta variant last summer, 
officials Tuesday lifted a 
mask mandate and vaccine 
requirement for indoor 


Tensions rise in Ottawa 
as police warn truckers 


Blockade continues 
despite Emergencies 
Act from Trudeau 


By Rob Gillies 
and Wilson Ring 


Associated Press 


OTTAWA, Ontario — A 
showdown appeared to 
be shaping up in Ottawa’s 
nearly three-week siege 
by truckers protesting the 
country’s COVID-19 restric- 
tions as police in the capital 
warned drivers on Wednes- 
day to leave immediately or 
risk arrest. 

The big rigs parked 
outside Parliament repre- 
sented the movement’s last 
stronghold after demonstra- 
tors abandoned their sole 
remaining truck blockade 
along the U.S. border. 

With that, all border 
crossings were open for the 
first time in more than two 
weeks of unrest, center- 
ing attention on the capi- 
tal, where drivers defiantly 
ripped up warnings telling 
them to go home. 

Authorities went from 
rig to rig, knocking on the 
doors and handing truck- 
ers leaflets informing them 
they could be prosecuted, 
lose their licenses and see 
their vehicles seized under 
Canada’s Emergencies Act. 
Police also began ticketing 





Former President Donald 
Trump has fought to keep 
White House visitor logs 
private. EVAN VUCCI/AP 2020 


vehicles. 

There was no immediate 
word from police on when 
or if they might move in to 
clear the hundreds of trucks 
by force. But protest leaders 
braced for action. 

“Tf it means that I need to 
go to prison, if I need to be 
fined in order to allow free- 
dom to be restored in this 
country — millions of people 
have given far more for their 
freedom,” said David Pais- 
ley, who traveled to Ottawa 
with a friend who is a truck 
driver. 

The warnings came two 
days after Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau invoked 
the emergency law to try to 
break the protests. 

“It’s not for politicians to 
tell police when and how 
to do things. What we have 
done with the emergency 
act is to make sure the police 
have the necessary tools,” 
Trudeau said Wednesday. 

The crisis has become one 
of the most serious tests yet 
for Trudeau, who has long 
channeled the star power 
— if not quite the political 
heft — of his father, Pierre 
Trudeau, who was prime 
minister a generation ago. 

Some lawmakers are 
faulting the younger 
Trudeau for not moving 
more decisively against the 
protests, while others are 
accusing him of going too 


far in assuming emergency 
powers. 

Since late January, 
protesters in trucks and 
other vehicles have jammed 
the streets of the capital and 
obstructed border crossings. 
The demonstrations by the 
self-styled Freedom Convoy 
initially focused on Canada’s 
vaccine requirement for 
truckers entering the coun- 
try but soon morphed into a 
broad attack on COVID-19 
precautions and Trudeau 
himself. 

On Wednesday, protest- 
ers who had stopped traffic 
and trade for a week along 
the U.S. border at Emerson, 
Manitoba, opposite North 
Dakota, pulled away in trac- 
tors and trucks without any 
arrests. 

The protests have drawn 
support from right-wing 
extremists and have been 
cheered on and received 
donations from conserva- 
tives in the U.S., triggering 
complaints in some quar- 
ters that America and its 
pandemic politics have been 
a bad influence on Canada. 

Daniel Bulford, a protest 
leader who described 
himself as a former offi- 
cer with the Royal Cana- 
dian Mounted Police and a 
recent member of Trudeau’s 
security detail, accused the 
Trudeau government of 
resorting to “extreme and 


spaces like restaurants and 
bars. 

Town Manager Alex 
Morse said the community 
of 3,000 recorded zero active 
cases last week among Prov- 
incetown residents — some- 
thing that hasn’t happened 
since the surge following last 
year’s July 4 celebrations. 

“We are learning to live 
with, and mitigate, the 
impact of the virus on our 
community,” Morse said. 

COVID-19 infections and 
hospitalizations have fallen 
sharply in the U.S., with the 
seven-day rolling average 
for daily new cases dropping 
from about 453,000 two 
weeks ago to about 136,000 
as of Tuesday, according to 
data from Johns Hopkins 
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University. Hospitaliza- 
tions are at levels similar 
to September, when the 
U.S. was emerging from the 
delta variant surge. Almost 
65% of Americans are fully 
vaccinated. 

“As a result of all this 
progress and the tools we 
now have, we are moving to 
a time where COVID isn’t 
a crisis but is something 
we can protect against and 
treat,” said Jeff Zients, the 
White House coronavirus 
response coordinator. 

Walensky said the CDC 
“will soon put guidance 
in place that is relevant 
and encourages preven- 
tion measures when they 
are most needed to protect 
public health and our 
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hospitals.” 

She suggested any 
changes will take into 
account measures of 
community transmission, as 
well as hospitalization rates 
or other gauges of whether 
infected people are becom- 
ing severely ill. They also 
would consider available 
bed space in hospitals. 

Several states with indoor 
mask mandates announced 
last week they would be 
lifted in coming weeks, also 
citing promising numbers. 

Two music festivals that 
draw thousands of people to 
the California desert town 
of Indio in April and May, 
Coachella and Stagecoach, 
also said this week there will 
be no vaccination, mask- 
ing or testing mandates in 
accordance with local guide- 
lines. 

Coachella also noted that 
could change along with 
COVID-19 conditions. 

In Philadelphia, Bettigole 
said the vaccine mandate 
helped spur “a very large” 
increase in pediatric vacci- 
nations, pushing the city 
way ahead of the national 
average for first doses 
among kids ages 5 to 11. 
More than 53% of Philadel- 
phia residents in that age 
group have received a first 
dose, compared to closer to 
30% nationally, she said. 

Walensky said the CDC 
wants to “give people a break 
from things like mask-wear- 
ing” when circumstances 
improve, though be able 
to mask up again if things 
worsen. She also said there 
will be instances where 
people should continue to 
wear masks even if preven- 
tion measures ease. 

Examples include when 
individuals have symptoms 
of COVID-19 or are within 
10 days after being diag- 
nosed with it. 


downtown Ottawa, Ontario, continues on Wednesday. SCOTT OLSON/GETTY 


authoritarian” measures to 
quell the demonstrations. 
Protest organizers 
encouraged supporters to 
come to the capital to make 
it difficult for police to clear 
them out. But the nation’s 
top safety official warned 
them to stay away or face 
legal consequences. 
Meanwhile, the premiers 
of two Canadian provinces 
and 16 U.S. governors sent a 
letter to Trudeau and Pres- 
ident Joe Biden calling on 
them to end their nations’ 
vaccine mandates for truck- 
ers crossing the border. 
Over the past weeks, 


authorities hesitated to 
move against many of the 
protesters around the coun- 
try, citing In some cases a 
lack of manpower and fears 
of violence. 

But the bumper-to- 
bumper occupation has 
infuriated many Ottawa resi- 
dents, who have complained 
of being harassed and intim- 
idated on the clogged streets. 
The rising frustration cost 
Ottawa Police Chief Peter 
Sloly his job this week. 

An Ottawa child welfare 
agency advised parents 
at the demonstration to 
arrange for someone to take 


care of their children in the 
event ofa police crackdown. 
Some protesters had their 
youngsters with them. 

Police in the capital 
appeared to be following 
the playbook that authori- 
ties used over the weekend 
to break the blockade at the 
economically vital Ambas- 
sador Bridge connecting 
Windsor, Ontario, to Detroit. 

Police there handed out 
leaflets informing protest- 
ers they risked arrest. After 
many of those demonstra- 
tors left, police moved in 
and arrested dozens who 
remained. 


Biden orders release of Trump White House logs to panel 


By Colleen Long 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Pres- 
ident Joe Biden is ordering 
the release of Trump White 
House visitor logs to the 
House committee investi- 
gating the riot of Jan. 6, 2021, 
once more rejecting former 
President Donald Trump’s 
claims of executive privi- 
lege. 

The committee has 
sought a trove of data from 
the National Archives, 
including presidential 


records Trump had fought 
to keep private. The records 
being released are visitor 
logs showing appointment 
information for individuals 
who were allowed to enter 
the White House on the day 
of the insurrection. 

In a letter sent Monday 
to the National Archives, 
White House counsel 
Dana Remus said Biden 
had considered Trump’s 
claim that because he was 
president at the time of the 
attack on the U.S. Capitol, 
the records should remain 


private, but decided it was 
“not in the best interest of 
the United States” to do so. 

She also noted that the 
Biden administration 
“voluntarily discloses such 
visitor logs on a monthly 
basis,” as did the Obama 
administration, and that 
the majority of the entries 
over which Trump asserted 
the claim would be publicly 
released under the current 
policy. 

A Trump spokesman did 
not immediately respond to 
a request for comment on 


the decision. 

The Presidential Records 
Act mandates that records 
made by a sitting president 
and his staff be preserved in 
the National Archives, and 
an outgoing president is 
responsible for turning over 
documents to the agency 
when leaving office. Trump 
tried but failed to withhold 
White House documents 
from the House committee 
in adispute that was decided 
by the Supreme Court. 

Biden has already made 
clear that he is not invok- 


ing executive privilege 
concerning the congressio- 
nal investigation unless he 
absolutely must. Biden has 
waived that privilege for 
much other information 
requested by the commit- 
tee, which is going through 
the material and obtaining 
documents and testimony 
from witnesses, including 
some uncooperative ones. 

The committee is focused 
on Trump’s actions from 
Jan. 6, when he waited hours 
to tell his supporters to stop 
the violence. 
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The American Cancer Society and the American 
Cancer Society Cancer Action Network stand 
ready to work with you and Congress to end 
cancer as we know It. 
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action. The American Cancer Society is dedicated to improving the lives of cancer patients 
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than a century of impact. The American Cancer Society has provided more than $3.1 billion in 
cancer research funding since 1991 and works in over 5,000 communities in the nation each 
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public policies at all levels of government. Significant investment in research, advocacy, and 
direct patient support has driven declines in cancer death rates to date. 


The federal government also plays a critical role in our ability as a nation to accelerate the 
fight and save more lives from cancer. So, let’s meet the moment together by getting cancer 
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promote discovery. 


The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network calls on Representative DeLauro 
to work with colleagues in Congress to finish the FY22 Appropriations process, including 
increased funding for CDC, NIH, NCI, and investment to launch the Advanced Research 
Projects Agency for Health (ARPA-H). 


On behalf of all cancer patients and their families, let’s get to work together to end 
cancer as we know It. 


> 
Cancer Action 
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On purchases of $5000 or more (after discount) made on your La-Z-Boy Furniture Galleries Credit 
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5600 Se\Olatell NATALIE $1199 


EXCLUSIVE RUG SALE - ALL RUGS 30% OFF* 
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a! a BeU eRa NE piel Bae Grae Eee Rees. 
SOFAS, SECTIONALS, CHAIRS & A WHOLE LOT MORE. ? ve Loge Comgolabty’ 


Visit la-z-boy.com or call your local store for current store hours 





BROOKFIELD, CT 227 Federal Rad................ 203-740-1664 MILFORD, CT 1750 Boston Post Rd............. 203-301-0312 
MANCHESTER, CT 233 Buckland Hills Dr...860-648-8935 NEWINGTON, CT 3050 Berlin Turnpike......... 860-665-0249 


“Discount excludes advertised items, select styles, clearance and cannot be combined with any other promotional offer, excluding financing. Offer valid February 8, 2022 through February 28, 2022. Prices do not include delivery fees. Wall recliners are $150 additional when available. 
Photographs are representative of promotional items, actual selection may vary. Featured items may not be stocked as shown, Valid only at participating La-Z-Boy Furniture Galleries locations. La-Z-Boy is committed to accurate advertising, but errors in product descriptions, photographs, 


pricing or dates may occur. We are not bound by any such errors, and we reserve the right to correct them prior to any sale of merchandise. C onne ct with us: 

“Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly . 

payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; (a) 

Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. Any discount, coupon, manufacturer rebate, or other promotional offer applied at time of purchase will reduce your total purchase amount and Fj wT 6 T 2 2 . 0) 2 | 7 


may result in you not satisfying the minimum qualifying purchase amount required. 
tGenuine leather used on seating, arm and footrest areas matched with high-quality synthetic material on other minimal-wear areas of the furniture. 
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NEWS BRIEFING 


EU able to withhold 
funds from Hungary, 
Poland, top court rules 


From news services 


BRUSSELS — The Euro- 
pean Union’s highest court 
said Wednesday that the 
27-nation bloc can suspend 
support payments to 
member states if they breach 
rule of law principles. 

The right-wing govern- 
ments of Hungary and 
Poland, which had chal- 
lenged the EU’s right to take 
such action, responded by 
arguing that the rule lacked a 
proper legal basis and would 
fundamentally interfere with 
their running of national 
business. 

Both nations have come 
under increasing criticism 
over the past few years for 
veering away from demo- 
cratic norms with policies 
such as exerting excessive 
control over the judiciary, 
stifling media freedom and 
denying the rights of LGBT 
people. 

When it comes to demo- 
cratic principles, “the Euro- 
pean Union must be able to 
defend those values, within 
the limits of its powers,” the 
European Court of Justice 
said in Wednesday’s ruling. 

The decision was the last 
legal impediment to EU 
institutions withholding 
funds from any government 
they consider to be at odds 
with core democratic prin- 
ciples. The rule, seen as the 
EU’s most potent weapon 
to prevent a democratic 
rift from deepening within 
the bloc, was approved 14 
months ago, but the execu- 
tive European Commission 
waited to apply it. 

EU Commission Presi- 
dent Ursula von der Leyen 
promised to “act with deter- 
mination,” and EU legisla- 
tors immediately urged her 
to start enforcing the rule 
within days. Withholding 
any funds could take until 
the end of the year because 
of institutional rules and a 
tortuous approval process 
that needs majority approval 


of member states. 

Polish Justice Minister 
Zbigniew Ziobro — who is 
responsible for many of the 
changes seen as eroding the 
independence of judges — 
called the court’s move a 
turning point. 

“It is a gloomy date that 
will be written in the history 
books,” Ziobro said. “From 
an area of freedom, the EU is 
changing into an area where 
it will be possible to use 
unlawful violence in order to 
take this freedom away from 
member states and limit their 
sovereignty.” 

Hungarian Justice Minis- 
ter Judit Varga called the 
court ruling a “political judg- 
ment” and proof that the EU 
was abusing its power. 


Zinke investigation: Former 
US. Interior Secretary Ryan 
Zinke misused his position 
to advance a commercial 
development project that 
included a microbrewery in 
his Montana hometown and 
lied to an agency ethics offi- 
cial about his involvement, 
according to a report by 
federal investigators released 
Wednesday. 

The investigation by the 
agency’s inspector general 
found that Zinke continued 
work on the project through 
a nonprofit foundation in 
the resort community of 
Whitefish, Montana, after 
he committed upon taking 
office to break ties with the 
foundation. 

The report also said Zinke 
gave incorrect and incom- 
plete information to an ethics 
official who confronted him 
over his involvement, and 
that Zinke ordered staff to 
help him with the project. 

Zinke is a candidate in the 
June Republican primary for 
an open Montana congres- 
sional seat, a position he held 
prior to joining former Pres- 
ident Donald Trump’s Cabi- 
net. 

His campaign blasted the 
investigative report as “a 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 


UCONN VS XAVIER 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19 


GAMPEL PAVILION 
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Gas tanker explosion: Emergency personnel work to bring a fire under control after a gasoline tanker overturned and crashed 
early Wednesday morning in Rockville Centre, New York. Fire officials said the tanker was carrying 9,200 gallons of gas when it 
crashed into a vacant furniture showroom. The driver and three firefighters who responded were injured. ALEX DIGREGORIO/AP 


political hit job” 


San Francisco school board: 
San Francisco residents 
recalled three members of 
the city’s school board Tues- 
day for what critics called 
misplaced priorities and 
putting progressive politics 
over the needs of children 
during the pandemic. 

Mayor London Breed will 
now appoint board replace- 
ments who will serve until 
another election in Novem- 
ber. 

The school board has seven 
members, all Democrats, but 
only three were eligible to be 
recalled: school board Pres- 
ident Gabriela Lopez, Vice 
President Faauuga Moliga 
and Commissioner Alison 
Collins. 

Opponents called the 
recall a waste of time and 
money as the district chal- 
lenges include a $125 million 
budget deficit and the need 
to replace retiring Superin- 
tendent Vincent Matthews. 

Parents in the politically 
liberal city launched the 
recall effort in January 2021 
out of frustration over the 


slow reopening of district 
schools, while the board 
pursued the renaming of 44 
school sites and the elimina- 
tion of competitive admis- 
sions at the elite Lowell High 
School. 


Deadly shark attack: A 
swimmer ona Sydney beach 
in Australia died after being 
attacked Wednesday by 
what witnesses described as 
a15-foot great white shark. 

It was the first fatal shark 
attack in Sydney since 1963. 

A witness said the swim- 
mer was in the water when 
the shark “came and attacked 
him vertically.” 

Police closed Little Bay 
Beach as they continued to 
search the area for the shark. 

According to researchers 
with the International Shark 
Attack File, Australia led the 
world with three unpro- 
voked shark-related deaths 
in 2021. 

There were a total of 11 
worldwide. 


Africa vaccine factories: 
German vaccine maker 
BioNTech, which developed 
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the first widely approved shot 
against COVID-19 together 
with Pfizer, unveiled plans 
Wednesday to establish 
manufacturing facilities in 
Africa that would boost the 
availability of much-needed 
medicines on the continent. 

The modular design 
consists of shipping contain- 
ers fitted with the equip- 
ment necessary to make the 
company’s mRNA-based 
vaccine. 

BioNTech has been crit- 
icized by some campaign 
groups for refusing to 
suspend its vaccine patents 
and let rivals manufacture 
the shots as part of an effort 
to make them more widely 
available, especially in poor 
countries. 

The first facility will be 
shipped to either Senegal or 
Rwandain the second half of 
this year, BioNTech said. 


Botched baptisms: Thou- 
sands of baptisms performed 
by a priest who served in 
Arizona for 16 years are 
now presumed to be invalid 
because he used incorrect 
wording on a subtle but key 
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component of the sacra- 
ment, Roman Catholic offi- 
cials said. 

People affected were 
baptized by the Rev. Andres 
Arango, who served in three 
parishes from September 
2005 until his resignation 
Feb. 1. 

Arango’s error was in 
saying, “We baptize you in 
the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit,” when he should have 
begun the sentence by saying, 
“T baptize you.” 

“The issue with using ‘We’ 
is that itis not the community 
that baptizes a person, rather, 
it is Christ, and Christ alone, 
who presides at all of the 
sacraments, and so it is Christ 
Jesus who baptizes,’ Bishop 
Thomas Olmsted wrote in a 
mid-January message on the 
website for the Diocese of 
Phoenix. 

The Vatican in June 2020 
issued the guidance declar- 
ing that the formula “We 
baptize you...” was invalid 
and that anyone who was 
baptized using it must be 
rebaptized using the proper 
formula. 
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WORLD & NATION 


Pedestrian deaths jump in pandemic 


Nationwide flare-up 
of reckless driving 
behind grim trend 


By Simon Romero 
The New York Times 


ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.— 
After a festive evening spent 
viewing a display of holiday 
lights, Aditya Bhattacharya 
and his family were crossing 
a street to head home. 

Then a driver blew past 
a red light, slamming into 
him and his 7-year-old son, 
Pronoy. 

“T took one step, that’s the 
last thing I remember,” said 
Bhattacharya, 45. “When I 
regained consciousness, all 
I could hear was my wife 
sitting on the sidewalk, 
screaming, ‘Pronoy’s dead.” 

The boy’s death at a cross- 
walk in December, and the 
seven-week manhunt to 
find the driver, jolted many 
people in this part of the 
West to the grim count of 
pedestrian deaths, which 
began surging in New 
Mexico and other states in 
2020. 

Two years into the 
pandemic, such fatalities are 
soaring into record territory 
amid a nationwide flare-up 
in reckless driving. 

In various initiatives to 
reverse the trends, authori- 
ties in one state after another 
are citing factors from the 
rise in anxiety levels and 
pandemic drinking to the 
fraying of social norms. 

Last year, New Mexico 
recorded 99 pedestrian 
deaths, up from 81 in 2020, 
and the most since it began 
tracking such incidents in 
the 1990s. But while Sun Belt 
states have been hit partic- 
ularly hard, the pedestrian 
death toll spiked last year in 
many parts of the country. 

New Jersey had its high- 
est number of pedestrian 
fatalities in more than 30 
years. Last year was also the 
deadliest on Utah’s roads 
since the start of the century, 
as pedestrian deaths rose 
22%. Washington state 
ended 2021 with a 15-year 
high in traffic fatalities. 
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Dr. Deepshikha Nag Chowdhury and one of her sons at their home in Albuquerque. A driver ran a stop sign in December and killed 
her 7-year-old son, Pronoy. The driver fled and surrendered to U.S. Marshals on Jan. 31. ADBRIA MALCOLM/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


Going into the pandemic, 
some traffic specialists were 
optimistic that pedestrian 
deaths would decline. After 
all, millions of motorists 
were slashing their driving 
time and hewing to social 
distancing measures. 

The opposite happened. 

Empty roads allowed 
some to drive much faster 
than before. Some police 
chiefs eased enforcement, 
wary of face-to-face contact. 
For reasons that psychol- 
ogists and transit safety 
experts are just beginning to 
explain, drivers also seemed 
to get angrier. 

Dr. David Spiegel, director 
of Stanford Medical School’s 
Center on Stress and Health, 
said many drivers were 
grappling with what he calls 
“salience saturation.” 

“We’re so saturated with 
fears about the virus and 
what it’s going to do,” Spie- 
gel said. “People feel that 
they get a pass on other 
threats.” 

Spiegel said another 
factor was “social disen- 
gagement,” which deprives 


people of social contact, 
a major source of plea- 
sure, support and comfort. 
Combine that loss with 
overloading our capacity 
to gauge risks, Spiegel said, 
and people are not paying 
as much attention to driv- 
ing safely. 

“Tf they do, they don’t care 
about it that much,” Spiegel 
said. “There’s the feeling 
that the rules are suspended 
and all bets are off.” 

Crashes killed more than 
6,700 pedestrians in 2020, 
up about 5% from the esti- 
mated 6,412 the year before, 
according to the Governors 
Highway Safety Association. 

Based on another 
commonly used road safety 
metric — vehicle miles trav- 
eled — the group projected 
that the pedestrian fatal- 
ity rate spiked about 21% 
in 2020 as deaths climbed 
sharply even though people 
drove much less that year, 
the largest ever year-over- 
year increase. And prelim- 
inary data from 2021 
indicates another increase 
in the number of pedestrian 


deaths. 

While other developed 
countries have made strides 
in reducing pedestrian 
deaths over the last several 
years, the pandemic has 
intensified several trends 
that have pushed the United 
States in the other direction. 
Crashes killing pedestrians 
climbed 46% over the last 
decade, compared with a 
5% increase for all other 
crashes, according to the 
Governors Highway Safety 
Association. 

Angie Schmitt, who 
describes pedestrian deaths 
as a “silent epidemic” in a 
new book, said the reasons 
included an aging popula- 
tion, in which older pedes- 
trians are more vulnerable, 
and the growth of the Sun 
Belt region, where cities 
were designed after World 
War II to prioritize speed 
over safety. And ballooning 
sizes of SUVs and trucks, 
which have grown heavier 
with higher front ends, 
strike people on foot with 
greater force than before. 

Others warn that since 





A bicyclist on Wednesday makes his way past cars destroyed by a flash flood in Petropolis, 
Brazil. Officials said the area received 10 inches of rain Tuesday. CARL DE SOUZA/GETTY-AFP 


Officials: Devastating floods, 
mudslides kill scores in Brazil 


By Diarlei Rodrigues 
and David Biller 


Associated Press 


PETROPOLIS, Brazil — 
The death toll from devas- 
tating mudslides and floods 
that swept through a moun- 
tainous region of Rio de 
Janeiro state has reached 
78, local authorities said 
Wednesday. 

The city of Petropolis 
was slammed by a deluge 
Tuesday, and Gov. Clau- 
dio Castro said almost 400 
people were left homeless. 
Searchers picked through 
the wreckage; 21 people 
were recovered alive. 

Civilians joined the ofh- 
cial recovery efforts. 

Among them were Pris- 
cila Neves and her siblings, 
who looked through the 
mud for any sign of their 
disappeared parents, but 
found only clothing. Neves 
said she had given up hope 
of finding her parents alive. 

And Rosilene Virgilio, 49, 
was in tears as she recalled 
the desperate pleas from 
someone she couldn’t save. 

“There was a woman 
screaming, ‘Help! Get me 
out of here!’ But we couldn’t 
do anything; the water was 
gushing out, the mud was 
gushing out,” Virgilio said. 


The stricken moun- 
tain region has seen simi- 
lar catastrophes in recent 
decades, including one 
that caused more than 900 
deaths. In the years since, 
Petropolis presented a plan 
to reduce risks of landslides, 
but work has advanced 
slowly. 

Castro told reporters 
Wednesday that the situa- 
tion “was almost like war” 
and that he was mustering 
all the state government’s 
heavy machinery to help dig 
out the buried area. 

The state fire depart- 
ment said late Tuesday the 
area received just over 10 
inches of rain within three 
hours — almost as much as 
during the previous 30 days 
combined. Petropolis’ civil 
defense authority said more 
rain was expected. 

Video posted on social 
media Tuesday showed cars 
and houses being dragged 
away by landslides, and 
water swirling through 
Petropolis and neighboring 
districts. 

The Globo television 
network Wednesday 
showed houses buried 
beneath mud in areas fire- 
fighters hadn’t yet been able 
to access. Several streets 
remained inaccessible as 


cars and household goods 
piled up, blocking access to 
higher parts of the city. 

“The neighbors came 
down running and I gave 
them shelter,” bar owner 
Emerson Torre, 39, recalled. 

But under torrents of 
water, his roof collapsed. He 
managed to get his mother 
and three other people out 
of the bar in time, but one 
neighbor and the person’s 
daughter were unable to 
escape. 

“It was like an avalanche, 
it fell all at once. I’ve never 
seen anything like it,” Torre 
said as rescue helicopters 
hovered overhead. “Every 
neighbor has lost a loved 
one, has lost two, three, 
four members of the same 
family, kids.” 

Petropolis’ city hall 
declared three days of 
mourning. Brazil’s Pres- 
ident Jair Bolsonaro 
expressed solidarity while 
on atrip to Russia, as did his 
counterpart Vladimir Putin. 

“May God comfort 
their family members,” 
Bolsonaro said Wednes- 
day at anews conference in 
Moscow. 

Petropolis is a 
German-influenced city 
named for a former Brazil- 
ian emperor. 


new vehicles have grown 
larger and safer for the 
people inside them, with 
features like lane-depar- 
ture warnings and rearview 
cameras, some drivers are 
emboldened to dismiss the 
risks to pedestrians. 

“There’s a portion of the 
population that is incred- 
ibly frustrated, enraged, 
and some of that behav- 
ior shows up in their driv- 
ing,” said Mark Hallenbeck, 
director of the Washington 
State Transportation Center 
at the University of Wash- 
ington. “We in our vehicles 
are given anonymity in this 
giant metal box around us, 
and we act out in ways that 
we wouldn’t face to face.” 

The streets of Albuquer- 
que, where Pronoy Bhat- 
tacharya was killed in the 
hit-and-run, showcase the 
challenges that pedestrians 
face. 

Around the sprawling 
metro area, home to almost 
1 million people, drivers 
routinely run red lights or 
speed past stop signs. 

Despite such behavior, 


residents say they can go 
years without seeing drivers 
pulled over for violations of 
any kind. 

After the boy’s death, 
readers flooded The Albu- 
querque Journal with emails 
assailing local authori- 
ties after having witnessed 
lawless driving on a daily 
basis. 

Across the country, over- 
all traffic fatalities — not just 
crashes killing pedestrians 
— are also rising at a record 
pace. 

Nearly 32,000 people 
were killed in vehicle 
crashes in the first nine 
months of 2021, a 12% 
increase from the same 
period in 2020, according to 
the National Highway Traf- 
fic Safety Administration. 
It was the highest number 
of fatalities during the first 
nine months of any year 
since 2006 and the highest 
percentage increase during 
the first nine months in the 
reporting system’s history. 

In the crash that killed 
Pronoy, the driver was at the 
helm of an all-terrain vehi- 
cle. Such vehicles are ille- 
gal on Albuquerque streets 
but are still commonly seen 
around the city. 

Video footage showed 
the driver drinking at a bar 
before the crash. 

Pronoy’s mother, Dr. 
Deepshikha Nag Chowd- 
hury, a gastroenterologist 
at an Albuquerque hospital, 
pleaded with authorities to 
find the driver in the weeks 
that followed. After fleeing 
the scene and going into 
hiding, the driver surren- 
dered to U.S. Marshals on 
Jan. 31. 

Bhattacharya, who immi- 
grated to the U.S. from India 
two decades ago, suffered a 
facial fracture in addition to 
losing his son. 

He said the crash also 
shattered some of his views. 

“It’s ironic that I told so 
many friends how cross- 
ing the street was so safe in 
the United States compared 
with India,” said Bhattacha- 
rya, who works in informa- 
tion technology. “I always 
thought we'd be safer here.” 


FBI: 2 defendants in Arbery’s 
killing often used racial slurs 


By Russ Bynum 


Associated Press 


BRUNSWICK, Ga. — 
Two ofthe three white men 
convicted of murdering 
Ahmaud Arbery repeat- 
edly used racial slurs in 
text messages and social 
media posts, including 
some violent comments 
by Arbery’s shooter about 
Black people, an FBI 
witness testified Wednes- 
day in their federal hate 
crimes trial. 

FBI intelligence analyst 
Amy Vaughan led the jury 
through more than two 
dozen conversations that 
Travis McMichael and 
William “Roddie” Bryan 
had with others, identified 
only by their initials, in the 
months and years before 
the 25-year-old Black man’s 
killing. The FBI wasn’t able 
to access the phone of Greg 
McMichael, Travis McMi- 
chael’s father, because it 
was encrypted, Vaughan 
said. 

In text and Face- 
book conversations with 
friends, Travis McMichael 
frequently used the N-word 
to describe Black people. 

In a Facebook conversa- 
tion with a friend, he also 
shared a video of a young 
Black boy dancing on a TV 
show with a racist song that 
included the N-word play- 
ing over it. He also said that 
Black people “ruin every- 
thing” and said more than 
once he was glad he wasn’t a 
Black person, using a racial 
slur. 

And in June 2017, Travis 
McMichael shared a TV 
news story about a violent 
confrontation between 
two white women and two 
Black customers upset at a 
Georgia restaurant, using a 
racial slur to comment that 
he would beat the Black 
people “to death if they did 
that to (name redacted by 
the FBI) or my mother and 
sister.” 

He added that he would 
have no more remorse 
than putting down a rabid 
animal. 





An FBI witness said Wednesday that Travis McMichael, left, 
repeatedly used racial slurs in text messages and social 
media posts. STEPHEN B. MORTON/POOL PHOTO 


The McMichaels armed 
themselves and used a 
pickup truck to chase 
Arbery as he ran through 
their coastal Georgia neigh- 
borhood Feb. 23, 2020. 
Bryan, a neighbor, joined 
the pursuit in his own truck 
and recorded cellphone 
video of Travis McMichael 
blasting Arbery with a shot- 
gun. No arrests were made 
until the video leaked online 
two months later. 

All three men were 
convicted of murder in a 
Georgia state court last fall. 
Their second trial began 
Monday in U.S. District 
Court. Prosecutors say the 
McMichaels and Bryan 
violated Arbery’s civil 
rights. 

Defense attorneys have 
insisted the deadly pursuit 
of Arbery was motivated by 
an earnest, though errone- 
ous, suspicion that Arbery 
had committed crimes. 

Evidence presented 
Wednesday showed Bryan 
also used the N-word, but 
his preferred slur was a 
derogatory characterization 
ofa Black person’s lips. Over 
a number of years, Bryan 
exchanged racist messages 
on Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day. 

In messages sent in the 
days surrounding Arbery’s 
killing, Bryan was upset that 
his daughter was dating a 
Black man. 


Greg McMichael posted a 
meme on Facebook in 2016 
saying white Irish slaves 
were treated worse than 
any race in the U.S. but that 
the Irish aren’t asking for 
handouts. 

“T ain’t really shocked,” 
Arbery’s father, Marcus 
Arbery, told reporters 
outside the courthouse. 

Defense attorneys didn’t 
dispute the racist posts. 
They said in opening state- 
ments Monday that racist 
comments by their clients 
were offensive and indefen- 
sible but don’t prove they 
committed hate crimes. 

Travis McMichael’s 
attorney, Amy Lee Cope- 
land, said some of his texts 
and posts lacked context, 
and “you can’t hear that 
inflection of voice and see 
what’s going on.” 

Copeland also asked 
Derek Thomas, who posted 
the prank video that elicited 
a violent comment from 
Travis McMichael, about 
their friendship. Thomas 
testified that they have 
known each other since 
high school. He said he 
often checks up on Travis 
McMichael’s mother since 
the McMichaels’ arrests 
and convictions. 

“Ts it fair to say you love 
the man but hate the words 
he used?” Copeland asked 
Thomas. 

He replied: “Yes, ma’am.” 


WORLD & NATION 


Influential Beirut street goes s dark 


Several crises rock 
Lebanon’s answer to 
the Champs Elysees 


By Bassem Mroue 
Associated Press 


BEIRUT — From his 
small music shop on Beirut’s 
Hamra Street, Michel Eid 
witnessed the rise and fall of 
Lebanon through the chang- 
ing fortunes of this famed 
boulevard for more than 60 
years. 

Hamra Street was the 
center of Beirut’s glam- 
our in the 1960s and 1970s, 
home to Lebanon’s top 
movie houses and theaters, 
cafes frequented by intellec- 
tuals and artists, and shops 
selling top international 
brands. It saw a revival the 
past decade, thriving with 
international chain stores 
and vibrant bars and restau- 
rants. 

Now many ofits stores are 
shuttered. Poverty-stricken 
Lebanese and Syrian refu- 
gees beg on its sidewalks. 
Trash piles up on its corners. 
Like the rest of Lebanon, 
the economic crash swept 
through the street like a 
destructive storm. 

Eid, 88, remembers the 
bad times, during Lebanon’s 
1975-1990 civil war, when 
Hamra saw militias battling, 
assassinations at its cafes 
and, at one point, invad- 
ing Israeli troops marching 
down the street. Nothing 
was as bad as now, he says. 

“We have hit rock 
bottom,” Eid said. Few 
customers come to his Tosca 
Music Shop and Electronic 
Supplies, which sells records 
and a variety of small elec- 
tronics. His business has 
dropped 75%. 

Lebanon’s economic 
meltdown, which began in 
October 2019, was the culmi- 
nation of the country’s post- 
war era. The war’s militia 
leaders became the political 
leadership and have kept a 
lock on power ever since. 
They ran an economy that 
at times boomed but was 
essentially a Ponzi scheme. 
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Michel Eid works in his music shop located on Hamra Street in Beirut. Hamra Street was once the place to see and be seen in Lebanon. HUSSEIN MALLA/AP 


The scheme finally 
collapsed in what the 
World Bank calls one of the 
world’s worst economic and 
financial crises since the 
mid-1800s. 

The currency’s value 
evaporated, salaries lost 
their buying power, dollars 
in banks became inaccessi- 
ble, prices skyrocketed in a 
country where nearly every- 
thing is imported. As much 
as 82% of the population 
now lives in poverty, accord- 
ing to the U.N. Unemploy- 
ment is estimated at 40%. 

The crisis was made worse 
by the coronavirus pandemic 
and a massive explosion at 
Beirut’s port that killed 216 
people, wounded thousands 
and destroyed parts of the 
capital. 

While the economic 
system collapsed, the polit- 
ical one hasn’t. The same 
leadership, entrenched in 
power, has done virtually 


P.J. O°7ROURKE 1947-2022 


Prolific author and satirist 
reshaped ‘Gonzo’ journalism 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — P.J. O’Ro- 
urke, the prolific author 
and satirist who refash- 
ioned the irreverence and 
“Gonzo” journalism of 
the 1960s counterculture 
into a distinctive brand of 
conservative and libertar- 
ian commentary, has died 
at age 74. 

O’Rourke died Tues- 
day morning, according to 
Grove Atlantic Inc. Books 
publisher and president 
Morgan Entrekin. The 
cause was complications 
from lung cancer. 

Patrick Jake O’Rourke 
was a Toledo, Ohio, native 
who evolved from long- 
haired student activist to 
wavy-haired scourge of 
his old liberal ideals, with 
some of his more widely 
read takedowns appear- 
ing in a founding coun- 
terculture publication, 
Rolling Stone. His career 
otherwise extended from 
serving as editor in chief 
of National Lampoon to a 
brief stint on “60 Minutes” 
in which he represented the 
conservative take on “Point/ 
Counterpoint”; to frequent 
appearances on NPR’s game 
show “Wait Wait ... Don’t 
Tell Me!” 

“Most well-known 
people try to be nicer than 
they are in public than they 
are in private life. PJ was the 
only man I knew to be the 
opposite. He was a deeply 
kind and generous man who 
pretended to be a curmud- 
geon for public consump- 
tion,’ tweeted Peter Sagal, 
the host of “Wait Wait ... 
Don’t Tell Me!” 

His writing style 
suggested a cross between 
the hedonism of Hunter S. 
Thompson and the patri- 
cian mockery of Tom Wolfe: 
Self-importance was a reli- 
able target. But his great- 
est disdain was often for 
the government — not just 
a specific administration, 
but government itself. As a 
young man, he opposed the 


nothing to address the crisis. 
Refusing basic reforms, they 
have made no progress in 
talks with the International 
Monetary Fund. 

A walk through Hamra 
Street shows the impact. 

Many shops have shut 
down because owners could 
no longer afford high rents 
and huge monthly bills for 
private electricity gener- 
ators. After nightfall, the 
shops that are still operat- 
ing close early. Many street- 
lights don’t work because 
of electricity cuts. Hamra, 
which used to stay lively 
into the night, feels deserted 
before midnight — even 
during the recent holiday 
season. 

In Hamra’s heyday, in the 
1960s and 1970s, the street 
was lit up with colored lights 
during Christmas and New 
Year’s, with Santa Clauses 
up and down the avenue 
offering candies to pass- 





P.J.O’Rourke was also a familiar figure as an on-air pundit on 
“60 Minutes” and NPR. MICHAEL BUCKNER/GETTY 2007 


government as a maker of 
war and laws against drugs. 
Later on, he went after what 
he called “the silken threads 
of entitlement spending.” 

O’Rourke’s other books 
included “Give War a 
Chance,” “Driving Like 
Crazy,” “None of My Busi- 
ness” and “A Cry From 
the Middle.” Entrekin told 
The Associated Press that 
he had been working on 
a one-volume look at the 
United States, as seen from 
his hometown. 

His survivors include his 
second wife, Tina, and three 
children. 

O’Rourke was an under- 
graduate at Miami Univer- 
sity, and received a master’s 
degree in English from 
Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity in 1970. He started out 
writing for such under- 
ground publications as the 
New York Ace and joined 
National Lampoon in 
1973, where his colleagues 
included Douglas Kenney, 
who later co-wrote “Animal 
House” and “Caddyshack.” 

Over the following 
decades, O’Rourke became 
a familiar presence as a 
writer and on-air pundit. 
He covered war and unrest 
everywhere from El Salva- 
dor to the Philippines, while 
mocking “The Dictatorship 
of Boredom” back home. 


“In July 1988, I covered 
the specious, entropic, 
criminally trivial, boring 
stupid Democratic National 
Convention, a numb suck- 
hole stuffed with politi- 
cal bulk filler held in that 
place where bad malls go 
to die, Atlanta,” reads a 
dispatch from “Parliament 
of Whores,” a bestseller 
published in 1991. “Then... I 
flew to that other oleo-high 
colonic, the Republican 
convention, an event with 
the intellectual content ofa 
Guns N’ Roses lyric.” 

O’Rourke’s rise came 
a time when political 
opponents had an easier 
time agreeing to disagree. 
Liberal author and 
commentator Joe Cona- 
son tweeted Tuesday that 
O’Rourke was “always 
witty if almost always 
(politically) wrong.” 

Like other longtime 
conservatives, O’Rourke’s 
loyalties were tested by 
Donald Trump. O’Rourke 
had little use for Demo- 
cratic candidate Hillary 
Clinton in 2016, but he 
found he could live with 
what he called her “lies and 
all her empty promises.” 

“I mean, she’s wrong 
about absolutely every- 
thing, but she’s wrong 
within normal parameters,” 
he said on NPR. 


ers-by. 

This was Lebanon’s 
cosmopolitan pre-war era 
— and Hamra Street was 
its elegant heart, Beirut’s 
Champs Elysees. Arab, 
European and Ameri- 
can tourists flocked to its 
swanky shops, restaurants 
and bars. 

Hamra had the capital’s 
finest movie houses. At its 
Piccadilly Theater, Leba- 
non’s most beloved singer 
Fayrouz performed. You 
might see the international 
diva Dalida strolling down 
the avenue before one of 
her shows at the Piccadilly. 
World stars held concerts in 
Lebanon, including Louis 
Armstrong and Paul Anka. 

Located in the capital’s 
western neighborhood of 
Ras Beirut, Hamra was — 
and still is — a place where 
Christians and Muslims live 
side by side. Its cafes were 
hangouts for artists, intellec- 


tuals and political activists, 
caught up in the leftist, secu- 
lar Arab nationalist spirit of 
the times. 

The civil war ended that 
golden era. In 1982, invad- 
ing Israeli troops marched 
through Hamra. After they 
left, militias seized the area 
in fighting that wreaked 
heavy damage. Hamra’s 
Commodore Hotel became 
a popular base for foreign 
journalists covering the war. 

After the war, the center 
of Beirut’s international 
commerce and shopping 
moved to anewly renovated 
downtown. But Hamra 
Street saw a major facelift in 
the early 2000s when new 
water, sewage and electric- 
ity systems were installed, 
and the asphalt was replaced 
with cobblestones. 

Hamra remains a busy 
thoroughfare during the day. 
Thousands come for treat- 
ment at its medical centers 


or to study at the nearby 
American University of 
Beirut, one of the Middle 
East’s top educational insti- 
tutions. 

But “Hamra is not the 
Hamra of the past,” said Elie 
Rbeiz. 

Rbeiz, 70, has been a 
hairdresser for the elite 
in Hamra since 1962. He 
counted among his regular 
clients the late Saudi busi- 
nessman Adnan Khashoggi, 
who once flew Rbeiz to 
London on a private jet for 
a cut. Rbeiz expanded his 
business 20 years ago to 
include men’s clothes. 

Now in the economic 
crisis, his sales have plunged. 

Still, Rbeiz believes 
Hamra will bounce back. 
He said his shop was blown 
up during the civil war and 
he renovated and reopened. 
“I did not surrender then 
and will not surrender now. 
Never.” 


Join us for a free virtual class 





Medications for 


heart failure 


Join our interactive class right from the 
comfort of your phone, computer or tablet 
and learn more about: 


m= What are SGLT-2 inhibitors? 


= Role of Guideline Directed Medical 
Therapy (GDMT) 


m= Starting and managing treatment 
m Plus, LIVE Q&A with the expert 


Thurs., Feb. 24 | 5:30-6:30pm 





PRESENTER: 


MD, FACC 


medicine 
Backus Hospital 


REGISTRATION REQUIRED: 
Call 1.855. HHC.HERE (1.855.442.4373) or go to 
HartfordHealthCare.org/VirtualClasses 


Hartford Hospital 


Xingchen Mai, 


Board certified in cardiovascular 


After you register, you'll receive an email with 
easy instructions on joining the virtual class. 


Hartford fu 
HealthCare 


Heart & Vascular Institute 


10 Hartford Courant | Section] | Thursday, February 17, 2022 


Competitive Prices. 
Budget Plans. 
Service 24/7/365 
94 Years 
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DANIELS ENERGY. 


THE HOME COMFORT SPECIALISTS 


Let Daniels Do It. 
CT License $1-385517 HOD #19 


For new oil customers for home heating. Minimum 500 gallons. 


FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 
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NOW OFFERING CAREERS 


r * Adopt US Kids 
IN-HOUSE INSTALLER | J asked what kind of family 


$27,000 - $70,000 ; ; 
Earning Potential =| Amina wanted. She said, 
NO PRIOR EXPERIENCE NEEDED ‘A family like yours.’ That’s 


when I knew I had to adopt her. 









FREE TRIPLE-PANE UPGRADE 


on America’s Best-Selling Windows x 
\ 
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opportunity with NO college debt? Are you 

energetic, handy and willing to learn? 

Come train as an in-house installer with us. 

You will be provided with the training and 

oe tools necessary to install windows, patio 
“es doors, entry and storm doors. 


HEALTH INSURANCE, PAID 
VACATION, PAID HOLIDAYS 


{LIF FET ME MADE IN * Develop basic carpentry skills 
| / WARRANTY USA * Develop experience using a metal brake 
* Obtain industry certifications 


INCLUDING INCLUDING GLASS” 
~~» * Develop experience using power tools 
* Full-time, steady 40-hour work week 
* Local, family owned business 


Denise, adopted 17-year-old Amina 
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CALL US TODAY TO APPLY 





LEARN ABOUT 
ADOPTING A TEEN 


C= . 
: : YOU CAN’T IMAGINE 
860-51 22-8496 — THE REWARD 


CONSULTANTS AND INSTALLERS FOLLOW CDC SAFETY GUIDELINES 


Serving most of the state of Connecticut ADOPT KIDS 


This Window World® Franchise is independently owned and operated by Window World of Connecticut LLC under license from Window World Inc. CT Lic. #607051 “See your Window World sales 
representative for more information about our guaranteed lowest pricing and paying up to 50% less than the price of our main competitors. *0% APR financing with approved credit through Wells Fargo Bank. 
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They Were Born 
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LIMITED TIME OFFER! 


“I love grandpa’s 
new ears!” 


“The turning point for me was when one of 
the kids told my wife that they didn’t think | 
cared about them any more. 


She said | just don’t listen to her, and that she 
thinks that | don’t want to play with her. 


That’s when | realized that | didn’t want to put 
this off any longer.” 


M. Jones 


It’s the little things in life that matter most 


GETTING STARTED. IT’S FREE & EASY. 


At Miracle-Ear® we make our process comfortable 
and convenient. We also offer you are variety of valuable 
services - at no charge. Service include: 


¢ FREE Ear Canal Inspection ¢ FREE In-Office Repairs 
¢ FREE Hearing Test! ¢ Most Insurance Accepted 


\y, Miracle-Ear’ 


Try Before 
You Buy! 


Miracle-Ear® Quality For $795. 
Why Wait? 


Hearing is believing! Right now, you can get a fully digital, 
genuine Miracle-Ear hearing aid for less than $800. 

This is one of our smallest, most discreet hearing solutions. 
The latest technology, state of the art facilities and 

over /0 years in business make Miracle-Ear second to 
none! Come in for a risk-free trial and hear for yourself. 


#1 Hearing Aid 30 Day Risk Free Trial” 


Provides you up to 25% BETTER SPEECH 
RECOGNITION tn challenging listening 
environments than people with normal hearing* 


ACTUAL 


“With coupon. One coupon per client. 
Expires 2/25/2022. Buy one MINI Solution 1 
l hearing aid at list price & get second free. 


[ 
Invisible! 


Fully Digital, Programmable 


Don't be fooled by the small size! | and Barely Visible! 


Features amazingly advanced and 
powerful micro-technology all wrapped up 
in our tiniest hearing aid ever! 
Schedule your appointment for a free 
in-store demonstration of our 
NEWEST Miracle-Ear® Hearing Aids. | 


RISK FREE OFFER** | 


| ata normal volume! 


r ® 
IVI | rac le a Ea ir "With purchase of ME-5 solution package 
U with coupons. One coupon per client. Expires 2/25/2022. 


BETTER HEARING EVENT 
February 21st - 25th 


MIDDLETOWN 


Middletown Plaza 
846 Washington Street 
meoffer.me/middletown-ct 


SOUTH WINDSOR AVON 
1735 Ellington Rd, Unit 1A 30 East Main Street 
meoffer.me/southwindsor meoffer.me/avon 


TORRINGTON WATERBURY WALLINGFORD 


1151 E. Main St., Suite B Dunkin Donuts Plaza Wallingford Commons 
meoffer.me/torrington 160 Kukas Lane, Unit 3 1251 S. Broad St., Unit 2 


meoffer.me/waterbury meoffer.me/wallingford 


GUILFORD ENFIELD 


620 Boston Post Rd. Freshwater Commons 


meoffer.me/guilford 59-A Palomba Drive 
meoffer.me/enfield 


FINANCING OPTIONS AVAILABLE THROUGH FEBRUARY 28TH 


100% Baad anbelOR 12 MONTHS" 
APPROVAL" INTEREST FREE FINANCING 


*Studies conducted at the University of Northern Colorado (2014) and Oldenburg Horzentrum (2013) showed that Speech Reception Thresholds (SRT) in cocktail-party situations improved up to 2.9 dB for wearers 
with mild to moderate hearing loss using GENIUS with Directional Focus, compared to people with normal hearing. This corresponds to over 25% improvement in speech understanding. tOur hearing test are 
always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. These are not medical exams or diagnoses nor are they intended to replace a physician’s care. **Risk free trial, the 


aids must be returned within 30 days of delivery if not completely satisfied and 100% of the purchase price will be refunded. 
tt Financing options may not be combined. See stores for details. Available through 2/28/2022. C O D E : EW16 8 5 | 6 


Watch TV again with loved ones 


WETHERSFIELD 
1206 Silas Deane Highway 
meoffer.me/wethersfield 


BRISTOL 


728 Farmington Ave. 
meoffer.me/bristol 


OLD LYME 
83 Halls Rd., Ste 102 
meoffer.me/oldlyme 
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More outstanding 
thoracic surgery 
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Daniel Walker, MD 


Thoracic surgery 


AGGEPTING NEW PATIENTS 
85 Seymour St., Hartford 
860.696.4306 


EXPERTISE IN: 

m Video-assisted thoracic surgery 
Robotic surgery 
Esophagectomy 

Thoracic oncology 

Anti-reflux surgery 

Thymoma surgery 

Foregut surgery 

Hiatal hernia repair 
Tracheal/airway surgery 


Malignant and benign 
pleural disease 


Hartford & 
HealthCare 


Medical Group 


GENERAC 


REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 







GENERAC 


Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
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Consumer spending still 
brisk as retail sales climb 


January’s 3.8% increase made amid pay gains, solid hiring — and rising inflation 


By Anne D’Innocenzio 
and Christopher Rugaber 


Associated Presss 


NEW YORK — Fueled by pay gains, 
solid hiring and enhanced savings, Amer- 
icans sharply ramped up their spending at 
retail stores last month in a sign that many 
consumers remain unfazed by rising infla- 
tion. 

Retail sales jumped 3.8% from December 
to January, the Commerce Department said 
Wednesday, a much bigger increase than 
economists had expected. Though inflation 
helped boost that figure, most of January’s 
gain reflected more purchases, not higher 
prices. 

Last month’s increase was the largest 
since last March, when most households 
received a final federal stimulus check of 
$1,400. The fact that consumer spending 
remains brisk even after government stim- 
ulus has faded — enhanced unemployment 
aid ended in September — suggests that 
Americans’ pay is rising enough to drive 
a healthy pace of spending and economic 


growth. 

Still, those trends could also further 
accelerate high inflation, which has become 
the biggest threat to the economy and the 
reason the Federal Reserve is expected to 
raise interest rates several times this year 
beginning in March. 

“Consumers say they are worried about 
inflation, but they continue to spend,” 
said Gus Faucher, chief economist at PNC 
Financial. “Job growth is strong, wages are 
increasing and household wealth is way up 
thanks to rapidly rising home values and, 
until recently, stock prices.” 

Retail sales rose solidly across the spec- 
trum in January. 

Sales at general merchandise stores 
rose 3.6% and at department stores 9.2%. 
Purchases at furniture and home furnish- 
ings stores increased 7.2%. Online sales 
jumped 14.5%. 

Restaurants were an outlier in January: 
Sales fell 0.9%, likely a reflection of many 
people refraining from dining out at a time 
when reported omicron infections were 
exploding. 


Gasoline sales fell 1.3%, possibly a result 
of the cost and cases of omicron, which rose 
in tandem, according to Ted Rossman, a 
senior industry analyst at Bankrate.com. 

Since the pandemic erupted two years 
ago, spending has continued to be weighted 
toward goods — things that people can own. 
But as COVID-19 cases decline, Americans 
are expected to begin spending more on 
concerts, movies and dining out. 

At the same time, Wednesday’s retail 
report covers only about one-third of over- 
all consumer spending; it doesn’t include 
such services as haircuts, hotel stays and 
plane tickets. 

The omicron variant that emerged 
in late November caused widespread 
worker shortages. Yet the wave of the most 
recent variant appears to have been short- 
lived. January’s robust increase in retail 
purchases followed gains in October and 
November before a sharp drop in Decem- 
ber, amonth when sales are normally high. 

The January report comes as retailers 
are poised to begin releasing their fiscal 
fourth-quarter financial figures. 





China’s goal? Economic gold 


For host nation, hefty cost of 
Olympics worth it in terms 
of infrastructure, jobs, pride 


By Keith Bradsher 
The New York Times 


ZHANGJIAKOU, China — To make an 
Olympic ski jump, China clad a hillside in 
steel and blanketed it with artificial snow. 
To construct a high-speed rail line linking 
the venues and Beijing, engineers blasted 
tunnels through the surrounding moun- 
tains. And to keep the coronavirus at bay, 
workers are conducting tens of thousands 
of PCR tests on Games participants every 
day. 

Hosting the Winter Olympics is costing 
China billions of dollars, a scale of expen- 
diture that has made the event less appeal- 
ing to many cities around the world in 
recent years. More and more of them have 
concluded that the Games are not worth 
being left with a hefty bill, white elephant 
stadiums, and fewer benefits from tourism 
than they had hoped. 

But China looks at the Games with a 
different calculus. 

Beijing has long relied on heavy invest- 
ments in building railway lines, highways 


and other infrastructure to provide millions 
of jobs to its citizens and reduce transpor- 
tation costs. With the 2022 Games, it also 
hopes to nurture an abiding interest in 
skiing, curling, ice hockey and other winter 
sports that could increase consumer spend- 
ing, particularly in the country’s chilly and 
economically struggling northeast. 

Still, with China’s economy already 
slowing, and a dimming outlook for 
global growth, as well as concerns that the 
omicron variant of the coronavirus would 
lead to more shutdowns and choking of 
global supply chains, Beijing has been wary 
of spiraling costs. Even China’s leader, Xi 
Jinping, acknowledged the event had to be 
streamlined, saying last year that the aim 
was to hold a “simple, safe, splendid” event. 

Practically every Olympics in recent 
years has triggered disputes over cost 
overruns. A study at Oxford University had 
found that the operating costs of Olympics 
held since 1960 have averaged nearly three 
times what the host cities originally bid. 

The city of Sochiin Russia, which hosted 
the Winter Olympics in 2014, spent and 
invested more than $50 billion — half of 
which was on infrastructure. When Beijing 
hosted the Summer Olympics in 2008, it 
said it had spent $6.8 billion, but that did 
not include the tens of billions more it used 


to build roads, stadiums, subway lines and 
an airport terminal. 

This time, China has set a budget of $3 
billion, a figure that includes the building 
of competition venues, but not projects 
like a $1 billion high-speed rail line and a 
$5 billion expressway. 

The pandemic is making the Games even 
more expensive. The bill for last summer’s 
Olympics in Tokyo included $2.8 billion in 
coronavirus prevention costs alone. China’s 
“Zero COVID” strategy, which focuses on 
eradicating outbreaks, has meant infection 
control measures are more elaborate. 

China’s concerns about the pandemic 
dashed hopes the Games would draw 
tourists. Organizers said last autumn that 
they would not sell tickets to foreign spec- 
tators. Then they announced last month 
that most Chinese residents would not get 
to go either. 

At $3.1 billion, China’s operating budget 
is comparable to the average, inflation-ad- 
justed cost of hosting previous Winter 
Olympics, University of Oxford research- 
ers said. 

“The success in opening the Winter 
Olympics has brought positive economic 
benefits and created new sources of growth 
for the local economy,’ said Xu Hejian, the 
top spokesman for the city of Beijing. 


Many firms reverting to pre-pandemic days 


By Anne D’Innocenzio 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — For the first time in two 
years for many people, the American work- 
place is transforming into something that 
resembles pre-pandemic days. 

Tyson Foods said this week that it was 
ending mask requirements for its vacci- 
nated workers in some facilities. Walmart 
and Amazon — the nation’s No. 1 and 2 larg- 
est private employers respectively — will 
no longer require fully vaccinated work- 
ers to don masks in stores or warehouses 
unless required under local or state laws. 
Tech companies like Microsoft and Face- 
book that had allowed employees to work 
fully remote are now setting mandatory 


dates to return to the office after a series of 
fits and starts. 

“There has been a sharp decline in 
COVID-19 cases across the country over 
the past weeks,” Amazon told workers ina 
memo. “Along with increasing vaccination 
rates across the country, this is a positive 
sign we can return to the path to normal 
operations.” 

Microsoft, based in Redmond, Wash- 
ington, on Monday announced plans to 
open its West Coast buildings Feb. 28 with 
a hybrid mix of working in the office and 
home. Facebook parent Meta Platforms, 
which had planned to bring workers back 
to the office Jan. 31, will now require them 
to return — with proof of a booster shot — 
March 28. 


That’s a stark reversal from just weeks 
ago when the omicron variant of COVID- 
19 was peaking, prompting companies to 
double-down on mask requirements and 
enforce daily health screenings while 
delaying return-to-office plans for remote 
workers. 

Many office workers will still be required 
to wear masks in the office and get regularly 
tested. Front-line workers like store clerks 
and restaurant staff who were already phys- 
ically going to work will have to adjust to 
maskless colleagues and customers. 

Then there are the old realities of 
pre-pandemic routines for some: dealing 
with commuter traffic, putting on dress- 
ier clothes again and working alongside 
co-workers for the first time in two years. 


FAA tells 
Boeing it 
will certi 
new 7/8/7s 


By David Koenig 


Associated Press 


Federal safety regulators say they will 
retain power to approve Boeing 787 airlin- 
ers for flight rather than return that author- 
ity to the aircraft maker, which hasn’t been 
able to deliver any new Dreamliner planes 
since last May because of production flaws. 

The Federal Aviation Administration said 
it told Boeing of its decision Tuesday. 

The FAA said that once deliveries of 787s 
resume, it will perform final inspections and 
retain power to clear each new plane until it 
is confident that Boeing’s quality control and 
manufacturing “consistently produce 787s 
that meet FAA design standards.” 

It also said Boeing must have a plan for 
handling planes that need reworking. 

“This will allow the agency to confirm the 
effectiveness of measures Boeing has under- 
taken to improve the 787 manufacturing 
process,” the FAA said. 

For years, the FAA has relied on Boeing 
employees to certify the airworthiness 
of planes by deputizing some company 
employees to act on behalf of the agency. 

The practice came under intense criticism 
after two deadly crashes involving Boeing 
737 Max jets and revelations that FAA ofh- 
cials knew little about a key flight control 
systems implicated in the crashes. The 
crashes killed 346 people. 

The 787, a larger plane than the 737, has 
been plagued by production flaws such as 
unacceptable gaps between fuselage panels. 

Deliveries were stopped briefly in late 
2020, then again in May 2021, and have not 
resumed. 

Chicago-based Boeing has more than 100 
undelivered 787s. 

Boeing, afraid of appearing to pressure the 
FAA to resume deliveries, has declined to 
give investors an idea of when 787 shipments 
might resume. 


UK inflation rate 
hits 30-year high 


LONDON — Inflation in the United King- 
dom has risen at the fastest rate in almost 
30 years as increased costs for energy, hous- 
ing and transportation squeezed household 
budgets. 

The consumer price index ticked up to 
5.5% in the 12 months through January and 
was up from 5.4% the previous month, the 
Office for National Statistics said Wednes- 
day. The latest figure is the highest since 
March 1992, when inflation reached 7.2%. 

U.K. consumers are reeling from a surge 
in utility bills fueled by increased demand 
for energy worldwide as the global econ- 
omy recovers from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Household natural gas prices jumped 28.3% 
over the past year and electricity prices rose 
19.2%. 


Turkey trying to 
ease energy bills 


ANKARA, Turkey — Turkey’s president 
announced a set of measures Wednesday 
that aim to bring relief to households and 
businesses reeling from high inflation and 
soaring electricity bills. 

In a televised address, President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan said authorities would read- 
just the level under which higher electric- 
ity tariffs for households using more energy 
kick in, while some 4 million households in 
the country of more than 84 million people 
would receive state subsidies to help with 
high natural gas and electricity bills. 

Civil society organizations would no 
longer pay the higher energy tariffs that 
apply to businesses, he said, adding that 
some small businesses would also be able to 
benefit from readjusted tariffs. 


US import/export prices 
Price index, percentage change from 
previous month 


i Imports Exports 
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Customs officials in Bangkok, Thailand, display seized ivory tusks. Most of the estimated 
1.1 million pounds of poached ivory tusks are sent to Asia annually. SAKCHAI LALIT/AP 2018 


Study: DNA analysis of tusks 
reveals trafficking networks 


By Christina Larson 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — As 
few as three major criminal 
groups are responsible for 
smuggling the vast major- 
ity of elephant ivory tusks 
out of Africa, according to 
anew study. 

Researchers used anal- 
ysis of DNA from seized 
elephant tusks and evidence 
such as phone records, 
license plates, financial 
records and shipping docu- 
ments to map trafficking 
operations across the conti- 
nent and better understand 
who was behind the crimes. 
The study was published 
Monday in the journal 
Nature Human Behavior. 

“When you have the 
genetic analysis and other 
data, you can finally begin to 
understand the illicit supply 
chain — that’s absolutely 
key to countering these 
networks,” said Louise 
Shelley, who researches ille- 
gal trade at George Mason 
University and was not 
involved in the research. 

Conservation biologist 
Samuel Wasser, a study 
co-author, hopes the find- 
ings will help law enforce- 
ment officials target the 


leaders of these networks 
instead of low-level poach- 
ers. 

“If you can stop the trade 
where the ivory is being 
consolidated and exported 
out of the country, those are 
really the key players,” said 
Wasser, who co-directs the 
Center for Environmen- 
tal Forensic Science at the 
University of Washington. 

Africa’s elephant popula- 
tion is fast dwindling. From 
around 5 million elephants 
a century ago to 1.3 million 
in 1979, the total number of 
elephants in Africa is now 
estimated to be around 
415,000. 

A 1989 ban on interna- 
tional commercial ivory 
trade hasn’t stopped the 
decline. Each year, an esti- 
mated 1.1 million pounds of 
poached elephant tusks are 
shipped from Africa, mostly 
to Asia. 

For the past two decades, 
Wasser has fixated on a 
few key questions: “Where 
is most of the ivory being 
poached, who is moving it, 
and how many people are 
they?” 

He works with wild- 
life authorities in Kenya, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, 
Malaysia and elsewhere, 


who contact him after they 
intercept ivory shipments. 
He flies to the countries to 
take small samples of tusks 
to analyze the DNA. He has 
now amassed samples from 
the tusks of more than 4,300 
elephants trafficked out of 
Africa between 1995 and 
today. 

In 2004, Wasser demon- 
strated that DNA from 
elephant tusks and dung 
could be used to pinpoint 
their home location to 
within a few hundred miles. 
In 2018, he recognized that 
finding identical DNA in 
tusks from two different 
ivory seizures meant they 
were harvested from the 
same animal — and likely 
trafficked by the same 
poaching network. 

The new research 
expands that approach to 
identify DNA belonging 
to elephant parents and 
offspring, as well as siblings 
— and led to the discov- 
ery that very few criminal 
groups are behind most 
of the ivory trafficking in 
Africa. 

Such genetic links can 
provide a blueprint for 
wildlife authorities seek- 
ing other evidence to link 
different ivory shipments. 
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Young workers give US labor 
unions hope for the future 


By Dee-Ann Durbin 


Associated Press 


After decades of decline, 
USS. labor unions have anew 
reason for hope: younger 
workers. 

Workers in their 20s — 
and even in their teens — 
are leading ongoing efforts 
to unionize companies large 
and small, from Starbucks 
and REI to local cannabis 
dispensaries. The Alphabet 
Workers Union, formed last 
year and now representing 
800 Google employees, is 
run by five people under 35. 

Multiple polls show 
union approval is high — 
and growing — among the 
youngest workers. And US. 
union membership levels 
are even ticking upward for 
workers between 25 and 34, 
even as they decline among 
other age groups. 

Between 2019 and 2021, 
the overall percentage of 
U.S. union members stayed 
flat. But the percentage of 
workers ages 25-34 who are 
union members rose from 
8.8% to 9.4%, or around 
68,000 workers, accord- 
ing to the federal Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. 

Young workers say they 
see unions as the best way to 
combat wage inequality and 
poor working conditions. 
For some, personal heroes 
like Vermont Sen. Bernie 
Sanders — a vocal labor 
advocate — have piqued 
their interest in unions. 
Others say the coronavirus 
pandemic caused them to 
rethink what they deserve 
from their jobs. 

“Whatever this is isn’t 
working,” said Adriana 
Alvarez, 29, a McDonald’s 
employee in Chicago. “We 
obviously need change.” 

When a union organizer 
first approached Alvarez 
in 2014, she was skeptical 
of his goal to raise her pay 
to $15 per hour. At the time, 
she was making $8.50 per 
hour and hadn’t gotten a 
raise in three years. 

But she got involved 
with the Fight for $15 labor 
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Adriana Alvarez, a 29-year-old McDonald’s employee, learned 
more about her rights as a worker after getting involved with 
the Fight for $15 labor group. CHARLES REX ARBOGAST/AP 


group, organizing protests 
and learning about her 
rights. McDonald’s work- 
ers still aren’t unionized, 
but she says her managers 
are more respectful and 
have stopped illegal prac- 
tices, like making workers 
reimburse the restaurant 
if they accidentally accept 
counterfeit money. She now 
makes $16.70 per hour. 

States and courts, though, 
have also steadily chipped 
away at unions’ power. 

Twenty-seven states now 
have “right-to-work” laws, 
which prohibit a company 
and a union from signing a 
contract that requires work- 
ers to pay dues to the union 
that represents them. And 
last year, the U.S. Supreme 
Court struck down a 1975 
California regulation that 
had allowed union organiz- 
ers to meet with agricul- 
tural workers on company 
property. 

Unions last year saw 
some of their biggest 
increases among young 
workers in utilities, the 
motion picture industry 
and the federal govern- 
ment, said Hayley Brown, a 
research associate with the 
Center for Economic and 
Policy Research, a nonpar- 
tisan think tank. 

Brown said there are 
signs those numbers will 


continue to rise this year 
under the labor-friendly 
Biden administration, 
which issued propos- 
als this month aimed at 
increasing unionization 
rates for federal workers 
and contractors. In Janu- 
ary, there were 170 petitions 
filed for union elections 
with the National Labor 
Relations Board; that was 
more than double the 83 
filed in January 2021. 

After two Starbucks 
stores in Buffalo, New York, 
voted to unionize last year, 
workers at over 70 Star- 
bucks stores in 21 states 
petitioned the NLRB to 
hold their own union elec- 
tions, according to Workers 
United, the union organiz- 
ing the effort. 

Derrick Pointer, an elec- 
trical lineman in Talladega, 
Alabama, wasn’t convinced 
he should join the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers when he 
started working for Halli- 
burton Co. in 2015. At a 
previous job, his union reps 
weren’t responsive, he said. 

But he joined to take 
advantage of the union’s 
training. Pointer now makes 
$42.30 per hour and has 
generous benefits. 

The $60 he pays in union 
dues each month is well 
worth it, Pointer said. 
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Trump’s accountants just quit. What took so long? 


By Timothy L. O’Brien 


Bloomberg Opinion 


Donald Trump’s accountants, Mazars 
USA LLP, decided to call it quits. For the 
former president and his three eldest chil- 
dren, it’s an unwelcome development that 
amplifies financial pressures enveloping 
their company, the Trump Organization. 

It also raises the stakes in a pair of 
high-profile fraud investigations of the 
family. 

All of which leads to me wonder: What 
took you so long, Mazars? And if the 
Trumps can’t find an accountant while law 
enforcement officials continue to comb 
through their finances, how easy will it be 
for their debt-laden company to continue 
moving forward? 

Mazars said in a letter it sent the Trump 
Organization last week that it could no 
longer vouch for a decade’s worth of finan- 
cial statements it helped prepare. It also 
cited recent revelations in court docu- 
ments, its own due diligence, the Trump 
Organization’s apparent unwillingness to 
share information and what it described 
as a “non-waivable conflict of interest” as 
reasons why it will no longer work with 





On Monday, Cana- 
dian Prime Minster 
Justin Trudeau invoked 
the Emergencies Act 
in order to clear out 
the trucker protests in 
Ottawa. 

From the beginning, 
I’ve remained quietly 
fascinated by the whole spectacle. Quietly, 
because I’ve struggled to figure out what I 
think about them, fascinated because they 
are a window on the political transforma- 
tions on both sides of the 49th parallel. 

The protests began as a revolt against 
anew and ill-advised vaccine mandate in 
January requiring unvaccinated truckers 
to get the shot or isolate for two weeks each 
time they crossed the U.S. border. While I 
think everyone should get vaccinated, the 
rule made little sense in an 80% vaccinated 
country or for an occupation that involves 
almost no human interaction. Truckers 
aren’t nurses or schoolteachers. Solitude 
comes with the job. Besides, Canadian 
truckers are already 90% vaccinated. 

Of course, the protesters’ passion came 
from the built-up frustration with two 
years of lockdowns and mandates. And, 
as often happens with mass protests, 
the demands metastasized over time. 
Now they want Trudeau’s government 
to dissolve and hold new elections. The 
demand is merely impractical — the 
protests were never particularly popular 
in Canada. But illegally blockading streets 
and bridges as a kind of political extortion 
is indefensible — whether it’s Canadian 
truckers or Black Lives Matter protesters 
or any other group. 

What truly fascinates me is the reactions 
to the Canadian protests here in the U.S. 
They highlight the way the coalitions that 
make up the left and right have changed 
profoundly, and how their attitudes and 
ideas are changing as a result. 

If I were to describe these protests to a 
left-winger 50 — or 150 years — ago they 
would sound great. Proletarian laborers 
spontaneously using their class power to 
monkey-wrench the wheels of global capi- 
talism to press their grievances! This was 
once the stuff of heroic socialist agitation. 
The fact that tow truck drivers refused to 
help remove the blockade would be seen 
as the very soul of worker solidarity. Now, 
when GoFundMe announced it would 
cut off donations to the truckers, liberals 
shrugged or cheered. 

One explanation is that the pandemic 
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the family. Mazars also said that it doesn’t 
believe that “the financial statements, as a 
whole, contain material discrepancies.” 

The Trumps, like most real estate 
developers, rely on massive bank loans to 
finance their operations. Their company 
has more than $590 million of debt coming 
due within the next four years, and Trump 
himself has personally guaranteed more 
than half of it. Banks are likely to find it 
untenable to keep doing business with a 
company or individuals already rejected 
by their own accountants. Trump still has 
ample political leverage he could bring to 
bear on potential investors and lenders, but 
if he (like his son-in-law, Jared Kushner) 
courts overseas money then a variety of 
national security issues arise. 

It’s momentous, of course, that Mazars 
decided to act now, though its reasons for 
doing so still aren’t entirely clear. I suspect 
it has everything to do with the firm’s 
concern about its exposure to the Manhat- 
tan district attorney and New York State 
attorney general’s probes of the Trumps. 
The latter disclosed Mazars’s letter to 
the Trumps in a court filing on Monday. 
New York officials are examining, in part, 
whether the Trumps inflated the value of 


has been subsumed into the preexisting 
culture war fight. That’s why Trudeau, 
who is squarely on the liberal side of that 
divide, reflexively deployed every woke 
accusation imaginable at the largely peace- 
ful strikers. Picking out a smattering of 
ugly signs — and one Confederate flag — 
Trudeau tried to tar the whole bunch with 
guilt by association as peddlers not just 
of racism and Nazism but “transphobia,” 
too. Rather than meet with the protest- 
ers, he chose scorn: “Hate can never be the 
answer,” he insisted. 

This points to a larger explanation. The 
old prism of class has been supplanted 
by the prism of identity politics. As the 
Democratic Party is increasingly domi- 
nated by people with college and grad- 
uate degrees, the white working-class 
core of the old FDR coalition has steadily 
migrated rightward (and there are early 
signs of anon-white working class migra- 
tion as well). Leading Democrats speak the 


their assets to secure loans or more gener- 
ous write-offs but low-balled the value 

of their properties to keep their tax bills 
down. 

Yet, for all of the recent information that 
has given Mazars pause, the gist of what 
the firm is now responding to is hardly 
new. Trump unsuccessfully sued me for 
libel in 2006 for a book I wrote, “Trump- 
Nation,” that also raised questions about 
how he valued his assets and how much 
money he had. During the course of that 
litigation, my attorneys deposed Trump’s 
accountants (then part of a predecessor 
firm, M.R. Weiser & Co.). My attorneys 
asked the bookkeepers how they arrived at 
valuations contained in documents similar 
to those they’re now disavowing. 

Donald Bender, a Mazars partner, had 
difficulty explaining a memo he drafted 
that described Trump’s valuations as 
“subjective.” The veteran accountant also 
said in his deposition that he lacked “the 
professional expertise to discuss valua- 
tions.” Another accountant said he hadn’t 
tried to independently corroborate the 
information he received from the Trump 
Organization. His firm also noted that the 
documents in question didn’t comport 





Prime Minister Justin Trudeau invoked Canada’s Emergencies Act to quell protests by truckers in Ottawa. JUSTIN TANG/THE CANADIAN PRESS 


language of “intersectionality,’ using terms 
like “Latinx” that leave many Latinos cold. 
In the early days of the pandemic, mass 
protests in violation for lockdowns were 
acceptable — even laudatory — when done 
in the name of racial justice. But protests 
from truckers — or parents — who just 
want to return to normal? They’re derided 
as anti-science or worse. 

Meanwhile, conservatives, tradition- 
ally the champions of law and order, never 
mind the free flow of commerce, fell in love 
with the truckers and their disobedience. 
Anti-mandate absolutism is, again, part of 
the story. But many on the right in the US. 
have also convinced themselves that the 
Republican Party must become a national- 
istic “workers party.” The condescending 
liberal elites, undemocratic technocratic 
experts and woke globalists running the 
Democratic Party have made the GOP the 
natural home of the working stiff, they 
argue. This stuff can be exaggerated, of 


Who’s going to pay Prince Andrew’s he 


By Adrian Wooldridge 


Bloomberg Opinion 


The British monarchy is an exercise in 
defying historical gravity. In 1900, most of 
the world was governed by royal dynas- 
ties. Today, they are a vanishing breed. The 
Romanovs, Hohenzollerns and Habsburgs 
have gone up in flames. Britain’s royal 
family is unusual, along with Japan’s, in 
preserving the magnificence if not the 
substance of power. 

The Prince Andrew aftair — his entan- 
glement with Jeffrey Epstein, Ghislaine 
Maxwell and, through them, his accuser, 
Virginia Giuftre — is the worst thing that 
has happened to the Windsors since 
Edward VIII’s abdication in 1936. 

A month ago, the prince was bravely 
promising to clear his name in court of 
charges that he sexually abused and raped 
Giuffre on three separate occasions when 
she was 17. On Tuesday, he reached an 
out-of-court settlement with her in which 
he agreed to pay a “substantial donation” 
— estimates suggest it was in excess of 
$13.5 million — to her charity supporting 
the rights of victims of sexual abuse. The 
terms of the deal prevent either side from 
discussing the case or the settlement itself 
in public. The prince didn’t issue an apol- 
ogy or admit to any wrongdoing. But he has 
cleared himself of legal jeopardy by leaving 


his reputation, such as it was, in tatters. 

“His final disgrace” was the tabloid 
headline splashed on The Sun. 

The settlement has put paid to any 
chance of the prince returning to public 
life. The queen had already prepared for 
this eventuality last month by stripping 
him of his military titles and royal patron- 
ages. 

The real question is whether culling a 
single mangy stag will be enough to save 
the rest of the herd. 

The royal family prides itself on its 
professionalism, calling itself The Firm 
and enjoying the assistance of high-flying 
diplomats and civil servants. But the Prince 
Andrew affair could hardly have been 
handled worse. The prince’s November 
2019 interview with Newsnight’s Emily 
Maitlis was a masterclass in how not to 
handle a crisis — express no sympathy for 
a trafficked teenager, make weird claims 
about not being able to sweat, and boast 
about growing up in a castle. Powerful 
courtiers who knew the prince’s limita- 
tions should have stepped in to prevent it. 
His legal defense was equally boneheaded: 
the team, which he put together himself, 
essentially followed the same failed legal 
strategy as Maxwell by trying to paint Giuf- 
fre as a fortune hunter. Its American rivals, 
led by David Boies, ran rings around them. 

The payment of such a huge sum also 


raises troubling questions about the royal 
finances. Who will sign the check? Prince 
Andrew’s accounts are likely a hope- 
less mess — and contain the makings of 
more embarrassing headlines if the press 
decides to probe them. He certainly can’t 
lay his hands on more than $13 million 
with any ease. The most likely source of 
the money is the queen, as some reports 
are already saying. But that raises even 
more sensitive questions. Why does she 
enjoy taxpayer subsidies if she has millions 
at her disposal? And should the head of 
the British state be buying her son’s way 
out of a sex scandal? Not a good look ata 
time when living standards are falling and 
#MeToo sentiments rife. 

For now, the royal family is protected 
by the queen’s enormous and endur- 
ing popularity, which was founded on 
her consummate professionalism but is 
burnished, as she ages, by her fortitude in 
dealing with life’s tragedies, not least the 
death of her husband last year. Still, she 
cannot go on forever. Prince Charles is a 
loose cannon. The finances of his charity, 
the Prince’s Foundation, are under scru- 
tiny: The Metropolitan Police announced 
it is going to investigate claims it helped 
to procure honors for a Saudi Arabian 
citizen. (A spokesman said the heir to the 
throne had “no knowledge of the alleged 
offer of honors.”) Meanwhile, the Duke and 


with standard accounting practices. 

Not all of the documents Trump’s 
accountants helped prepare were always 
so flimsy. If lenders or regulators wanted 
more thorough documentation, the 
accountants said, they would draw up 
financial statements that complied with 
standard procedures. Documents shared 
with reporters and others who were less 
demanding went out with less vetting. 

Trump’s accountants were willing to 
let that stuff get out into the wild, I guess, 
because reporters didn’t have subpoena 
power or the ability to take other legal 
actions. But a much more serious chess 
match is afoot now, and those who have 
helped the Trumps maintain their charade 
in the past are now reconsidering their 
options. Once law enforcement enters the 
picture, people’s thinking changes. 

It shouldn’t have taken this long for 
Trump’s accountants to reconsider their 
relationship with their client, but here we 
are. 

Now we'll see what kind of reckoning 
awaits. 


Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, 
LIC, 


anada’s trucker protest fascinating 
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course, but there’s an underlying truth to it 
as well. 

These domestic tectonic cultural 
changes turned the Ottawa protesters 
into a kind of Rashomon story or Spanish 
Civil War — a foreign conflict that illumi- 
nates how culture war combatants see the 
fight at home. It’s a confusing transition, 
and neither side has quite figured out how 
adapt to their new coalitional imperatives, 
never mind adopt public policies that fit 
them. Perhaps to compensate for this fact, 
the rhetoric has outstripped the reality. 
Each side glibly accuses the other of being 
an existential threat, pitting transphobic 
Nazis according to one side against totali- 
tarians according to the other. 

Neither side is right about the other, but 
it’s unlikely the two will realize that any 
time soon. 


Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLC. 


settlement? 


Duchess of Sussex are in the habit, if not 
the business, of stirring up royal contro- 
versies. Opinion polls suggest that younger 
people are turning against the institution. 
The furious reaction on Twitter to Prince 
Andrew’s out-of-court settlement suggests 
that the sleeping beast of republicanism 
may be beginning to awaken. 

To secure its long-term survival, The 
Firm needs to do more than lock Prince 
Andrew in acastle and hope that the public 
will forget about him. It needs to learn 
some lessons from this whole sordid affair. 
It needs to prune the royal tree severely 
— stop funding minor royals (who are 
always a potential source of scandals) and 
focus exclusively on the direct heirs to the 
throne. It still galls that Prince Andrew’s 
younger daughter Eugenie was treated to 
an all-singing-and-dancing royal wedding 
at St. George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle: 
She’s only 12th in line to the throne. Better 
professionals must be hired to improve the 
operation of the royal machine — as well 
as appointing courtiers who have a passing 
acquaintance with the 21st century. 

Defying gravity requires constant self-re- 
invention as well as ceaseless effort. Falter 
for amoment and you plummet, painfully, 
to Earth. 


Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLG, 
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Rentals 


WEST HARTFORD 


WAITING LIST OPENING 
THE RESIDENCES AT 540 NEW PARK 


The Residences at 540 New Park 
will be accepting pre-applications 
for apartments located at 540 New 
Park Avenue, West Hartford CT 06110. 
Eligibility for these units is subject to 
household income limits and other 
eligibility criteria under the federal 
Low-Income Housing Tax Credit 
(LIHTC) Program. 


Current 2021-2022 LIHTC Maximum 
Income Limits: 


1 PERSON - $43,860 

2 PERSONS - $50,100 
3 PERSONS - $56,340 
4 PERSONS - $62,580 


Rents will range from approximately 
$837-$1033 for a one bedroom and 
$995-$1230 for a two bedroom unit 
depending on household income level 
(prices Subject to change). 


Interested applicants must apply 
between February 16, 2022 and May 
17, 2022 11:59pm. Applicants may 
apply by: 

- Submitting a pre-application online 
at www.540NewPark.com; or 

- Requesting a paper pre-application 
be mailed to the applicant, which 
must be returned by mail to 
ATTENTION: Residences at 540 New 
Park Waitlist 80 Shield Street, West 
Hartford CT 06110 with a postmark 
date between February 16, 2022 and 
May 10, 2022, and received no later 
than May 17, 2022; or 

- Requesting an appointment during 
the application period if assistance 
is needed to complete the pre- 
application. Please note: Assistance 
with completing the application will 
be offered by appointment ONLY due 
to the current COVID Pandemic. 


If you have a disability and require a 
Reasonable Accommodation, please 
call 860-993-7109. 


Only one pre-application per family 
will be accepted; duplicate  pre- 
applications will be disqualified. 


This pre-application is accessible 
through any computer, tablet or smart 
phone. After successfully completing 
the pre-application, you may print the 
confirmation of successful completion 
of your application. 


The Residences at 540 New Park will 
use a Random-Draw Lottery System 
to determine the waiting list order 
from all applications. 


The Residences at 540 New Park 
does not discriminate in admission or 
access to its housing or programs. Any 
eligible individual with disabilities will 
be served. Those who have visual or 
hearing impairments will be provided 
with the necessary information to 
understand and participate in the 
program. Efforts will be coordinated 
to comply with the nondiscrimination 
requirements of the Fair Housing Act. 
This is an equal Opportunity housing 
development. www.540NewPark.com 


TAG SALES 


CHAPLIN - Sat Feb 19th 8am-Noon. 
Fin, Fur, Feather Club 213 Chewink 
Rd. Hunting, Fishing, Shooting, 
Ammo, Military, Camping, Boating 
& Tools. 


AT YOUR SERVICE 


At Your Service 


CALL MARKS AUTO PARTS 


in East Granby. For more information 
860-653-2551 


) Hartford 


ELEVA T OR 


ELEVATOR SERVICE COMPANY 
Maintenance, Repair, Modernization 
Servicing All of Connecticut 
Competitive Rates and Quality 
Service 
hartfordelevator@yahoo.com 
860-757-3960 
L&A MASONRY HOME 
IMPROVEMENT LLC 
new basement 
remodeling basement 
new bathrooms 
remodeling bathrooms 
deck,kitchen, painting, 
www.lamasonryllc.com 
(860)378-9843 








r 

wT [ 

BLUESTONE! BLUESTONE!! 
BLUESTONE!!! 

Steps - Sidewalks Patios 
We also repair existing steps / 
sidewalks / patios 

860-633-6612 


FIREWOOD 2 cords $390 includes 
delivery, 1 cord, call for pricing 860- 
228-2003 


OSTRINSKY SCRAP Buyers of scrap. 
Manchester, CT. 860-643-5879 








SHEDS BUILT ON SITE 

built on site, rough Sawn lum- 

ber, well built, full size lumber, shed 
base included. Call for pricing: 860- 
228-2003 ctshedsbuiltonsite.com 








STONE WALLS Walkways, natural 
stone. We can break stone into usable 
wall stone. Pavers, blue stone, patio, 
fire pits. 

Call 860-633-6612 


TREE WORK Take down, yard expans- 
ion, brush clearing & saw mill service. 
Free written estimates & reasonable 
rates. 860-228-2003 





Wanted To Buy 








1 BUY VINTAGE ELECTRONICS 
OLD TOYS, MILITARY JEWELRY, 
ADVERTISING WATCHES, MUSCIAL 
INSTRUMENTS, CAMERAS, 
WATCHES, SIGNS, ART, SPORTS 
MEMORABILIA, OLD STUFF 
ANTIQUES, GUITARS, AMPS, TUBE 
HI-Fl, RECEIVERS, AUDIO EQ, 
RADIOS, HAM, CB, SAXOPHONES & 
MANY OTHER OLD ITEMS! 

CALL 860-707-9350 


ALWAYS BUYING MACHINIST 

TOOLBOXES Tools & tooling, conte- 
nts of machine shops, home worksho- 
ps & small lathes Call 860-985-5760 








ANTIQUES & OLD STUFF WANTED 


Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Toys, Games, 
Silver Plated Items, Costume Jewelry, 
Pottery, Typewriters, Sewing Machines, 
Clocks, Tools, Xmas, Lanterns, Oil 
Lamps, Glassware, Knives, Hunting, 
Fishing, Books. 860-874-8396 








BUYING PRE1980 Toys, Model Kits, 
Comic Bks, Baseball Card Posters & 
Cards, Pennants, Political, Postcards, 
Beer, Bar, Soda, Oil & Gas Station 
Cans&Signs, License Plates, Jewelry, 
Masonic & Fraternal Items, Zippos, | 
check Bsmnt/ Attic. 860-81 7-4350 


Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 


www.courant.com/pets 






3 <a 
=. 
ANTOLIAN SHEPARD PUPPIES 


8 week old puppies ready to go home 
Feb. 7. AKC registered, $1,000 each. 
Please text (860)550-5461 











MINI GOLDENDOODLE Puppies. 3 

males/3 females. Beautiful Red 
color. Family raised in Hoosick 
Falls, NY. 1st shots, vet exam, 
microchipped. 2 year health 
guarantee. Ready Feb 26. Will text 
photos. $2,800. Call/text 802-282- 
2232 









Lost/Found 


IMPOUND - #171 Chihuahua Mix 
Female Brown & White, #172 Pit- 
bull Mix, White Brindle, Male, #173, 
Pit-bull Boxer Mix, Female, Black & 
White Call Hartford PD 860-757- 
4000 





Antiques| 
Classics 


PORSCHE 914 1974 - $2200 Solid 
Rolling Chassis Call No Txt 860- 
209-6629 


Auto | Truck Wanted 
CASH PAID 


for any Toyota, other makes. Any 
condition. Running or not, crashed 


Okay. Will take other makes and 
models. 203-600-4431 

Steve Dale’s 

PET WORLD 


Sundays in Smarter Living 
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Auto & SUV's 


TOYOTA CAMRY 2010 - $8,000 Low 
Mileage. 860-836-0651 
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MARKET 








Buy. Sell. Save. 


2 Lines 
3 Days 
FREE* 


To Place An Ad Go Online today 
courant.com/advertiser 


Buy. Sell. Save. 


*Merchandise Ads Restrictions Apply 





PUBLIC NOTICES 


Hartford 


LEGAL NOTICE 
West Hartford-Bloomfield Health District 
580 Cottage Grove Road, Suite 100, 
Bloomfield, CT 
Virtual Public Hearing 


The West Hartford Bloomfield Health District 
will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, March 
01, 2022 at 4pm via Zoom to receive com- 
ments on the proposed Fiscal Year 2022- 
2023 Health District budget. Copies may be 
obtained from the West Hartford-Bloomfield 
Health District office or on the Health 
District’s website, www.westhartfordct.gov/ 
health. The public hearing will be conducted 
exclusively as a virtual public hearing in 
accordance with Governor Lamont’s execu- 
tive orders regarding the conduct of public 
meetings and proceedings. 

Any interested person(s) may participate in 
the public hearing by calling at the scheduled 
date and time and using the following access 
code: 

March 1, 2022 at 4:00 p.m. Zoom Meeting 
ID: 842 4998 4990 Call: +1 301 715 8592 
Access Code: 323515 

Participants using caller ID blocking will not 
be permitted to participate. Participants will 
be muted upon entry into the public hearing 
and only unmuted once prompted by the 
Chair/Moderator. 

2/15-2/26/22 7143536 


Connecticut 


LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF CROMWELL 


The Town Council of the Town of Cromwell, 
Connecticut will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, February 28, 2022 at 4:15 p.m. in 
the Cromwell Town Hall, Council Chambers, 
located 41 West Street, Cromwell, CT regard- 
ing the proposed 2022-2023 (five year) 
Capital Improvement Program. Citizens may 
direct comments regarding the proposed 
Capital Improvement Program to mayor@ 
cromwellct.com. 

A copy of the Capital Improvement Program, 
in its entirety, is available for public inspec- 
tion at the office of the Town Clerk, 41 West 
Street, Cromwell, Connecticut and will be 
posted online at www.cromwellct.com. 

Dated at Cromwell, Connecticut this 17th day 
of February 2022. 


Allan Spotts, Mayor 
For the Town Council 
2/17/2022 7148932 








Legal Notice 
INVITATION TO BID 
TOWN OF COLEBROOK 
Colebrook Elementary School 
SECURITY UPGRADE PROJECT 


Sealed bids are invited and will be received 
at the Colebrook Board of Education 452 
Smith Hill Road, Colebrook, CT. 06021 for 
the following bid package: 1) “Colebrook 
Elementary School Security Upgrade 
Project”. All bid packages must be submit- 
ted on the forms provided and marked with 
the name of the bid package that is being 
bid. All bids must meet the requirements 
of the request for proposal (RFP) and be 
received no later than 1:00 PM, Wednesday, 
March 9, 2022. For all questions, please 
contact Roger LaFleur at 860-485-8879 or 
Pmrlafleur@yahoo.com 

Please visit Colebrook Public School’s web 
page @ https://www.colebrookschool.org/ 
administration/board-of-education/school- 
security-project for the RFP and full project 
plans, specifications. 

All bid questions are to be submitted by 
Monday, March 7, 2022. 

A mandatory pre-bid site visit is scheduled 
for Monday, February 28, 2022 at 3:00 pm 
at the Elementary School at 452 Smith Hill 
Road, Colebrook, CT 06021 

Equipment to be purchased and installed 
will meet all the requirements as specified 
in plans, specifications. This project will be 
funded fully or in part by Town funds. Bids 
not meeting the requirements in specifica- 
tions, plans and the RFP will be immediately 
disqualified. 

2 hard copies must be submitted. 

All bids over $50,000 must be accompanied 
by a 5% bid bond or Certified Check of the 
base bid and must be submitted with the bid 
package and made payable to the Town of 
Colebrook. The Town of Colebrook reserves 
the right to accept or reject any or all bids; to 
waive any informalities, or; to accept or reject 
any bid deemed in the best interests of the 
Town of Colebrook. 

No bid shall be withdrawn for a period of one 
hundred twenty (120) days. 
AN AFFIMATIVE 
OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
2/17, 2/18/2022 7152164 


ACTION/EQUAL 





NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
CONCERNING THE PROPOSED 
ACQUISITION OF CONTROL OF 

PRUDENTIAL RETIREMENT INSURANCE 
AND ANNUITY COMPANY BY 
GREAT-WEST LIFE & ANNUITY INSURANCE 
COMPANY, GWL&A 
FINANCIAL INC., GREAT-WEST LIFECO U.S. 
LLC, GREAT-WEST 
FINANCIAL (NOVA SCOTIA) CO., GREAT- 
WEST LIFECO INC., POWER FINANCIAL 
CORPORATION, POWER CORPORATION 
OF CANADA, PANSOLO HOLDING INC., 
AND THE DESMARAIS FAMILY RESIDUARY 
TRUST. 


Notice is hereby given that the Insurance 
Commissioner of the State of Connecticut 
will conduct a public hearing on February 
23, 2022, at 9:00 a.m. in room 601 at the 
Connecticut Insurance Department, 6th Floor, 
153 Market Street, Hartford, CT. The hearing 
will be conducted pursuant to sections 38a- 
129 through 38a-140, 4-166 through 4-184, 
as applicable, of the Connecticut General 
Statutes; and sections 38a-8-1 through 
38a-8-104, and 38a-138-1 through 38a-138- 
16, as applicable, of the Regulations of the 
Connecticut State Agencies. This hearing 
Shall be held in a hybrid fashion with a limited 
number of individuals being physically pres- 
ent and the remainder appearing remotely via 
telephone and video conference, in the event 
of a building closure, the hearing shall be 
held in an entirely virtual manner. Members 
of the public can attend this hearing via 
telephone by dialing 860-840-2075 and 
using passcode 868 913 523#. The hearing 
will include a period devoted exclusively to 
public comment. Persons interested in be- 
ing designated a party or intervenor should 
consult sections 38a-8-48 and 38a-8-49 of 
the Regulations of the Connecticut State 
Agencies. 

The public hearing is being held on the ques- 
tion of granting approval pursuant to section 
38a-132(b)(1) of the Connecticut General 
Statutes of the application filed by Great- 
West Life & Annuity Insurance Company, 
GWL&A Financial Inc., Great-West Lifeco 
U.S. LLC, Great-West Financial (Nova Scotia) 
Co., Great-West Lifeco Inc., Power Financial 
Corporation, Power Corporation of Canada, 
Pansolo Holding Inc., and The Desmarais 
Family Residuary Trust (collectively, the 
“Applicants”), dated August 17, 2021, and 
as amended and restated on January 27, 
2022 (the “Application”). The Application 
requests the Insurance Commissioner’s 
approval, as required by section 38a-130 
of the Connecticut General Statutes, of the 
proposed acquisition of control of Prudential 
Retirement Insurance and Annuity Company 
(the “Domestic Insurer”). 

The Proposed Acquisition will be affected pur- 
suant to the terms of the Master Transaction 
Agreement (the “Agreement”) between by 
and among the Domestic Insurer and the 
Applicants, dated as of July 20, 2021. The 
official record of this proceeding, which 
includes a copy of the Application and the 
Agreement, is on file with the Connecticut 
Insurance Department at 153 Market Street, 
7th floor, Hartford, Connecticut and is avail- 
able for public inspection during regular 
business hours, it is also available on the 
Connecticut Insurance Department’s website 
at https://portal.ct.gov/cid. 

At the public hearing, representatives of 
the Applicants and the Domestic Insurer, 
as well as any other party or intervenor 
designated by the Insurance Commissioner 
pursuant to sections 38a-8-48 and 38a-8-49 
of the Regulations of the Connecticut State 
Agencies, and his appointed hearing officer, 
will appear and be heard concerning the con- 
sideration by the Insurance Commissioner 
of the Application. The public will, at the 
hearing officer’s discretion and in accordance 
with section 4-177c(b) of the Connecticut 
General Statutes, be given an opportunity to 
comment on the Application with respect to 
the issues to be considered by the Insurance 
Commissioner. Written statements may 
also be submitted during the public com- 
ment portion of the public hearing or filed 
with the Insurance Department prior to the 
close of business on February 22, 2022, by 
mailing or delivering such statements to the 
Connecticut Insurance Department, PO. Box 
816, Hartford, CT 06142-0816, Attention: 
Jennifer M. Dowty, Esq. 

The Insurance Department does not discrimi- 
nate on the basis of disability in admission 
to, access to, or operation of its programs, 
services or activities, in accordance with Title 
Il of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990. Individuals requiring auxiliary aids for 
communication or other accommodation are 
invited to make their needs and preferences 
known by calling Victoria Cruise at (860) 
757-5349. 

Dated at Hartford, Connecticut, this 3rd day 
of February, 2022. 

Andrew N. Mais 

Insurance Commissioner 
2/9, 2/16/2022 7146973 
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Connecticut 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
SUPERIOR COURT 
JUVENILE MATTERS 


NOTICE 


Notice to Laura Tobey, formerly of Dayville, 
CT, currently 
of parts unknown 


A petition has been filed seeking: 
Commitment of minor child(ren) of the above 
named or vesting of custody and care of said 
child(ren) of the above named in a lawful, 
private or public agency or a suitable and 
worthy person. 


The petition, whereby the court’s decisions 
can affect the parental rights, if any regarding 
minor child(ren) will be heard on: 3/29/2022 
at 10:15 a.m. at SCJM, 978 Hartford 
Turnpike, Waterford, CT 06385 


Therefore, ORDERED that notice of the 
hearing of this petition be given by publishing 
this Order of Notice once, immediately upon 
receipt, in the Hartford Courant, PO BOX 569, 
Hartford, CT 06141 


Judge Barbara A. Hoffman, 
Signed by Lisa M. Rinato, Dep. Chief Clerk, 
Date signed 2/16/2022 


Right to Counsel: Upon proof of inability to 
pay for a lawyer, the court will make sure an 
attorney is provided to you by the Chief Public 
Defender. Request for an attorney should be 
made immediately in person, by mail, or by 
fax at the court office where your hearing is 
to be held. 

2/17/2022 7152580 








Extra Space Storage will hold a public auction 
to sell personal property described below 
belonging to those individuals listed below 
at the location indicated: 578 Federal Road, 
Brookfield, CT 06804, February 24, 2022 at 
11:00 AM. Daniel Griffin unit 2543, business 
inventory. The auction will be listed and 
advertised on www.storagetreasures.com. 
Purchases must be made with cash only and 
paid at the above referenced facility in order 
to complete the transaction. Extra Space 
Storage may refuse any bid and may rescind 
any purchase up until the winning bidder 
takes possession of the personal property. 
2/10, 2/17/2022 7144186 








Enfield CT Minority Opportunity — Silktown 
Roofing is currently soliciting SBE/MBE/ 
DBE subcontractors for Public Notice; 
Enfield CT-North Thompson Fire House Roof 
Replacement. Trades; carpentry, plumbing, 
lightning protection, portable restrooms. 
Material Supply; Flatstock Metal, Lumber. 
Our bid submits on Wednesday, February 
23, 2022. If additional time is needed for 
your submission please call our estimating 
department. Interested parties are asked 
to contact us at subcontracting@silktown- 
roofing.com. An Affirmative Action/Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 

2/17/2022 7151671 








NOTICE OF DECISION 
CROMWELL WATER POLLUTION CONTROL 
AUTHORITY 


At its Public Hearing and Regular Meeting on 
Monday, February 14th, 2022, the Cromwell 
Water Pollution Control Authority “CWPCA” 
took the following action: 

1. Approved of the 2022/2023 Sewer 
Assessment Budget of $33,000 

2. Approved of the 2022/2023 Sewer Usage 
Budget of $2,407,980 

3. Approved of the 2022/2023 Sewer CNR 
Fund of $1,023,000 

4. Approved of the 2022/2023 Sewer User 
EDU Rate at $275 

Any appeal from such Public Hearing 
Decision must be filed with the Superior 
Court within 21 days of the filing of said 
established Sewer User EDU Rate of $275 
on February 14th, 2022. 

Dated at Cromwell, Connecticut this 16th day 
of February 2022. 

Alice Kelly, CWPCA Chairman 

2/17/2022 7152549 











STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
SUPERIOR COURT 
JUVENILE MATTERS 


ORDER OF NOTICE 


NOTICE to John Doe, father of female child 
born 04/02/2007 to Tonya W. 
of parts unknown 


A petition has been filed seeking: 


Commitment of minor child(ren) of the above 
named or vesting of custody and care of said 
child(ren) 

of the above named in a lawful, private 
or public agency or a suitable and worthy 
person. 


The petition, whereby the court’s decision 
can affect your parental rights, if any, regard- 
ing minor child(ren) will be 


Hearing on an Order of Temporary Custody 
will be heard on: 03/24/2022 at 11:45am 
@SCJM, 1 Court Street, Middletown, Ct 
06457 


Therefore, ORDERED, that notice of the 
hearing of this petition be given by publishing 
this Order of Notice once, immediately upon 
receipt, in the: Hartford Courant a newspaper 
having a circulation in the town/city of : 
Hartford CT 


Honorable Tejas Bhatt 
Judge 

Pranvera Cirraga 
Administrative Clerk 

Date Signed: 02/10/2022 


Right to Counsel: Upon proof of inability to 
pay for a lawyer, the court will make sure an 
attorney is provided to you by the Chief Public 
Defender. Request for an attorney should be 
made immediately in person, by mail, or by 
fax at the court office where your hearing is 
to be held. 

2/17/2022 7152173 








Hamden CT Minority Opportunity — Silktown 
Roofing is currently soliciting SBE/MBE/DBE 
subcontractors for Public Notice; Hamden CT- 
Dunbar Hill Elementary School-Hamden CT. 
Trades; carpentry, plumbing, HVAC, electrical, 
masonry, asbestos abatement, portable rest- 
rooms, window installation, skylight installa- 
tion, translucent panel installation. Material 
Supply; flatstock metal, lumber, skylights, 
roof hatches, roof railings. Our bid submits 
on Tuesday, February 22, 2022. If additional 
time is needed for your submission please 
call our estimating department. Interested 
parties are asked to contact us at subcon- 
tracting@silktownroofing.com. An Affirmative 
Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. 
2/17/2022 7152340 








PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 


The Mansfield Historic District Commission 
will hold the following public hearing on 
2/23/2022 via a web-based virtual meeting 
to hear comments regarding the following 
application : 

* 6:35 PM: Application for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness to authorize replacement of 
a portion of the roof with metal on property 
located 564 Storrs Road, Assessor’s Parcel 
ID 29.115.9. (HDC File Number HOOO8) 
Information on how to participate in the 
public hearing will be on the meeting 
agenda, which will be posted at http://www. 
mansfieldct.gov/AgendaCenter no less than 
24 hours before the meeting. 

No information from the public shall be re- 
ceived after the close of the Public Hearing. 
Additional information regarding this applica- 
tion is available by emailing 
planzonedept@mansfieldct.org. 

Gail Bruhn, Chair 

2/17/2022 7152202 
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OBITUARIES BY TOWN 





Berlin Other Towns in CT 

Alexander Stephenson Robert J. Boy 
Bloomfield Scott Fluet 

Merope Cusano Elaine Kane 
Bristol Lawrence B. Morse 

Gary Johnston Anita F. Ramm 
East Hartford Rocky Hill 

William Howard, Jr. Barbara Jankowski 
Ellington South Windsor 

Robert K. Hughey William Howard, Jr. 
Glastonbury Suzanne B. Laverdiere 


Steven J. Pensiero 
Southington 


Mae A. Caruso 
Steven J. Pensiero 


Manchester Robert J. Boy 
Scott Fluet Suffield 

New Britain Douglas Mckown 
Getahun Asres Vernon 

Newington Robert K. Hughey 
Barbara Jankowski Wethersfield 
Elaine Kane Merope Cusano 

Old Saybrook Windsor 


Alexander Stephenson Kenneth W. Mahon 


* Denotes name listing only. 


Please note: not all death notices are in alphabetical order. 


OBITUARIES 


Asres, Getahun 


Getahun Asres, 79, of New 
Britain, passed away peace- 
fully on Tuesday, February 
15th, 2022 at Hartford Hospital 
Surrounded by his family. He 
was the beloved husband of 
Giffti (Hailu) Asres. Born in 
Ethiopia, son of the late Asres 
Abegaz and Zewditu Fetene. 
He settled in New Britain 25 
years ago after coming to the 
U.S. from Ethiopia. He was a 
dedicated teacher. He was a Kind, gentle, humorous 
and loving soul. Along with his wife, he leaves his 
four children, Robel Asres and his wife Kidest of VA, 
Selamawit Asres Maru and her husband Emmanuel of 
MD, Abell Asres and Alemayehu Asres both of New 
Britain, and his two grandchildren, Ruhama Asres and 
Emmanuel Maru, Jr. He also leaves his sister, Almaz 
Abebe of MD, his brother Anetnhe Asres and his wife 
Geraldine of East Granby, several nieces, nephews and 
cousins. He was predeceased by his sister Asegedech 
Asres. Relatives and friends are invited to call on 
Friday, February 18th , from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at 
Duksa Family Funeral Homes at Newington Memorial, 
20 Bonair Ave., Newington followed by a prayer service 
at 11:00 a.m. at the funeral home. He will be laid to 
rest following the service in Fairview Cemetery, New 
Britain. To share a memory with his family, please visit 
us at Www.duksa.net. 


Y 
DUKSA 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Caruso, Mae A. (Cohn) 


Mae Caruso passed away 
peacefully at the age of 101 % 
| years on February 10, 2022, in 
Glastonbury, CT. She was pre- 
deceased by her husband of 
' § 62 years, Enrico Caruso, and is 
- © survived by her three children, 
' » Michele Caruso, Enrico Caruso 
we Jr. (Denise), Michael Caruso; 2 
9 grandchildren, Christina 
“| Mason (Greg), Pamela Bregg 
wh (DONOVan); and 2 great-grand- 
children, Charlotte, and Miles Mason. Mae was born 
Marianne Cohn, the youngest of 6 children, to Anna 
and Ellis Cohn in Brooklyn, New York, on August 24, 
1920. She grew up in Brooklyn and Long Island, eventu- 
ally joining her brothers as a bookkeeper in the family 
engraving business. On Christmas Day, 1942, Mae mar- 
ried the love of her life, Enrico, in Denver, CO, returning 
to New York after the war where together they built a 
successful hairstyling business that thrived for 35 
years featuring a star-studded clientele including 
Audrey Hepburn, Marilyn Monroe, and Jacqueline 
Kennedy. Mae was ahead of her time, a role model and 
an enduring inspiration for generations of women, 
managing to combine her responsibilities as business 
manager with raising 3 children in the 1950s and ‘60s. 
She never missed a dance recital or a swim meet. 
Through it all she exhibited an impeccable sense of 
style and elegance, always looking like she just stepped 
off the cover of Vogue. She was relentlessly curious 
and loved to learn. Post-retirement, she earned an IATA 
certification enabling her to book and enjoy traveling 
the world with Enrico. She became a licensed realtor 
and bought a house; earned an interior design license, 
and decorated the house. She was a voracious reader; 
possessing a scary sense of humor, she devoured 
Stephen King novels and pronounced them hilarious. 
Her passion for shopping was legendary; she tackled 
the malls with joy in her heart and a killer instinct. She 
was a cut-throat Bridge player; she did not like to lose. 
Mae’s outlook was unfailingly optimistic and she met 
the challenges and rewards of her life’s journey with a 
perpetual sense of wonder and an ethereal grace that 
charmed the hearts of all who knew her. After residing 
in Ft. Lauderdale, FL for 35 years, she moved back to 
the northeast, living her final years at The Hearth in 
Glastonbury, CT, where she was affectionately known 
S “Lady Mae” to the many aids and nursing staff that 
cared for her. Mae Caruso loved generously and was 
well-loved. 


MULRYAN 


~ FUNERAL HOME | 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Fluet, Scott 


Scott Fluet, 64, of Columbia, 
CT, beloved husband and fa- 
ther to Christine (Hellstrom) 
Fluet, son Alex and daughter 
Geneva, passed away on 
February 7, 2022. He was 
born in Manchester, CT to 
Shirley (Bragdon) and the late 
Norman Fluet. 


Scott was Scout Master to 

Columbia Boy Scout Troop 
162 for a number of years. As a Project Supervisor, 
Scott built and restored many commercial buildings in 
CT, RI, NY, MA, and MI. He also built homes in Russia 
during the 1990's. He was always lending a helpful 
hand to anyone that was in need. 


He is survived by his wife, Christine (Hellstrom) Fluet; 
children, Geneva, Alex and his fiancé, Tiffany; siblings, 
Dana and his wife Ann, Brian and his wife Sharon, Chris 
and his wife Candy, Sarah Allard, Barry and his wife 
Terri, Ken and his girlfriend Nicole; and his sister in 
law, Tammy. 


His services will be at the convenience of his family. 
For an online memorial guestbook, please visit www. 
potterfuneralhome.com 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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Boy, Robert J. 


Robert J. Boy, 88, of 
Southington, passed away at 
his home on _ Tuesday, 
February 15, 2022 surrounded 
by his family. He had been the 
loving husband of Patricia 
(Radda) Boy for nearly 67 
years. Bob was born on April 
14, 1933 in Old Lyme, CT. He 
proudly served his country in 
the U. S. Army during the 
Korean War and worked as a 
lineman and supervisor for CL & P, retiring after 37 
years of service. Bob was a founding member of St. 
Dominic Church in Southington and ran the 300 Club 
for many years. He was a certified electrician and built 
many homes in Southington and Bristol. In addition to 
his wife Pat, Bob is survived by 4 children: Bobby Boy 
and his wife Phyllis of Hartwill, GA; Rosalyn Fahey and 
her husband Gregory of Madison; Roger Boy and his 
wife Lisa of Punta Gorda, FL and Rory Boy and his wife 
Karen of Cheshire and 10 grandchildren; Matthew and 
Mark Boy, Weston Fahey, Julia Fahey and her fiancé Dan 
Trusty, Joshua and Jeremy Boy, Justin Talalaj and 
Andrew, Christopher and William Boy. He is also sur- 
vived by one sister Marion and several nieces and 
nephews. Bob was predeceased by an infant son, Mark 
and many sisters and brothers. In lieu of flowers, dona- 
tions in Bob's memory may be made to Franciscan 
Home Care and Hospice Care, 267 Finch Ave, Meriden, 
CT 06451 or to the Veteran's Affairs, VA CT Voluntary 
Services, 555 Willard Ave. Newington, CT 06111. A Mass 
of Christian Burial will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, 
February 21, 2022 at St. Dominic Church, 1050 Flanders 
Rd, Southington. Please meet directly at church. Burial 
with military honors will follow in St. Thomas Cemetery, 
Southington. Calling hours will be held from 2 - 4 p.m. 
on Sunday, February 20, 2022 at the Plantsville Funeral 
Home, 975 S. Main St, Plantsville. For online condo- 
lences and directions, please visit www.plantsvillefu- 
neralhome.com. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Cusano, Merope “Mary” (Macris) 


Merope “Mary” (Macris) 

Cusano, 92, beloved wife of 

the late Chris Cusano, Sr., 

passed away suddenly on 

/ Wednesday, January 19, at her 

home in Wethersfield. Mary 

was born on November 28, 

1929 in Hartford to the late 

7 - Georgia (Pantazi) and James 

“ae / * Macris. Prior to her retirement 

: ' Mary was employed by the 

ae 6 “ Travelers Insurance Company. 

Mary's greatest joy was spending time with family and 

friends. She enjoyed playing bingo at the Senior Center, 

watching her favorite soap operas, listening to music 

and frequenting the casino with her partner in crime, 
her niece Maria. 





Mary will be dearly missed and forever remembered 
by her daughter, Cheryl Leva and Thomas Larkum of 
Bloomfield, CT her son Chris Cusano Jr. of Manhattan, 
NY and her grandson, Jimmy Leva and his wife, Chantal, 
of New Jersey. She also leaves behind many nieces and 
nephews. Mary was predeceased by her two sisters 
Emily Matarangas and Virginia Syverson. The fam- 
ily would especially like to thank Maria and James 
Matarangas for their love and support over the years. 


Merope will be remembered for her gentle spirit and 
for the unselfish, caring and giving person she was. 


Funeral services will be private. In memory of Merope, 
donations may be made to the St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital (www.stjude.org). Online condolenc- 
es may be made at www.SheehanHilbornBreen.com. 


Sheehan Hilborn Breen 
FUNERAL HOME 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Kane, Elaine 


Elaine (Zapor) Kane, 69, of 
Coventry, peacefully passed 
away on Wednesday, February 
9, 2022 at Hartford Hospital 
after a long journey with 
bladder cancer. She was born 
in Hartford on November 12, 
1952 to Florence and William 
Zapor. Elaine was raised in 
Newington where she gradu- 
ated from Newington High in 
1971. Shortly after high 
school Elaine started a job at the Aetna and bought a 
house on her own in Coventry where she was a long- 
time resident of 40 years. After working at the Aetna 
She raised her 2 children for many years until entering 
back into the workforce. She was a dedicated employee 
working in banking where she met many longtime 
friends. Elaine ended up retiring from Savings Institute 
and a part time job at Big Y in 2019 due to her illness 
when she was diagnosed in 2018. Elaine was an active 
community member where she volunteered in school 
classrooms, band boosters, and at her church of St. 
Mary's as a CCD teacher. She was always eager to help 
where she could. Elaine was very independent and a 
hard worker throughout her life. Although the cancer 
Stopped her from working it did not stop Elaine from 
living her life and making memories with family and 
friends. Elaine enjoyed watching her grandchildren 
grow and would attend as many activities they were in 
as she could, she spent many great times with family 
and friends and recently traveled cross country with 
her friend over the summer of 2021. SO many memories 
through the years that meant so much to Elaine. 


Elaine is survived by her daughter and son-in-law 
Melissa and Derek Kjellquist of Andover and son 
Jonathan Kane of Coventry; brother and sister-in-law 
William and Valerie Zapor of Newington; step-sister 
Paula Foley and her husband Christopher Foley of 
South Windsor; step-brother Peter and his wife Alice of 
Old Lyme; her adored grandchildren, Brianna, Haley and 
Blake Kjellquist; her beloved goddaughter, Stephanie 
Schumacher; along with nieces and nephews; as well 
as numerous relatives and friends. Elaine was prede- 
ceased by her father, William Zapor; mother, Florence 
Baril; step-father Leonard Baril; nephews, Christopher 
Zapor and Matthew Foley. 


The family would also like to thank Dr. Kamradt and 
all of his office staff (Lou), Hartford Hospital infusion 
centers and the staff on CB2 at Hartford Hospital along 
with her Hospice team for providing Elaine with such 
care and compassion in her last moments with us and 
reminding her that she was an inspiration. Elaine was 
SO appreciative of all the love and support she had 
throughout her journey from professionals, family and 
friends. She did not lose her battle, she fought to the 
very end so strong with grace and confidence. 


Relatives and friends are invited to call on Tuesday, 
February 22nd from 4:00-6:00 p.m. at Potter Funeral 
Home, 456 Jackson Street, Willimantic. Burial will be at 
a later date to be determined by the family. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to 
Coventry High School Music Boosters, 78 Ripley Hill Rd, 
Coventry, CT 06238. For an online memorial guestbook, 
please visit www.potterfuneralhome.com 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 





























Hughey, Robert Keith 


Robert Keith Hughey, 98, of 

Cheshire, and formerly of 

Vernon, entered heaven on 

January 24, 2022. Robert was 

predeceased by his dear wife 

Marion (Cox), brother David 

and sister Marcia, brother-in- 

“7 law Leslie Cox, sister-in-law 

Py) Shirley and her husband 

.7 Joseph Livergood. He is sur- 

» vived by his children: Sharon 

| >. Hughey, Richard and wife 

“mews Kathy Hughey, Lynda and hus- 

band Paul Mathewson, Robin and husband 

Joseph Kline, and Cathy and husband Gary 

Merrill, eight grandchildren and 17 great- 

grandchildren. He also leaves sister-n-laws 
Lorraine Hughey and Joy Cox. 

Robert was born February 17, 1923, to Robert and 
Verona Hughey in Gorham, Maine. His life was built 
around his faith and love for Jesus, always active at 
church and in worldwide missions. 

Bob was a World War Il United States Coast Guard 
Veteran onboard the U.S.S. Cepheus. He bravely served 
during the Invasion of Southern France and the Invasion 
of Okinawa. 

Bob received a B.A. in Education from Wheaton College, 
a Master's’ degree in Education from the University of 
Hartford and a Sixth-Year from the University of CT. 
His teaching career spanned 38 years. He was head 
teacher at Mountain Laurel School for 25 years. 

Bob demonstrated great love and dedication to Marion 
in her later years. He thoroughly invested in the lives 
of his children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
first by passing on his love and devotion to Jesus, 
but also through many wonderful activities and 
experiences. 

A service celebrating Bob's life will be held at Ellington 
Wesleyan Church, 276 Crystal Lake Road, Ellington, 
CT at 11:00 AM on March 5, 2022. There will be time 
to greet the family at 10:00 AM. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may be made to Wycliffe Bible 
Translators at wycliffe.org/projects/Gods-word-luang 
or Gideons International at gideons.org/donate For 
online condolences and guest book, please visit www. 
carmonfuneralhome.com 


ich CARMON 


Community Funeral Homes 








Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Laverdiere, Suzanne B. 


TA 


te Suzanne B. Laverdiere, 99, 
“See formerly of South Windsor, 
Me died peacefully on February 9, 
Se 2022, surrounded by her lov- 
Sey ing family. She was married to 
game} Jean-Paul Laverdiere for 58 
years, until he passed in 2006. 
Suzanne was the mother of 

y Marc Laverdiere and his wife 


John, and Nicole 

= M3 Melville and her husband Mike. 

Suzanne was ‘the grandmother of 11 grandchildren: 
Marc and Lisa Laverdiere, Carinne Vaillancourt, Patrice 
and Dan Stering, Janae and Evan Holmes, Katie and 
Chris Upright, Jimmy and Courtney Norton, Meghan and 
Jason Montano, Ryan and Becky McConville, Colin 
McConville, Ryan and Valerie Melville, and Chris Melville 
and Caitlyn Chapman. Suzanne was the great-grand- 
mother of 13: Marc and Luc Laverdiere, Kenna and 
Ethan Stering, Alexander and Caroline Holmes, Auburn 
and Tegan Upright, Johnny Norton, Winter Montano, 
Colin and Chloe McConville, and Dorian Melville. 
Suzanne was cared for with love for almost three years 
by her caregiver and good friend, Winsome Leslie. Born 
in Sherbrooke, Quebec, Canada on December 22, 1922, 
Suzanne is survived by her sister Emilie Boutin and 
predeceased by 15 siblings. Suzanne moved from 
Canada to Connecticut in 1958, where she and Jean- 
Paul raised their family in South Windsor and were pa- 
rishioners of St. Margaret Mary Church. They retired to 
Florida for several years and Suzanne returned to 
Connecticut in 2006. The family will receive friends on 
Saturday, February 19, 2022, from 12noo0n -1:30PM and 
conclude with a funeral home service and celebration 
of life at 1:30PM with Fr. Larry Barile celebrating. In 
lieu of flowers, expressions of sympathy may be made 
in Suzanne's memory to the Manchester Area 
Conferences of Churches (MACC), online at www. 
macc-ct.org/donate (Please select Community Kitchen 
or Community Emergency Pantry). The mailing address 
is MACC Charities, P.O. Box 3804, Manchester, CT 
06045-3804 and the phone number is 860-647-0440. 
For online condolences, please visit www. tierneyfuner- 


alhome.com. 
am JOHN FE 
Nerre hae: 
TIERNEYFUNERALHOME,.CCM | 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


MOrSE, Lawrence Bryant 


Lawrence Bryant Morse, of 
lvoryton, passed away after a 
brief illness on February 14, 
2022. Husband of Betsy Bond 
Morse. They were married in 
1959. Lawrence was born on 
November 29, 1938, in East 
Orange, NJ, the son of Cyrus 
B. Morse and Laura Heine 
Morse, formerly of South 
Windsor and Granby. 
Lawrence graduated from 
Ellsworth Memorial High School, Brown University, BA, 
and RPI, MS. He was employed by FISERV, retiring in 
1999. Prior to FISERV, he was employed with Society 
Savings Bank, Boston Safe Deposit and Trust, Travelers, 
Cigna. He was an active member of the First Church of 
Christ in Saybrook, Congregational, UCC. He was a 
member of the church choir, many boards and commit- 
tees, Chairman of the Board of Shoreline Soup Kitchens 
& Pantries, Inc., Capella Cantorum Men's Chorus, 
Hilltop Four Plus, and Red Cross. He enjoyed wood- 
working and antique cars. He will be most remembered 
as the most loving husband, father, grandfather, and 
great grandfather. In addition to his wife, he is survived 
by his daughters Deborah M. Ringen and her husband 
Alan of Westbrook, Tracey M. Lamothe and her husband 
Michael of Madison, and Ann M. Gamble of Ivoryton; 
brother John C. Morse of Newington; sister Lucinda M. 
Hooker and her husband Samuel of Federal Way, WA; 
grandchildren David, Michael (Leslie), Stephen Ringen, 
Alison (Brittini Demers) Lamothe, Adam (Amanda), 
Jennifer, Andrew Gamble; great grand daughters Leah 
and Madison Gamble; many nieces and nephews; and 
dear friends, and neighbors. In addition to his parents, 
he was predeceased by his nephew Richard Bond, sis- 
ters-in-law Linda Bond, Barbara Morse, and in-laws 
Richard and Cynthia Bond. 
A memorial service will be held on Saturday, February 
19th at 11am in the First Church of Christ in Saybrook, 
Congregational, UCC, 366 Main St., Old Saybrook, CT 
06475. In lieu of flowers memorial donations may be 
made to the Legacy Fund of First Church, 366 Main St., 
Old Saybrook, or to Shoreline Soup & Pantries, Inc., PO 
Box 804, Essex, CT 06426. To sign the online guest book 
visit www.swanfuneralhomeoldsaybrook.com. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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Howard, Jr., William 


William F. “Bill” Howard, Jr., 64, beloved cousin and 
friend, passed away peacefully at his apartment 
on Friday, February 11, 2022. Born in Hartford on 
November 9, 1957, Bill was a lifetime resident of East 
Hartford. He is predeceased by his parents, Dorothy 
(Treiber) and William F. Howard, Sr., and his sister, April 
Jean Howard. 

Bill is survived by three first cousins, Kenneth B. 
Andersen of Ashland, OR, Andrew J. Garretto of South 
Windsor and Robert H. “Hank” Garretto of West Suffield, 
along with their spouses and children. 

Known affectionately to many of his friends as “How”, 
he graduated from the George J. Penney High School in 
1976. Afterwards, he worked at UPS in Hartford where 
he stayed for over 40 years and served as a Union 
Steward. An avid mystery reader and lifelong Red Sox 
fan, Bill also enjoyed music, concerts, aviation and sail- 
ing in Long Island Sound on his 22-foot Catalina day 
Sailer. He will be cremated, as per his wishes. 

A Memorial/Remembrance Service and Celebration of 
Bill’s life will be scheduled at a future date. Funeral 
arrangements have been entrusted to the D'Esopo East 
Hartford Memorial Chapel, 30 Carter St., East Hartford. 
To leave a memory of Bill or to receive updated service 
information, please visit www.desopoeh.com. 


D’Esopo 
Funeral Chapel 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Sanwa, Barbara 


Barbara Jankowski, 71, wife of 

Richard Jankowski of Rocky 

Hill, passed away February 14, 

2022 in UConn John Dempsey 

Hospital. She was born in 

Krynica, Poland on January 10, 

- | 1951 and immigrated to 

= Hartford in 1973. Barbara 

~ loved wildlife of all kinds and 

. loved her dog Bella. She was 

» an avid reader and enjoyed 

= = doing crossword puzzles daily. 

When the weather was nice Barbara enjoyed being 
outdoors and fishing. Besides her husband, Richard 
Jankowski she leaves behind her son Alan Stanek, her 
niece Alicja Dunnells and her great-niece Alyssa 
Nadeau. A graveside service will be held on Monday 
February 21, 2022 at 1:00 PM at Rose Hill Memorial 
Park (Section 31) Rocky Hill, CT 06067. In lieu of flowers 
please consider a donation to the CT Humane Society 
701 Russell Road, Newington, CT 06111 in her memory. 
To extend condolences, please visit Farleysullivan.com. 


Farley-Sullivan 


Funeral Home 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


McKown, Douglas 


Douglas G. McKown, 69, of 
Suffield, passed away Sur- 
rounded by family on Friday, 
February 11, 2022 at St. 
Francis Hospital, Hartford. 
Born April 15, 1952 in Buffalo, 
NY, son of Curtis and Jeanne 
(Haffa) McKown. He lived in 
Suffield for the past 25 years 
and was employed as a 
Customer Account Specialist 
for NFI Industries in 
Glastonbury. Doug was an avid NASCAR fan, loved to 
play the lottery, go to the casino, and enjoyed vacation- 
ing in Anna Maria Island, FL. He is survived by Karen, 
his loving wife of 20 years, three daughters who adored 
him, Lynn D‘Angelo and her husband, Craig of 
Middletown, DE, Jessica Lauver and her husband, 
Edward of Newark, DE, and Abigail Piner and her hus- 
band, James of Smyrna, NC and a step-daughter, Katie 
Bindas of Windsor Locks, who held a special place in 
his heart. He also leaves behind six grandchildren, 
Justin, Lauren, and Bradley D'Angelo, Jacob, Ashley, 
and Liliana Piner; two sisters, Cynthia Villena and her 
husband, Nestor of Hilton Head, SC; Andrea Siebold 
and her husband, Bruce of Hilton Head, SC; and a 
brother, Richard McKown and his wife, Julie of 
Rochester, NY. Funeral services will be private and at 
the convenience of the family. The family has entrusted 
Nicholson & Carmon Funeral Home with his care. To 
leave on-line condolences please visit www.carmonfu- 
neralhome.com 


t@ CARMON 


Community Funeral Homes 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Ramm, Anita Fay 


Anita Fay Ramm passed away 
peacefully under hospice 
care in Mansfield on the 
morning on February 14, 
2022. 
De, as she was known to all 
her friends and family, was 
born in Vernon on May 28, 
1928, to Murray and Hazel 
(Hewes) Fay. She graduated 
from Hall High School in West 
= Hartford, the University of 
ennectiant at Storrs and did graduate work at both 
UConn and Eastern Connecticut State University. 
She married Henry H. Ramm (who predeceased her in 
1988) and was a resident of Columbia for more than 
fifty years, leaving only for a short while to move with 
Pratt & Whitney to Belgium and then to Manchester. 
De was very active in the Town of Columbia. She was 
one of the founders of the Columbia Cooperative 
Kindergarten where she also taught for several years 
before teaching at the Horace Porter School. In addition, 
De served on the Board of Directors of the Saxton B. 
Little Library and on the Board of the Columbia Historic 
Society. She was the first official Town Historian and 
served in that capacity for many years while building 
a fine archive of Columbia historical items and docu- 
ments. With others, De also researched and authored 
“The Story of Columbia Continues... 1954-1992". 
Henry and De had a family of three sons. Stephen 
Hewes Ramm, their eldest, lives in Columbia as does 
their youngest Christopher Hewes Ramm (married to 
Patrice Bertora Ramm). Son Henry David Ramm lives 
in Houston (married to Angela Haraka Ramm). De was 
a terrific grandmother to Todd, Lindsay (husband Elliot 
Hayden, South Glastonbury), Kyle (wife Marie Welles 
Ramm, Columbia), Dylan and Marley and was blessed 
with great grandchildren Grace, Conor and Henry. She 
also leaves a niece, Nancy Fredericks, and a nephew, 
Mark Brett. De will be greatly missed by all. 
Per her wishes, De will be cremated, and her ashes 
Scattered along side those of her late husband's. A 
memorial service will be conducted at a later date 
in Columbia. The family asks that donations in De’s 
memory be directed to the Henry H. Ramm Memorial 
Fund at Saxton B. Little Library in Columbia. For an 
online memorial guestbook please visit www.potterfu- 
neralhome.com. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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Pensiero, Steven J. 


Steven J. Pensiero, 61, of 
South Windsor and formerly of 
Glastonbury, passed away un- 
expectedly on Sunday, 
February 13, 2022. He was a 
kind and gentle husband to his 
wife and best friend, Kerrie 
(Boone) Pensiero for twenty- 
four years. One of his greatest 
accomplishments was being a 
father to his cherished son 
Rudy & daughter Emma. He 
was their hero and biggest cheerleader. Always with 
his gentle guidance and ever present humor in all he 
did. In addition to his wife and children, he is survived 
by his brothers Michael Pensiero and his wife Marina of 
MD, Paul Pensiero and his wife Linda of FL and several 
nieces and nephews. Steven was also fortunate to have 
a great number of friends and acquaintances who 
adored him. His love of life, laughter and his general 
human kindness will be forever missed. Born in 
Bloomfield, Steven was the son of the late Rudy and 
Mary (Carpino) Pensiero. He was a long time Glastonbury 
resident, moving to South Windsor three years ago. 
Steve owned and operated STP Bindery for 35 years. He 
was loved and respected by many of his employees, 
customers and colleagues. His ability to genuinely con- 
nect with another human being is what endeared him 
to all. A Celebration of his life will be held on Thursday, 
February 17, 2022 at 6:00 pm at Mulryan Funeral Home, 
725 Hebron Ave., Glastonbury. Burial will be at the 
convenience of the family. Friends may call on Thursday 
from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm. For online condolences, 
please visit www.mulryanfh.com. 


MULRYAN 


FUNERAL HOME 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Mahon, Kenneth W. 


Retired Brig. General Kenneth 
W. Mahon, Connecticut Air 
National Guard, of Windsor, 
passed away peacefully on 
February 13, 2022, at the age 
of 76, at Saint Francis Hospital 
in Hartford, CT. He was born in 
Brooklyn, NY, on December 12, 
1945, son of the late William 
and Dorothy (Miller) Mahon. 
He is survived by his wife of 51 
years, Janet (Yeager) Mahon; 
his children, Elizabeth Couluris 
and her husband John, William Mahon and 
his wife Melissa, and Jeffrey Mahon; his 
grandchildren, Vivien Mahon, Weston 
Mahon, and Austin Couluris; his sister, 
Patricia Wachtler; and his cousin, Pamela Chiarolanza. 
A graduate of Saint John's University, Ken discovered 
early in life that he had a passion for flying. He received 
his commission in the U.S. Navy in 1967, where he 
served as a Navigator Instructor for Antarctic missions. 
He then joined the Connecticut Air Guard in 1973 and 
upon completion of advanced aviation training became 
a fighter pilot in 1974. 
From 1975 to 1995 Ken served in a number of positions 
at the Guard until he was named Commander and ap- 
pointed Chief of Staff, Connecticut Air National Guard. 
He was promoted to Brigadier General and federally 
recognized on March 14, 1996. He received the Air 
Force Commendation Medal, the Meritorious Service 
Medal, and the Connecticut Medal of Merit, to name 
a few. Flying numerous types of tactical aircraft, Ken 
ended his military flying career in the A-10 Thunderbolt 
ll and retired in 1997. 
From 1981 to 2007 Ken was also the corporate aviation 
manager and chief pilot for The Travelers/Citigroup 
operations in Connecticut and White Plains, NY. Among 
other responsibilities, he coordinated flights for corpo- 
rate business meetings to destinations worldwide. As 
chief pilot, he flew many international flights for the 
company CEO and corporate executive staff. 
Ken was a dedicated family man, working hard his 
entire life to ensure his children had every opportunity 
to succeed. He loved the outdoors, especially scenic 
drives in the countryside. In the later years, he enjoyed 
Spending time with his grandchildren in CT or Florida 
and traveling on various cruises. Even after a suffering 
a major stroke eight years ago, Ken always maintained 
a positive attitude and a fighting spirit. He will be 
dearly missed by his family and friends. 
His family will receive friends and relatives on 
Saturday, February 19, 2022, from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
at Carmon Poquonock Funeral Home, 1816 Poquonock 
Ave, Windsor, CT. A Mass of Christian Burial will follow 
at 11:00 AM at Saint Joseph Church, 1747 Poquonock 
Ave, Windsor. Burial with military honors will follow at 
Windsor Veterans Memorial Cemetery, Windsor. 
To express condolences online go to www.carmontu- 
neralhome. com 
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a Alexander 


Alexander Brandon 
Stephenson, 31, passed away 
peacefully at his home in 
Kensington, Connecticut on 
February 8th, 2022. He was 
born March 30, 1990, in 
Gelnhausen, Germany and is 
the beloved son of Eileen 
Kearney-Stephenson and the 
late Capt. Adam _ Brandon 
Stephenson. 


Alex valued and cherished family and his many lifelong 
school friends, both students and faculty. His family 
would like to thank each one of them for making a 
difference in his life. A special thank you to Donna 
Hunter, his preschool teacher, and Sally Grady his high 
School social worker, for their patience, guidance and 
compassion they showed Alex throughout his school 
years. In addition, we extend a special thanks to his 
loyal friend, Tara Davis and her daughter, Annabelle 
(New Britain) for their love, laughs and support over 
the last few years. 


Though Alex was challenged with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder, his accomplishments were many. He gradu- 
ated Berlin High School, attended Lincoln College of 
New England where he majored in Mortuary Science 
and participated in the Cosmetology Programs at 
Maranello Cosmetology School and the Academy Di 
Cappelli 


Alex had a beautiful personality and charm all his own. 
His sense of humor was appreciated by all and will live 
on with his memory. He also had a very creative side 
to him. Alex loved cooking, reading, music, fencing 
and mastering his talents in Mortuary Science and 
Cosmetology. His smile and very presence will be 
missed! 


He is survived by his loving Mother, Eileen Kearney, 
who resides in Kensington, Connecticut; Shirley 
and Brandon Stephenson, who reside in Georgia (his 
paternal grandparents) and several aunts, uncles and 
cousins he adored and his maternal aunts, Mary Anne 
and Gary Spagnoli, Jean and Michael Guyader, Beverly 
Bryda and Martin Kearney (Meriden) and Sharon and 
Altan Denizkurt (Amston) and several cousins and 
Maddie its newest member. He is predeceased by 
his Father, Adam Stephenson, his godfather, Thomas 
Kearney (Meriden) and his maternal grandparents, 
Eileen and Thomas Kearney of Montvale, NJ. 


The funeral will be held on Saturday, February 19th 
at 11:30 a.m. at St. Paul’s Church, 461 Alling Street, 
Berlin, Connecticut. The burial will be private. 


Donations can be made to The Belin Peck Memorial 
Library. The Friends of Berlin Animal Control or Berea 
Baptist Church Cemetery fund, 402 Berea Church Rd, 
Commerce, GA 30530. 


To share memories and condolences with the family 
please visit www.berlinmemorialfuneralhome.com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


In Loving Memory Of 
STANLEY J. ‘FR. STAN’ NADOLNY 


10/28/1942 - 2/17/2021 
Thinking of you today. We love and miss you! 
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Blumenthal helps forge Kids Online Safety Act 


Proposal a step toward protecting young people from ‘destructive content, addictive dark places’ 


By Daniela Altimari 
Hartford Courant 


Senators from both sides of 
the aisle came together Wednes- 
day to propose a bill that aims 
to address the corrosive effects 
of social media on children’s 
mental health. 

Led by U.S. Sens. Richard 
Blumenthal, a Democrat from 
Connecticut, and Marsha 
Blackburn, a Republican from 
Tennessee, the measure would 


give parents of children under 16 
new tools to restrict screen time 
and protect privacy. Notably the 
measure would provide parents 
and children with the ability to 
limit or ban some content. It 
would also allow users to opt 
out of features, such as auto play, 
that are designed to keep people 
hooked on social media plat- 
forms, and rewards for spend- 
ing time on a site. 

The Kids Online Safety Act is 
the product of hours of hearings 


held by the Senate Subcommit- 
tee on Consumer Protection, 
Product Safety and Data Secu- 
rity, which is led by Blumenthal. 

“What we’ve heard ... at our 
hearings and from direct talks 
with parents are harrowing, 
haunting stories of heartbreak- 
ing loss, destructive content to 
children, addictive dark places 
that are the result of big tech 
driving toxic content at kids 
using black box algorithms that 
are little understood by parents 


or children,’ Blumenthal said at 
a press conference Wednesday 
outlining the legislation. 

“What we’re doing in this bill 
is empowering those children 
and their parents to take back 
control and ... power over their 
lives online,” he said. 

At a hearing before the 
subcommittee in December, 
an executive with Instagram — 
which, like Facebook, is owned 


Turn to Safety, Page 2 


Foxwoods 
thinks big 
for 30-year 
anniversary 


Resort to add water park, 
high-stakes bingo hall 


By Christopher Arnott 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — Foxwoods Resort Casino 
is marking its 30th anniversary by looking 
to the future, announcing a slew of expan- 
sion plans that include a Great Wolf Lodge 
water-park attraction, a bingo hall and an 
expo center. 

“Tt’s all part of our evolution, transform- 
ing us from a place known for gaming to 
a fully integrated family resort,” said 
Foxwoods President/CEO Jason Guyot. 
“It’s big news for the tribe, big news for 
Connecticut and big news for the North- 
east.” 

The plans square with “the original 
vision of the tribe, which was to bring the 
outdoors inside,’ Guyot said. 

The reaction to the Tuesday announce- 
ment of the addition of the Great Wolf 
Lodge water park, expected to open in 
2024, has been overwhelmingly positive, 
with thousands of comments on social 
media, he said. 

Great Wolf Lodge is a chain of indoor 
water parks and family resorts, offering 
pools and water slides as well as crafts and 
dance parties and other family activities. 
There are currently around 20 Great Wolf 
Lodges in North America. Currently the 
closest one to Connecticut is in Fitchburg, 
Mass. 

Guyot envisions a more family-friendly 
Foxwoods, where “one day the husband 
can go play golf while the wife brings the 
kids to the water park, and the next day he 
takes care of the kids while she can go to 


Turn to Foxwoods, Page 2 


Lamont could 
seek extension 
for nursing home 
protections 


By Christopher Keating 
Hartford Courant 


BLOOMFIELD — On the day after his 
emergency powers expired, Gov. Ned 
Lamont said Wednesday that he would go 
back to the legislature to seek a time exten- 
sion for nursing home protections if the 
pandemic worsens. 

Since Lamont can no longer make the 
order himself, the Democratic-controlled 
legislature voted in recent days to continue 
requiring visitors to nursing homes to be 
vaccinated or take a COVID-19 test before 
being allowed into the homes. 

But that provision is scheduled to end 
on March 15, raising questions about the 
future. 

“T think it could have been longer or at 
least a little more flexibility?’ Lamont said 


Turn to Protections, Page 2 
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U.S. Sens. Richard Blumenthal and Marsha 
Blackburn on Wednesday unveiled the Kids 
Online Safety Act. SAMUEL CORUM/GETTY 





Illustrations of a planned apartment complex on the site of the former Showcase Cinemas on Silver Lane in East Hartford. JASKO 
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East Hartford OKs tax 
break for apartments 


Latest municipality to approve millions for large complex 


By Don Stacom 
Hartford Courant 


East Hartford on Tuesday approved tax abatements worth 


Ve 





» 


more than $15 million for a massive apartment complex 
proposed for the long-vacant Showcase Cinemas site, the latest 
in a series of municipal tax incentives for developers around 
central Connecticut. 

Newington earlier this month approved abatements worth 
$11 million for the company planning apartments and retail 
development on the former Eversource property, and New 
Britain last year provided about $7.5 million over 26 years for 
The Brit, an apartment complex proposed for a blighted down- 
town property. 

In each case, the agreements drew questions and even 
opposition from a few local leaders, but they ultimately were 
approved. 

Proponents in all three communities succeeded by focusing 
on two points: The projects will produce more tax revenue even 
with the incentives, and they’re also projected to spur more 
development nearby. 

“T’m a pragmatic guy. I play cards based on the cards that are 
deal to me,” East Hartford Mayor Michael Walsh said Wednes- 
day. 

“Showcase Cinemas was a blighted, non-functioning prop- 
erty for 15 years. Do you prefer that to an amenity-rich apart- 
ment complex that will pay $750,000-plus a year, pay $1 million 





in (building) permits, and bring $15 million of disposable 
income to support businesses on Silver Lane?,” Walsh asked. 

East Hartford’s council initially was divided last fall when 
a partnership of Jasko Development and Zelman Real Estate 
sought to buy the old movie theatre property for $1. The devel- 
opers plan 360 market-rate apartments, and Walsh and others 
see that as transformational for the entire Silver Lane corridor. 

This week, council member Travis Simpson questioned what 
it says about East Hartford’s tax rate that the project is only 
economically feasible if developers get a break from the usual 
rate. 

But on Tuesday night, the council unanimously approved 
a 27-year agreement that phases in property taxes on the 
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Avelo adds 4 nonstop flights from Tweed-New Haven 
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Avelo Airlines, which launched service from 
Tweed-New Haven Airport in November, is 
adding four more nonstop routes. KENNETHR. 
GOSSELIN/HARTFORD COURANT 
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By Kenneth R. Gosselin 
Hartford Courant 


Low-cost Avelo Airlines 
— the start-up that estab- 
lished its East Coast hub at 
Tweed-New Haven Airport 
last year — announced 
Wednesday it is pushing 
ahead with an aggressive 
expansion at the airport, 
adding four more nonstop 
routes this spring. 

Avelo will begin offer- 


Buying single items or complete estates. 


ing nonstop service to two 
destinations in South Caro- 
lina — Myrtle Beach and 
Charleston — plus Nash- 
ville and Savannah, begin- 
ning May 5. 

Introductory, one-way 
fares on the four new routes 
start at $49, the airline said, 
but the lowest fares are on 
a limited number of flights 
and seats. There are also 
extra fees for priority seat- 
ing, checked bags, carry-on 


"WANTED TO BUY Antiques & Collectibles 


Paying Top Dollar For Scrap Gold/Silver 


e Furniture ¢ Lamps ¢ Tools © Clocks ¢ Radios ¢ Coins 
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Conducting weekly trips. 


Salishury ss Antiques 


PO Box 3044 


Skowhegan ME 04976 


Call Jim Salisbury 1-800-991-9052 


overhead bags and bring- 
ing a pet into the cabin. The 
introductory fares must be 
booked by March 2. 

With the four, new 
nonstop destinations from 
Tweed, Avelo will offer 
service to 10 airports, the 
first six all in Florida. 

“Our customers are tell- 
ing us they would love for 
Avelo to fly to more places 
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Hartford Public 


Library security 
guard assaulted 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


A security guard at 
the downtown Hart- 
ford Public Library was 
assaulted Wednesday 
afternoon after telling a 
man he had to leave the 
building, police and the 
library president said. 

“He was just trying to 
get someone to leave and 
got punched in the face,’ 
police spokesman Lt. 
Aaron Boisvert said. 

The man was taken to 
the hospital for treatment, 
but was not badly hurt, 
Boisvert said. Police are 
investigating, he said. 

“We are all deeply 
saddened and distressed 
that one of our valued 


Foxwoods 


from Page 1 


the spa.” 

Foxwoods will be leas- 
ing 15 acres of land to 
Great Wolf to create what 
will be called The Great 
Wolf Lodge at Mashan- 
tucket. Guyot says it will 
be be similar to the most 
recently built Great Wolf 
Lodges, including one 
under construction in 
Maryland. 

Foxwoods has been 
in talks with the Chica- 
go-based Great Wolf 
Lodge company for years, 
he said. 

“It’s a huge negotia- 
tion. It’s been part of our 
master plan. The tribe has 
been very close with Great 
Wolf, and as the possibil- 
ity of doing this increased, 
we started to shoot for 
the 30th anniversary as a 
target.” 

Also in the cards: a High 
Stakes Bingo Hall sched- 
uled to open this spring. 
Foxwoods already had one 
of the largest bingo halls in 
the world. This one is not 
larger, Guyot said, but “an 
upgrade, with the latest 
technology.” 

The previous bingo 
space is being turned into 
the 75,000 square foot 
Rainmaker Expo Center, 
increasing the number of 
large events Foxwoods can 


front-line employees was 
assaulted earlier today 
while performing his 
duties as a safety officer,” 
library President Bridget 
Quinn wrote in a release. 
“We are working with our 
colleagues at the Hartford 
Police Department to iden- 
tify the person or persons 
responsible.” 

The incident happened 
at about 12:30 p.m. and 
the downtown library was 
closed soon after for the 
rest of the day “out of an 
abundance of caution and 
to aid the Hartford Police 
Department in their inves- 
tigation.” Quinn wrote. 


Jesse Leavenworth can be 
reached at jleavenworth@ 
courant.com. 


hold. The center, which 
can accommodate 3,500 
seats or a crowd of 4,000 
without seats, will join 
two existing performance 
spaces at the complex: 
the 4,000-seat Premier 
Theater and the 1500-seat 
Great Cedar Showroom. 

Foxwoods’ main 
entrance will also be reno- 
vated as part of the overall 
changes. 


Anniversary 
celebrations 


For this week’s anni- 
versary celebrations the 
casino, which opened on 
Feb. 15, 1992, is giving away 
$30,000 a day through Feb. 
21 to Foxwoods Rewards 
members who choose the 
right time to swipe their 
Rewards card at one of 
the promotions kiosks. 
Other prizes can also be 
won, including tickets to 
comedy shows by Jo Koy 
and Jim Norton. In total, 
Foxwoods is giving away 
$200,000 in money and 
prizes. 

Foxwoods is also donat- 
ing $30,000 to a differ- 
ent charity every month, 
starting this month with a 
donation to United Way of 
Southeastern Connecticut. 


Christopher Arnott can 
be reached at carnott@ 
courant.com. 





The mood was festive Tuesday at Foxwoods Resort Casino 
as Officials marked its 30th anniversary. The casino opened 
Feb. 15, 1992. FOXWOODS RESORT CASINO 
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beyond Florida,’ Andrew Levy, 
Avelo’s chairman and chief execu- 
tive, said, in arelease. “These four 
routes show that we are listening.” 

When Avelo launched it first 
flights from Tweed in November, 
Levy said it was likely Avelo would 
expand its service from Tweed 


outside of Florida. 


The existing Florida destina- 
tions are: Fort Lauderdale, Fort 
Myers, Orlando, Sarasota/Braden- 
ton, Tampa and West Palm Beach. 

According to Avelo’s website, 
the fees the airline has been 
charging have risen since first 
launching service at Tweed. For 
instance, a carry-on bag has gone 
from $35 to $40, while a first 
checked bag has increased from 
$30 to $35. Those fees are when 


The flights to Myrtle Beach 
are initially scheduled to take off 
every day, except Wednesday and 
service to Charleston, each day 
except Monday and Wednesday. 

Service to Savannah and Nash- 
ville will be available Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. 

Avelo launched its first flights 
from Tweed as the airport 
embarks on a planned $100 
million expansion of the airport 





An illustration of a planned apartment complex on the site of the former Showcase Cinemas on Silver Lane in East Hartford. 
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complex. The deal starts 
with taxes set at about 
$750,000 in the first year 
after construction, roughly 
$1.3 million less than what 
they’d be at full value. 

The incentive is phased 
out in 2% increments 
through 2052, when the 
project will be taxed on the 
full assessment. 

Avner Krohn, principal 


Protections 


from Page 1 


when asked by the Courant. 
“Look, we’ve got March 15. 
The legislature is still in 
session. If we find Zombie- 
cron comes along and some- 
thing has changed, maybe it 
would be a little stricter to 
make people safe here, I’d go 
back to the legislature.” 

Lamont uses the term 
“Zombie-cron” to indicate 
a potential future virulent 
strain of the coronavirus 
beyond the Omicron vari- 
ant. 

Lamont visited the 
Duncaster nursing home in 
Bloomfield to highlight the 
improvements in the homes 
statewide as deaths have 
dropped sharply and 99% 
of the staff at the Bloomfield 
home has received a booster 
shot. 

Looking back, Lamont 
recalled the days when 
elderly patients were dying 
statewide at a rapid pace. 

“Connecticut nursing 
homes were particularly 
hard hit, going back acouple 
of years ago now,” Lamont 
told reporters. “It was the 
scariest time of my life.” 

Nursing home deaths 
statewide rose sharply and 
peaked in April 2020 before 
falling back. Since February 
2021, the deaths have been 
relatively flat, according to 
the public health depart- 
ment. While cases in the 
homes spiked back up in 
December 2021 and Janu- 
ary 2022, the death rate did 
not spike in a correspond- 
ing fashion as residents 
had been vaccinated and 
boosted. 

Mairead Painter, the state’s 
long-term care ombuds- 
man, said the situation has 
changed sharply from the 
days of high infection rates 
when many visitors were 
blocked from seeing their 
relatives in the homes. 

“The majority of our 
residents have had their 
booster,” Painter said. “I 
haven’t had a visitation 
complaint” in months. 

While the numbers have 
improved, the state’s public 
health commissioner, Dr. 
Manisha Juthani, said the 
state suffered tough times 
in 2020. 


in the next few years that includes 


anew terminal. 


737-700 aircraft. 


said in arelease. 


“add-ons” are done while booking 


online. The fees are higher when 
those preferences at booked at the 


airport. 


com. 


“Tweed-New Haven Airport 
continues to be a growing desti- 
nation, and the addition of these 
flights is welcomed news as more 
travelers recognize how conve- 
nient, quick and easy it is to fly out 
of this airport,’ Gov. Ned Lamont 


Kenneth R. Gosselin can be 
reached at kgosselin@courant. 


Avelo service is on single-class, 
147-seat Boeing Next-Generation 


Avelo Airlines will now offer nonstop flights to 


in Jasko Development, said 
such agreements are good 
for communities, particu- 
larly less-affluent ones with 
older housing, relatively 
low rents, high tax rates and 
blighted property. 

“It’s not an ‘either or; it’s 
not like a smorgasbord. If 
there’s no tax deal, there’s 
no development, period,” 
Krohn said. “In towns witha 
high mill rate, you won’t see 
multiple-family ground-up 
development without that. 
You just cannot get market- 


rate development without 
some way to make the proj- 
ect viable. The numbers just 
wouldn’t work.” 

After incentives, modern 
new housing complexes — 
particularly dense ones with 
three and four stories — will 
pay far more than what the 
previous uses provided, 
Krohn said. 

“In East Hartford, the 
town will receive north of 
$750,000 even with the tax 
deal, and that’s on a property 
that’s paying nothing now,” 





+ 
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Krohn said. 

In Newington, Asses- 
sor Steve Kosofsky said the 
20-year tax abatement for 
a large development on the 
former Eversource prop- 
erty along the Berlin Turn- 
pike will provide substantial 
new revenue for the town. 

“In the first three years, 
the taxes will exceed what 
the town would have 
gotten,” he said. 


Don Stacom can be reached 
at dstacom@courant.com. 
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Gov. Ned Lamont, left, talks with Jeanne Peters, 95, during a visit to The Reservoir nursing 
home, after she was given the first COVID-19 vaccination Dec. 18, 2020, in West Hartford. 


STEPHEN DUNN/AP 


“When this pandemic 
started two years ago, we 
didn’t have the tools in the 
beginning because we didn’t 
really know what the virus 
was,” Juthani told report- 
ers. “Nursing homes were, 
unfortunately, hit hard inthe 
beginning - being close to 
New York, having the virus 
come up the I-95 corridor.... 
The deaths have gone down 
dramatically in patients 
living in long-term care here 
in the state of Connecticut. 
This is a remarkable story 
about what teamwork does.” 

The former public health 
commissioner, Dr. Deidre 
S. Gifford, said the state has 
battled constantly to try to 
contain the spread of the 
virus. Overall, more than 
10,000 people have died 
statewide of various ages, 
including in the nursing 
homes. 

“It has been a grueling 
couple of years,’ Gifford 








Myrtle Beach and Charleston, both in South 


Carolina, plus Savannah, Georgia, and Nashville, 
Tennessee, from Tweed-New Haven Airport. 
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said. “We were one of the 
first states to sign up for the 
long-term care vaccination 
program. We were ahead 
of the federal government 
in requiring nursing home 
staff to be tested.” 

But Senate Republican 
leader Kevin Kelly of Strat- 
ford, who also works as an 
eldercare attorney, said the 
state still has problems with 
the ongoing pandemic. 

“Based on the latest data, 
Connecticut nursing home 
populations have a COVID- 
19 case rate four times 
higher than the general 
population, and a death rate 
20 times higher,” Kelly said. 
“T hope the numbers [to be 
released Thursday] will 
look better, but the latest 
numbers we have demand 
greater attention to the 
presence of COVID-19 in 
our nursing homes, not less. 
Case data for the general 
population is released on 


Safety 
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by Meta — proposed a 
number of its own solutions 
including an industry panel 
to enforce safety standards. 
Those ideas were roundly 
rejected by lawmakers. 

“We can no longer count 
on social media platforms 
to police or monitor them- 
selves or protect children,” 
said Blumenthal. “They’ve 
betrayed that trust. In fact, 
they’ve been in denial about 
the problems that they have 
created.” 

The bill, crafted by 
Blumenthal and Blackburn, 
empowers the Federal Trade 
Commission and state attor- 
neys general to hold the 
companies accountable. 

In October the Senate 
panel heard testimony from 
Facebook whistleblower 
Frances Haugen, who 


a daily basis, but the same 
information for those most 
vulnerable to the virus in our 
nursing homes is delayed 
by two weeks at atime. This 
delay is not reasonable.” 

Kelly is seeking the 
release of daily data from the 
nursing homes on pandemic 
cases. But the state’s public 
health department says 
the information should be 
released every two weeks. 

“Having this amount of 
time between data reports 
allows us to identify trends 
in the data,’ the department 
said in response to Kelly. 
“These trends are what 
ultimately guide our deci- 
sion making, recognizing 
that day-to-day differences 
in data do not accurately 
represent the course of this 
virus.” 


Christopher Keating can 
be reached at ckeating@ 
courant.com. 


released thousands of inter- 
nal documents to govern- 
ment regulators and Wall 
Street Journal reporters 
showing that the company 
knew about the damage its 
projects, primarily Insta- 
gram, inflict on adolescent 
mental health. 

Blackburn and Blumen- 
thal say Instagram’s sophis- 
ticated algorithms can 
exploit teen insecurities and 
trigger disordered eating, 
especially among young 
girls, as well as promote 
bullying and other harmful 
behaviors. 

“We are going to be able, 
in this legislation, to create 
some accountability mech- 
anisms,” said Blackburn. 
“We are going to be able to 
get into these black box algo- 
rithms. This will empower 
families.” 

A spokesperson for Meta 
could not be reached for 
comment. 
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Simsbury baker competing 


on Food Network show 


By Susan Dunne 
Hartford Courant 


Kim Wood of Simsbury, 
who owns the French bakery 
Le Banh Patisserie and plans 
to expand to a storefront in 
March, will appear on this 
season’s “Spring Baking Cham- 
pionship.” The show will have 
its season premiere Feb. 28 on 
the Food Network. 

On the show, 12 bakers from 
around the country create 
seasonally inspired confec- 
tions. One baker is eliminated 
on each show, and the four final 
bakers compete against each 
other in the final challenge. 
The winner gets $25,000. 

Wood said the network 
reached out to her by a message 
on Instagram, asking if she was 
interested in a cooking compe- 
tition. At first, she didn’t fully 
understand the message. 

“IT was surprised and in 
shock when I got the message. I 
was worried, too. The message 
was random and vague. They 
don’t write out ‘Food Network’ 
or ‘baking championship.’ 
They’re cautious. I don’t know 
why I responded back. But 
since then it’s been a whirl- 
wind,” she said. 

After many interviews, she 
was passed over for “Holiday 
Baking Championship.” Then 
another round of interviews 
started for “Spring Baking 
Championship.” “Then I got a 
phone call that I was chosen. 
What great news,” she said. 

The show was filmed last 
summer in Tennessee. 

Wood, a native of Vietnam, 
was raised in Fort Worth, 
Texas. She grew up loving Food 
Network. 

“As immigrants, we didn’t 
have alot of money. We had the 
typical TV channels. When- 
ever I went somewhere that 
had Food Network, I’d turn it 
on and glue myself in front of 
it?’ she said. “I’d watch anything 
on that channel, especially the 
competitions. It’s mind-bog- 
gling to be able to compete on 
one.” 

Wood got a business degree 
at University of Oklahoma, 
then followed her passion to 
The Art Institute of Houston’s 
baking and pastry program. 
She moved to Connecticut 
when her husband got a job 
here. 

She worked for a while here, 
too, then became a stay-at- 
home mom. But her passion 
called her back. 

She founded Le Banh in 
January 2020, at commercial 
kitchens in Hartford, then 
in Canton. She specializes in 
elegantly decorated cakes, 
tarts, cookies and cannelés 
Bordelais, arum-vanilla pastry 








Pastry Chef Kim Wood of Simsbury is competing in the Food 
Network’s competition show “Spring Baking Championship.’ ROB 


PRYCE/FOOD NETWORK 





with a caramelized crust anda 
custard center. 

“In Vietnam, all of our food is 
influenced by French cuisine, 
especially desserts. Vietnamese 
desserts are not overly sweet. 
French is the same. They’re a 
balance of flavor and texture 
and fresh ingredients,” she said. 

Hers was a delivery-only busi- 
ness model, no foot traffic. That 
helped her when March 2020 
came. Unlike the vast majority 
of people in the food industry, 
the coronavirus pandemic led 
to a period of success. 

“T had built up the support 
of the community by the time 
COVID hit. The community 
stood behind me. My business 
boomed,” she said. 

In March, Wood plans to 
open her first storefront at 542 





Kim Wood of Simsbury makes 
French pastries at Le Banh 
Patisserie. CLAUDIA CARBALLO 
PHOTOS/ LE BANH 


Hopmeadow St. in Simsbury. 
The store was occupied by a 
catering company that moved 
to another location, so the 
kitchen is already built out. “I 
just have to touch it up and put 
a personal touch to it,” she said. 

She hopes to soft-open by 
March 5 and have a watch 
party in the shop. “I am actu- 
ally cringing, but I will tune in,” 
she said. 

“Spring Baking Champion- 
ship: Everything’s Coming up 
Floral” will debut on Feb. 28 
at 8 p.m., on Food Network 
and discovery+. The series 
premiere is a two-hour 
episode. It will be repeated 
four hours later at midnight. 


Susan Dunne can be reached at 
sdunne@courant.com. 


Warrant details what led to fight at 
Glastonbury school board meeting 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


A Glastonbury school board 
member and a resident who 
spoke at a volatile public hear- 
ing on the high school’s former 
Native American mascot 
exchanged vulgarities just 
before a brief fight that landed 
the board member on the floor 
of the high school auditorium, 
according to arrest warrants 
obtained Wednesday. 

Police recently arrested board 
member Monte “Ray” McFall, 
57, and Mark Finocchiaro, 53, 
each on a charge of second-de- 
gree breach of peace. 

The ruckus happened at a 
contentious Dec. 14 meeting 
centered on a petition to return 
Glastonbury High School’s orig- 
inal mascot, the Tomahawks. 
The board had previously voted 
to drop the name in favor of the 
Glastonbury Guardians. 

Board rules limited speakers 
at the public hearing to three 
minutes. Before Finocchiaro 
spoke, resident Laura Cahill 
said Native Americans “do not 
feel honored” by the misap- 
propriation of their culture, 
and Jill Durall, who said her 
grandparents were Cherokee, 
told the crowd there was noth- 
ing offensive about the word, 
“Tomahawk,” — “unless you 
are searching for a grievance,” 
according to an audio recording 
of the meeting. 

Finocchiaro began by shout- 
ing his name into the micro- 
phone, then saying, “Sorry that 
was so loud.” He gave his address, 
but said he would probably “get 
doxed by the lunatics you’re 
running out of this school” and 
his house likely would be egged. 

When he heard Finocchiaro 


begin to speak and “evaluated 
his body language,” school 
resource Officer Jason Trudeau 
wrote in the arrest warrant affi- 
davit, he moved nearer, “to limit 
my reaction time if needed.” 
Finocchiaro spoke about the 
rich history of Native Americans 
in Glastonbury, how arrowheads 
were found on a local farm and 
how his daughter got an A ona 
school project on the subject. 
He was talking about archaeol- 
ogists from UConn inspecting 
ancient fire pits in town when 
both board Chairman Douglas 
Foyle and McFall, who was in 
charge of the audible timer, told 


him his time was up. 

“No, I’m not done!” Finoc- 
chiaro shouted. 

After being told by the board 


members that he was making a 
spectacle of himself and was not 
paying attention, Finocchiaro 
continued yelling, according to 
the audio recording, shouting 
at one point, “You’re not paying 
attention! You’re a (double 
expletive).” 

Foyle said Wednesday, “With 
Mr. Finocchiaro, there was lots 
of cross-talk with both Ray andI 
saying different things. Initially, 
Ray would have told him his 
time was up. My recollection is 
that I said very little other than 
to tell him his time was up as 
a follow-up, tell his wife that 
she couldn’t yield her time to 
him and then try to recognize 
the other speaker at the other 
podium.” 

Police and the district’s secu- 
rity director determined that 
Finocchiaro should be watched, 
but removing him from the audi- 
torium “might cause further 
problems as the crowd seemed 
to be a bit volatile.” 

Tensions remained high 


during a recess. Referring to 
Finocchiaro, McFall said, “I’m 
going to tear that guy’s (exple- 
tive) lips off,’ the warrant says. 
Toward the end of the break, 
McFall walked into the crowd, 
telling police he planned to 
speak to atown council member. 
Passing Finocchiaro, McFall 
asked if he had called him a 
vulgar name during the hearing, 
the warrant says. 

Face to face, the two 
exchanged angry words in 
the aisle as Finocchiaro stood 
against a bolted down audito- 
rium seat. After McFall said, 
“Y’m right here,” Finocchiaro 
leaned into the side of McFall’s 
face and referred to him with 
a vulgarity synonymous with 
“coward,” the warrant says. 

“Ray then slowly pushes Mark 
backwards, keeping his hands 
planted on his chest,’ the warrant 
says. “Mark was being held up 
against the fixed chair and the 
top half of his body was leaned 
backwards due to the push. 

“Mark clearly looks surprised 
and that is when Mark punched 
Ray in the face using his right 
hand,” the warrant says. “It 
should be noted that at the time 
Mark struck Ray in the face, Ray 
still had his hands on him, push- 
ing him back,” 

McFall was contrite during 
an interview, police said, saying 
he should have backed off and 
handled the situation differently. 
Police said they tried, but could 
not get a statement from Finoc- 
chiaro. McFall is set to appear 
in Manchester Superior Court 
on March 10; Finocchiaro is to 
appear on March 11. 


Jesse Leavenworth can be 
reached at jleavenworth@ 
courant.com. 
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Contracting watchdogs 
say Lamont wants to cut 
enforcement powers 


By Keith M. Phaneuf 
CT Mirror 


State contracting watchdog offi- 
cials say they would lose their power 
to suspend improper or illegal procure- 
ments under Gov. Ned Lamont’s latest 
budget proposal. 

And while key lawmakers hope for 
a compromise between the adminis- 
tration and the State Contracting Stan- 
dards Board, an olive branch from the 
governor — beefing up the state audi- 
tors of public accounts — isn’t likely to 
solve the dispute. 

The budget revisions Lamont 
proposed on Feb. 9 are “a slick way of 
basically taking away what the core 
purpose of the contracting standards 
board was,” Lawrence Fox, a West 
Hartford Democrat and board chair- 
man, told the CT Mirror this week. 
“They’re saying to us, ‘You don’t basi- 
cally investigate anything any more.” 
H Do state auditors make contract 
watchdogs unnecessary? 

What Lamont specifically proposed 
to legislators was budget policy 
language that would strip the board’s 
enforcement powers. The watchdog 
group, which has lacked a full contin- 
gent of support staff throughout its 
14-year history — and wouldn’t receive 
funds to hire any under the governor’s 
proposal — already relies heavily on 
free work by its volunteer board to get 
its job done. 

The administration has said on 
several occasions that it believes the 
contracting standards board largely 
duplicates watchdog efforts already 
performed by other agencies. 

Some officials also have criticized 
the contracting board over the years 
as an ally of labor unions trying to 
block privatization of state services — 
a charge Fox denies. 

“We look at [a contract] on its merits 
and based upon the law,” Fox said. “We 
just follow what the statute says.” 

Fox added that about two-thirds of 
the contracting group’s 13-member 
board have no ties to organized labor. 

But Lamont says the group still 
should continue its work. And if its 
research raises concerns, it should 
refer them to the state auditors, along- 
standing agency within the Legislative 
Branch that periodically reviews the 
finances and practices of most agen- 
cies, quasi-public entities and certain 
other state programs. The auditors’ 
office is overseen by one Democrat and 
one Republican — both appointed by 
the General Assembly. 

“Our state’s auditors are qualified 
people who conduct oversight over 
state agencies on behalf of the people of 
the state while reviewing procurement 
and contracting process in a non-par- 
tisan way,’ said Lamont spokesman 
Anthony Anthony. The governor’s new 
budget includes funding to add three 
more auditors to that office to help 
accommodate new referrals. 

But while there are some similari- 
ties between the contracting board and 
the auditors’ office, they aren’t perfect 
parallels. 

The auditors have almost no 
enforcement authority. Their chief 
power rests only in shining public 
light on state agencies. Governors and 
legislators can — and on many occa- 
sions have — disregarded the conclu- 
sions of auditors when they report 
practices that don’t conform to proper 
procedure. 

The contracting standards board, by 
comparison, has authority to suspend 
a procurement process underway if it 
concludes the department or agency in 
question isn’t in full compliance with 
state rules. 

That authority, and the board itself 
— the linchpin in the landmark “Clean 
Contracting” system created in 2007 
by the Democrat-controlled legisla- 
ture and Republican Gov. M. Jodi Rell 
— was Connecticut’s response to the 
contracting scandals that drove Repub- 
lican Gov. John G. Rowland from office 
amid an impeachment inquiry in July 
2004. Rowland later served 10 months 
in federal prison after admitting he 
accepted about $100,000 in gifts from 
state contractors and his staff. 

Legislators and Rell envisioned a 
board that would ask three key ques- 
tions before major contracts were 
executed: Was the state purchasing 
quality goods or services? Was the 
planned purchase cost-efficient, both 
in the short-term and over the long 
haul? And was the process transpar- 
ent and in compliance with state rules? 
= Democratic governors weaken 
watchdog, but won’t repeal it 

Not long after the board’s creation, 
though, Connecticut would fall into 
the Great Recession, and legislators 
and Rell would siphon away nearly all 
resources, leaving the volunteer stan- 
dards board with no staff. 

An executive director would even- 
tually be hired, but once the recession 
had ended, Democrats would take 
control of the governor’s office — first 
Dannel P. Malloy, who served from 
2011 through 2018, and then Lamont 
from 2019 to the present. 

Neither has shown much need 
for the contracting board, which has 
remained fiscally shackled for nearly 
a decade and a half. But neither would 
either risk the political backlash of 
trying outright to repeal the center- 
piece of Connecticut’s response to 


Rowland administration corruption. 

Malloy tried in his first six months 
to suspend contracting board opera- 
tions for two years so he could more 
easily privatize state services and cut 
operating costs. 

Lamont, who also has made no 
secret of his plans to privatize more 
state services as veteran government 
employees retire over the next few 
years, offered a bill in 2019 to make 
it easier to launch public-private 
ventures. 

The legislature killed Lamont’s 
proposal, though, after then-AFL-CIO 
President Salvatore Luciano called it 
“an alarming attempt to return us to 
the shadowy Rowland years.” 

The two-year budget that legisla- 
tors and Lamont adopted last June 
included just under $700,000 per year 
for the contracting board — the same 
level the board was supposed to have 
when it was launched 14 years ago. 
That included $450,000 in each year 
to fund additional positions. 

But shortly after that was passed, 
legislative leaders, at the request of 
the Lamont administration, included 
a provision in a subsequent budget 
policy bill that barred the board from 
spending $450,000 of its annual allot- 
ment. 

The budget revisions Lamont 
proposed last week for the fiscal year 
that begins July 1 make no changes to 
that funding roadblock. 

Fox said those funds were to create 
five new positions to support Exec- 
utive Director David Guay, whose 
only assistance currently comes from 
a college intern. And Guay has since 
announced his plans to retire in the 
second half of 2022. 

# Labor: FBI probe shows impor- 
tance of contract transparency 

Lamont and the contracting board 
have bumped heads since 2019, when 
the latter took an interest in the 
Connecticut Port Authority’s efforts to 
enhance the state pier in New London. 
The authority wants to make the pier 
an optimal staging point to help Ever- 
source and its Denmark-based part- 
ner, Orsted North America, develop 
an off-shore wind-to-energy project 
ultimately capable of generating 4,000 
megawatt hours of electricity. 

The contracting board specifically 
focused on more than $700,000 in fees 
paid in 2018 to Seabury Capital Group 
to help with search for a pier oper- 
ator. The Day of New London first 
reported that those payments included 
a $523,000 “success” or reward fee — 
and that this happened three months 
after Henry Juan III of Greenwich, 
who was a managing director with 
Seabury, resigned from the authority 
board. 

The contracting board wrapped 
an investigation earlier this month, 
concluding those “success fees” were 
eerily similar to the “finder’s fees” 
scandal that sent a former state Trea- 
surer Paul Silvester to prison in 2001. 

The General Assembly banned 
“finder’s fees” after Silvester admitted 
he had accepted kickbacks in exchange 
for steering investment of state-con- 
trolled pension funds. 

The CT Mirror reported earlier this 
month that the FBI is investigating 
projects related for Lamont’s former 
deputy budget director, Kosta Diaman- 
tis, including the state-financed recon- 
struction of the New London pier and 
some school construction work. 

Given that climate, labor leaders 
asked Tuesday, why wouldn’t the 
administration embrace the contract- 
ing watchdog? 

Connecticut AFL-CIO President Ed 
Hawthorne said the governor’s budget 
proposal “is like providing enough 
funding for a school so you can hire a 
principal, but not enough for teachers. 
... It’s clearly set up to fail.” 

“What he’s doing this year is 
completely insidious,’ said Travis 
Woodward, president of CSEA-SEIU, 
Local 2001, which represents about 
4,000 state employees ranging from 
transportation planners, architects 
and engineers to information technol- 
ogy specialists and some Department 
of Education staff. 

The bargaining unit has long been 
one of the most ardent supporters of 
the contracting board’s mission. 

“The board’s doing great work, and 
now you want to cap them off at the 
knees?” Woodward added. 

Leaders of the legislature’s Appro- 
priations and Transportation commit- 
tees said last summer it was a mistake 
to dangle but not deliver resources for 
the contracting board and predicted 
many legislators would look to correct 
that error in the 2022 session. 

Democratic Sens. Julie Kushner of 
Danbury and Mae Flexer of Windham, 
who lead the Labor & Public Employ- 
ees and Government Administration 
& Elections committees, respectively, 
said Tuesday they hope all sides can 
find common ground. 

But Kushner and Flexer also said 
they believe Connecticut taxpayers 
would be better served with a fully- 
staffed and empowered contracting 
watchdog. 

“If this board had been allowed to 
fully function” since its enactment in 
2007, Flexer said. “It would have done 
nothing but build the confidence of 
Connecticut residents over our state 
contracting process.” 
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Everyone Is Invited To A 


VIRTUAL PUBLIC 
INFORMATION MEETING 


State Project No. 0088-0196 & 0088-0197 


Rehabilitation of Bridge No. 04247 carrying High Street 
and B&M Railroad & Rehabilitation of Bridge No. 04246 
carrying Washington Street over Route 72 in the 
City of New Britain 
Residents, commuters, business owners, and other interested 


individuals are encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity 
to learn about and discuss the proposed project. 


Please join us on Thursday, February 24, 2022 


The meeting will be live streamed via: Microsoft Teams Live Event 
and YouTube Live 


Formal Presentation will begin at 7:00 p.m. 


Question and Answer (Q&A) session will immediately follow 
the presentation. 


Instructions on how to access the meeting and on how to provide 
comments or ask questions, can be found at the project webpage: 
https://portal.ct.gov/DOTNewBritain88-196-7 


The Virtual Public Information Meeting is being held to provide the 


public and local community the opportunity to offer comments or ask 
questions regarding the proposed project. Persons with limited internet 
access may request that project information be mailed to them by 
contacting Alvaro Garcia Jr, PE. by email at alvaro.garcia@ct.gov or 
by phone at (860) 594-3353, allow one week for processing and delivery. 


Individuals with limited internet access can listen to the meeting by calling 
1-888-566-5916 and entering the Participant Code when prompted: 
9977843. Persons with hearing and/or speech disabilities may dial 711 
for Telecommunications Relay Services (TRS). The MS Teams Live 
Event offers closed captioning for the hearing impaired and non-English 
translation options. A recording of the formal presentation will be posted 
to YouTube following the event and closed captioning (including non- 
English translation options) will be available at that time. The recording 
will also be available in the list of DOT virtual public meetings here: 
https://portal.ct.gov/dot/ general/CTDOT-VPIM-Library 


Visit the project webpage for options for Apple users. During the Q&A 
session and the 14-day comment period that follows the meeting, 
individuals may leave a question or comment via email (preferred) at 
DOTProject88-196-7@ct.gov Individuals may also leave a voicemail 
question or comment by calling (860) 944-1111, please reference the 
project in your voicemail. 


Language assistance may be requested by contacting the Department's 
Language Assistance Call Line (860) 594-2109. Requests should be made 
at least five business days prior to the meeting. Language assistance is 
provided at no cost to the public and efforts will be made to respond to 
timely requests for assistance. 




















PUBLIC NOTICES 


LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Town of Old Saybrook 
Zoning Board of Appeals ESTATE OF Ann H. Horan-Young, Late 
of Clinton, AKA Lida H. Horan-Young 
Pursuant to the provisions of Public Act (22-0039) 
75-86, effective May 8, 1975, notice is 
hereby given that the Zoning Board of The Hon. Jeannine Lewis, Judge of the 
Appeals has rendered decisions on the Court of Probate, District of Saybrook 
following appeals heard at their Regular Probate Court, by decree dated February 
ee ee in oe 14, eae ss eats all sgt A be 
fice of the Town Clerk, Old Saybrook, Town ae Bae 7 eon eae a 
Hall. : 
such claim may result in the loss of rights 
21/22-13C Heidi S. Pascucci, seeks a to recover on such claim. 
variance of Par 10.7.1/10.7.2 (non-con- 
formity enlargement/change); Par 24.5.1 Marge B. Calltharp, Clerk 
(street line setback/25’ required/14.3’ 
proposed); Par 25.5.3 (other line set- The fiduciary is: 
back/15’ required/9.2’ proposed); and Constance (Penny) E. Harrah 
24.6.1 (building structure coverage/20% c/o KERRY E KNOBELSDORFF-MCKAY, 
allowed/24.2% proposed) of the Zoning KNOBELSDORFF LAW OFFICE, LLC, PO BOX 


Regulations to permit the construction of 
a 104 s.f. dormer additions, increased 809, OLD SAYBROOK, CT 06475 


buildin insulation and reconfigured 
oa at 33 Hartlands Brie, Map 2/17/22 7151075 DAILY 
1/Lot 50, Residence A District, Coastal 
Area Management Zone. GRANTED/CAM SUDOKU 
APPROVED TOWN OF CROMWELL 

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 












































21/22-14C_ Bridgetax Associates, LLC 
seeks a variance of Par 10.8.2 & 10.8.3 LEGAL NOTICE 
(non-conforming lot size/12,500 s.f. re- 
quired/5,393 s.f. proposed); Par 24.5.1 
(street line setback/25’ required/14.7’ 
to house and 12.5’ to deck proposed); 
and Par 24.5.3 (other line setback/15’ 


The Town of Cromwell Planning and 
Zoning Commission will hold a Public 
: ; : Hearing on Tuesday March 1, 2022 at 
required/3.5’ to north and 12.6’ to south : : ; 
proposed) of the Zoning Regulations to 7:00 p.m. in Room 224 of the Cromwell 
permit the construction of a 1,530 s.f. Town Hall at 41 West Street on the fol- 
house and 124 s.f. in decks at 10 Bliss lowing item: 
Street, Map 12/ Lot 103, Residence A a 
District, Coastal Area Management Zone, 1. Application #22-01: Request for a Use 
AE 12 Flood Zone. Permit for Travelers Championship 
GRANTED/CAM APPROVED Golf Tournament at 100 Golf Club Road. NUNS ONE) 


LWUATSTE 









Greater Hartford Community Foundation STORY. 
21/2215 250 Middlesex Tpke, LLC Inc. is the Applicant; Tournament Players — 
seeks avariance of Par 10.7.1 & 10.7.2 Club of Connecticut Inc. is the Owner | 


(non-conformity enlargement/change); vis 


Par 34.6.3 (side yard setback/20" At this hearing interested persons 


pe QUNea pS -pienosed) tale Zone may appear and be heard and written 
Regulations to permit the constructions . : . nee 
testimony received. This application 


of a 36 s.f enclosed entry area and 370 . . ek . : 
y is available for public inspection in the 


s.f. covered porch to an existing building ; 
for proposed conversion into an office/ office of the Town Planner. 


retail building. 250 Middlesex Turnpike, : 
Assessor's Map 52, Lot 94, Gateway Alice Kelly 
Business B-4 District. Chairman 
Applicant: 250 Middlesex Turnpike, LLC. 
Agent: Attorney Marjorie Shansky Dated in Cromwell, Connecticut this the 
GRANTED WITH CONDITIONS 14th day of February 2022. 


2/17 & 2/24 7147672 


~~ 

























Located at Old Saybrook, Connecticut 
this 17th day of February, 2022 

Old Saybrook Zoning Board of Appeals 
Charles Gadon, Chairman 

2/17/2022 7148287 
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Finding early signs of cancer 


Researchers discover that having Type 2 diabetes may herald the existence of pancreatic cancer 


By Jane E. Brody 
The New York Times 


Pancreatic cancer is a 
nasty, stubborn killer that 
has thus far defied medi- 
cine’s best efforts at early 
diagnosis and curative 
treatment. In November, 
it claimed the life of my 
friend Peter Zimroth, a 
78-year-old New York City 
attorney who was devoted 
to public service and who 
most recently oversaw 
the decline in the Police 
Department’s stop-and- 
frisk strategy. 

Zimroth had been on my 
“most admired” list even 
before he married actress 
Estelle Parsons, who was 
16 years his senior. Even 
during his yearlong, albeit 
losing, fight against cancer 
during the pandemic, 
Zimroth remained devoted 
to the public good, design- 
ing a brightly colored 
T-shirt and cap bearing an 
urgent plea, “Smash the 
Virus! Get the Shot,” and 
raising more than $73,000 
to support research at 
Memorial Sloan Ketter- 
ing Cancer Center, where 
doctors tried valiantly to 
buy him more time. 

Zimroth was fit and 
active and in otherwise 
good health before symp- 
toms developed — in his 
case, stomach pains and 
constipation. By that time, 
the cancer had spread and 
it was too late to oper- 
ate. His death follows 
that of several other 
well-known people who 
have succumbed to the 
same disease: Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, U.S. Rep. John 
Lewis, “Jeopardy!” host 
Alex Trebek and Apple 
co-founder Steve Jobs. 

Although pancreatic 
cancer is a relatively rare 
cancer, it is so deadly that it 
is now on track to become 
the country’s second lead- 
ing cause of cancer-related 
deaths by 2040. Currently, 
it accounts for about 3% 
of all cancers and 7% of 
cancer deaths. Overall, only 
1in 10 people diagnosed 
with pancreatic cancer 
survives five years. A cure is 
almost always a lucky acci- 
dent, when the cancer is 
detected at an early, symp- 
tom-free stage during an 
unrelated abdominal scan 
or surgery and the tumor 
can be surgically removed. 

Dr. Brian Wolpin, direc- 
tor of the gastrointesti- 
nal cancer center at the 
Dana-Farber Cancer Insti- 
tute in Boston, told me that 
this is such a hard cancer 
to find early because “it’s 
relatively uncommon in the 
population and the symp- 
toms it causes, like weight 
loss, fatigue and abdominal 
discomfort, are nonspe- 
cific and more likely due 
to other conditions.” Asa 
result, he said, “when 80% 
of patients walk through 
my door for the first time, 

I know that we are highly 
unlikely to cure their 
cancer.” 


Risk factors for pancreatic 
cancer 

Still, there are several 
major risk factors for 
developing pancreatic 
cancer. Smoking doubles 
the risk and accounts for 
about one-quarter of all 
cases. Being obese, gaining 
excess weight as an adult 
and carrying extra weight 
around the waist, even if 


not otherwise very over- 
weight, also increase one’s 
risk. 

That may be why Type 
2 diabetes, which is most 
often related to being over- 
weight, is an important risk 
factor as well. Other risks 
include chronic pancreati- 
tis, a persistent inflamma- 
tion of the pancreas often 
linked to heavy alcohol 
consumption and smok- 
ing, and workplace expo- 
sure to certain chemicals, 
including those used in dry 
cleaning and metal work 
industries. 

Older age is also a risk 
factor — about two-thirds 
of cases occur in those 
65 and older. And family 
history may also playa 
role, including inherited 
genetic conditions such as 
mutations in the BRCAI1 
or BRCA2 genes that are 
most often associated with 
breast and ovarian cancers. 


Diabetes as an early 
warning sign 
It has long been known 


that the best chance of 
surviving most cancers 
results from early detec- 
tion, when the malignancy 
is totally confined to the 
organ or tissue in which it 
originates. (Blood cancers 
present different issues.) 
The pancreas is a rather 
small, carrot-shaped organ 
— about 6 inches long and 
less than 2 inches wide 

— that lies well hidden 
between the ribs and the 
stomach. 

Anearly cancer in the 
pancreas doesn’t produce a 
lesion that can be felt, and 
it rarely causes symptoms 
that might prompt a defin- 
itive medical workup until 
it has escaped the confines 
of the pancreas and spread 
elsewhere. 

But scientists are 
studying one possible 
early warning sign: a link 
between pancreatic cancer 
and newly developed Type 
2 diabetes. Diabetes, too, 
arises in the pancreas, 
which contains special- 
ized cells that produce the 


hormone insulin that regu- 
lates blood-sugar levels. 
And although it’s not yet 
known which comes first, 
diabetes or cancer, some 
research suggests that the 
recent development of 
Type 2 diabetes may herald 
the existence of cancer 
hidden in this organ. 

An early study from 
2005 of 2,122 residents of 
Rochester, Minnesota, by 
Dr. Suresh Chari, now a 
gastroenterologist at the 
University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center, 
found that within three 
years of receiving a diagno- 
sis of diabetes, people were 
six to eight times more 
likely than the general 
population to have pancre- 
atic cancer. He, along with 
colleagues at the Mayo 
Clinic, also identified a 
gene called UCP-1 that may 
predict the development of 
this cancer in people with 
diabetes. 

More recently, Dr. 
Maxim Petrov, a profes- 
sor of pancreatology at the 





LILLI CARRE/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


University of Auckland 
School of Medicine, led 
a September 2020 study 
in New Zealand of nearly 
140,000 people with Type 
2 diabetes or pancreatitis, 
or both, who were followed 
for up to 18 years. The find- 
ings revealed that those 
who developed diabetes 
after an attack of pancre- 
atitis were seven times 
more likely to get pancre- 
atic cancer than others 
with Type 2 diabetes. 
Another effort begun last 
summer by the Pancreatic 
Cancer Action Network, 
called the Early Detec- 
tion Initiative for Pancre- 
atic Cancer, will enroll 
more than 12,000 partic- 
ipants with elevated 
blood-sugar levels and 
new-onset diabetes. Half 
will have periodic blood 
tests and undergo abdom- 
inal imaging based on 
their age, body weight and 
blood-glucose levels to 
look for evidence of early 
pancreatic cancer, while 
the others will serve as 


Acne’s genome secrets could bring about better treatments 


HealthDay News 


For countless teens, it’s 
the scourge of adolescence. 
But researchers say the 
discovery of new genetic 
variants associated with 
acne could help doctors 
identify people at high risk 
and perhaps point the way 
to new treatments. 

“Despite major treat- 
ment advances in other 
skin conditions, progress 
in acne has been limited,” 
said Catherine Smith, co- 
author of a new study. “As 


well as suffering from the 
symptoms of acne, individ- 
uals describe consequent 
profound, negative impacts 
on their psychological 

and social well-being,” 
said Smith, a professor of 
dermatology and thera- 
peutics at Guy’s and St. 
Thomas’ NHS Foundation 
Trust in Britain. 

“Tt’s exciting that this 
work opens up potential 
avenues to find treatments 
for them,’ Smith added. 

For the study, the U.K. 
team examined whole 


genome data collected 
worldwide from more than 
20,000 people with acne 
and more than 595,000 
without the skin condition. 

The analysis revealed 
29 new genetic variants 
that are more common in 
people with acne, bringing 
the total number of known 
variants to 46. 

A number of the newly 
identified variants are in 
genes linked to other skin 
and hair conditions. This 
may help improve under- 
standing about the causes 


of acne, which could bea 
mix of factors, according to 
the authors. 

The findings were 
published online in the 
journal Nature Communi- 
cations. 

The investigators also 
found that people with 
the highest genetic risk 
of acne are more likely to 
have severe cases. Further 
research is required, but 
this suggests that it may be 
possible to identify people 
at risk of severe disease so 
they can receive early treat- 


ment, the study authors 
said. 

“We know that the 
causes of acne are compli- 
cated, with a mix of biologi- 
cal factors, such as genetics 
and hormones, and envi- 
ronmental factors,” said 
Michael Simpson, head 
of the Genomic Medicine 
Group at King’s College 
London. “Understanding 
the genetics of the condi- 
tion will help us to disen- 
tangle some of these causes, 
and find the best way to 
treat the condition.” 


controls. 

The goal of such stud- 
ies is to identify biological 
markers, such as certain 
genes or proteins excreted 
by the tumor, that could 
be used in screening tests 
to indicate the presence of 
cancer when it could still 
potentially benefit from 
surgery. Alas, the results 
are not likely to be known 
before 2030, if then. 

Meanwhile, Wolpin said 
doctors should consider 
“a checklist” of warn- 
ing signs that might alert 
them to the presence of 
an early, curable cancer. 
Among things to consider, 
he said, are whether a 
patient’s glucose level is 
rising rapidly and is diffi- 
cult to control with diabe- 
tes medication; whether 
patients with diabetes 
are losing weight with no 
explanation like a change 
in diet or exercise; or if 
patients have been fine for 
years and then suddenly in 
their early 70s get diabetes 
and it’s not clear why. 
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CELEBRITIES 


GLAAD awards to honor Rodriguez 


Fee: 


From news services 


“Pose” star Michaela 
Jae “Mj” Rodriguez will 
be honored at the GLAAD 
Media Awards for her 
efforts to advance accep- 
tance for LGBTQ people 
of color. 

Rodriguez, the first 
transgender woman to 
receive a lead actress 
Emmy nomination, will 
receive the Stephen F. 
Kolzak Award given to 
LGBTQ media profes- 
sionals who counter anti- 
LGBTQ bias. 

“Michaela Jae Rodri- 
guez is an undeniable 
talent who is changing the 
way audiences under- 
stand trans people while 
breaking down barriers for 
the trans community and 
LGBTQ people of color 
within the entertainment 
industry,” GLAAD Presi- 
dent and CEO Sarah Kate 
Ellis said in a statement. 

Rodriguez, who earned 
a Golden Globe Award 
for her role as Blanca on 
“Pose,” also stars in the 
Netflix film directed by 
Lin-Manuel Miranda, 
“tick...tick...BOOM!,” and is 
slated to appear with Maya 
Rudolph in the Apple TV+ 
series “Loot.” She also has 
an upcoming album set for 
release. 

Rodriguez will be 
honored at the April 2 
awards ceremony in Los 
Angeles. The 200-plus 
previously announced 
GLAAD award nominees 
in 30 categories include Lil 
Nas X, Demi Lovato, Elton 
John, “West Side Story,” 
“Pose” and “Dancing with 
the Stars. 


BTS concert event set for 
March: K-pop band BTS 
will grace the big screen 
in theaters worldwide on 
March 12 during the live 
concert broadcast “BTS 
Permission to Dance on 
Stage — Seoul: Live View- 
ing.” 

The event marks the first 
live worldwide cinema 
broadcast of a concert 
from South Korea. With 


TV REVIEW 


ee 





Mj Rodriguez will receive the Stephen F. Kolzak Award at the 
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a three-hour run time, 
“Permission to Dance on 
Stage” will feature BTS’ 
greatest hits performed by 
band members RM, Jin, 
Suga, J-hope, Jimin, V and 
Jung Kook. 


‘Yellowstone’ saga 
expanding again: The hit 
series “Yellowstone” is 
becoming a mothership 
with yet another prequel. 

The Paramount+ 
streaming service said 
it has ordered the series 
“1932,” about the roots 
of the Dutton ranching 
family first introduced in 
the contemporary drama 
“Yellowstone.” 

The cast and release 
date for “1932” were not 
announced. The new 
chapter will focus on the 
Duttons during Prohibi- 
tion and the Great Depres- 
sion, Paramount? said. 

The first prequel, “1883” 
is in its first season and will 
be back for a second, the 
service said Tuesday. Sam 
Elliott, Tim McGraw and 


Faith Hill are among the 
stars. 

Kevin Costner leads 
the cast of “Yellow- 
stone,” which launched 
creator-producer Taylor 
Sheridan’s western expan- 
sion saga on cable’s Para- 
mount Network. 

“While most shows fran- 
chise near the end of their 
run, we seized the oppor- 
tunity to franchise in real 
time” to foster success for 
both streaming and cable 
properties, said Chris 
McCarthy, president and 
CEO of Paramount Media 
Networks. 


Feb. 17 birthdays: Actor 
Christina Pickles is 87. 
Actor Brenda Fricker is 77. 
Actor Becky Ann Baker is 
69. Actor Rene Russo is 68. 
Actor Lou Diamond Phil- 
lips is 60. Singer Chante 
Moore is 55. Actor Jerry 
O’Connell is 48. Actor 
Joseph Gordon-Levitt is 
41. TV personality Paris 
Hilton is 41. Singer Ed 
Sheeran is 31. 


Docuseries an inspirational oral 
history of Black comedy scene 


By Robert Lloyd 


Los Angeles Times 


“Phat Tuesdays,’ a 
three-part docuseries now 
streaming on Amazon 
Prime, tells the story of the 
weekly show that brought 
Black comedy and Black 
audiences to West Holly- 
wood and the Comedy 
Store, from 1995 to 2005, 
as well as what came 
before and what’s come 
after. Directed by Reginald 
Hudilin, it’s an oral history 
with pictures, interspersed 
with clips of comics in 
their youth, that details 
what Dave Chappelle calls 
“an under-recognized 
cultural moment.” 

Moved along by a cast 
of famous and less famous 
faces from older and less 
old generations — includ- 
ing Tiffany Haddish, 
Cedric the Entertainer, 
Regina King, Luenell, J.B. 
Smoove, Jay Pharoah, Nick 
Cannon, Steve Harvey, 
Chris Tucker, Snoop 
Dogg, Lil Rel Howery, 

Bill Bellamy and George 
Wallace — it is surprisingly 
sweet and inspirational 

for something also quite 
raucous and more than 
occasionally raunchy. 

That might have some- 
thing to do with the char- 
acter of its central figure, 
comedian and actor Guy 
Torry, who created Phat 
Tuesday, and though it 
is true that Torry is the 
executive producer of the 
series, there is much testi- 
mony to his generosity, 
openness and all-around 
niceness, qualities that 
also come through in his 
on-stage segments. He 
seems to be using the 
documentary as a platform 
to thank all the people 
who helped him, and to 
give credit to the people he 
helped. 

It’s a Golden Age story, 
looking at a special place 
in its years of glory; the 
pitch is both to people who 
remember and the unin- 
formed ripe to be amazed 





Jay Pharoah in the three-part docuseries “Phat Tuesdays.” 
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and jealous — nostalgia 
and nostalgia by proxy. 
(“Phat Tuesday was some- 
thing very, very special to 
witness, to say you were 
there,’ says Anthony 
Anderson. “Isn’t that what 
this whole documentary 
is about?”) As an instru- 
mental stage, seemingly, of 
most every comedian who 
has gotten famous since 
the 1970s, the Comedy 
Store has itself been the 
focus or the incidental 
setting of many documen- 
taries; the very fact that 
Phat Tuesday took place 
there gave the showcase 
cachet. “It put a lot of 
weight on it,’ says comic 
Kym Whitley. “This is the 
big time.” 

Before there was Phat 
Tuesday, there was the 
Comedy Act Theater, 
where in the early 1990s 
Guy’s already established 
older brother Joe Torry 
was working as the emcee; 
running through the docu- 
series is a story of sibling 
rivalry and support. 

Like most any docu- 
mentary determined to 
tag every base, it taps some 
lightly, others firmly; the 
third episode is largely a 
grab bag of themes. We 
learn more about Guy and 
Joe; Guy’s teeth; the sexual 
scene; Guy’s openness 


to female comics when 
women had to fight or, 

let’s say, barter for stage 
time at many other venues, 
and his booking trans- 
gender comedian Flame 
Monroe (“long before,” 
says Monroe, “trans was all 
over TV”); Phat Tuesday 
comics who weren’t Black 
(the late Bob Saget worked 
there for six months); the 
similarities between music 
and comedy, rappers and 
comics; bombing and the 
demands of the Black audi- 
ence (Harvey is especially 
funny on this); and the 

fact that comedy, at a high 
level, is hard work, an art 
and a science, inspirational 
and experimental, requir- 
ing not just talent but also 
discipline. A generous 
amount of time is devoted 
to the new generation of 
comics, who do their work 
through social media, 
independent of any place 
or scene. 

And finally, there is the 
Comedy Store wall, and 
the importance of having 
one’s name written there — 
“It’s immortalizing,’ says 
Pharoah — which leads to 
an overtly sentimental but 
genuinely moving conclu- 
sion. 


Where to watch: Amazon 
Prime 







ASK AMY 


By Amy Dickinson 


askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter@askingamy 


An argument usually precedes an apology 


Dear Amy: I need advice 
on the way forward in my 
marriage. 

I have been married toa 
good woman for more than 
20 years. We are raising 
great kids, and we are both 
proud of them. 

However, I feel unloved 
as a husband. We have no 
sex life. I only recall two 
times in which she kissed 
me. I have asked her about 
couples therapy, but she is 
not interested. 

Recently I stopped 
speaking to her when 
we were talking about 
some other couples who 
divorced, and she said that 
I always blame the wife. 

I said that was a gross 
exaggeration, and that I 
want an apology. 

In two decades of 
marriage, I cannot recall a 
single apology from her. 

What is the way 
forward? I aspire to have a 
good relationship with her. 

— Perplexed Husband 


Dear Perplexed: You may 
deserve an apology — or 
many apologies — but 

you seem to have skipped 
many steps between hear- 
ing a gross generalization, 
disputing it, and expect- 
ing an apology. If you are 
expecting an apology from 
someone you know doesn’t 
ever offer them, then you 
are throwing down the 
gauntlet, when you might 
possibly be communicat- 
ing — even if it is through 
an argument. 

(Remember that great 
line from the movie “Jerry 
Maguire”: “You think 
we're fighting, and I think 
we're finally talking!”) 

I’m not saying that you 
are at fault, but you want 
to have a good relationship 
with someone you portray 
as unwilling or incapable 
of having one with you. 


Long relationships 
might start on a firm 
foundation, but without 
genuine apologies and 
forgiveness, they fail under 
the weight of too much 
unfinished business. 

You may not be able 
to repair what is broken 
between you two. The 
only thing you can do is to 
commit to changing your- 
self. Counseling would bea 
great place to start. 

Once you experience a 
shift in your own attitudes 
and behavior, you may see 
changes in her — or you 
may understand that your 
relationship is irreparable 
and that a peaceful parting 
would be best for you. 


Dear Amy: I have a 
widowed male friend. His 
wife was one of my dearest 
friends, and I have main- 
tained a friendship with 
him since her death. 

He has a band, and 
women have apparently 
been interested in “keep- 
ing him company.” 

He is constantly talking 
about women calling 
him, etc. I told him it was 
a boring rehash of high 
school talk. He is 77. I care 
about his welfare, but Iam 
sick of his female antics 
stories. They boost his ego, 
but we are all tired of the 
stories. 

I can be pretty blunt. He 
doesn’t get that no one is 
interested, except for him. 
All conversations lead to 
him. Any suggestions on 
how to get him to end the 
bragging? 

— Perplexed 


Dear Perplexed: When 
confronting your friend 
about his journey back to 
high school through his 
experience in this grand- 
dad band, you should 
speak only for yourself. 


HOROSCOPES 


Tarot.com 


Aries (March 21-April19): 
Staying focused can be 
hard work. Remember 

that if you don’t, you could 
end up leaving something 
unfinished, which can 
bring its own problems. 
That doesn’t that mean you 
need to stay on the ball for 
every second of the day. 


Taurus (April 20-May 
20): Not everyone you 
meet will be your favorite 
person. You might wish 
you hadn’t been so socia- 
ble if you find yourself 
cornered by someone you 
find irritating. Stay open 
to new people coming into 
your life. Someone you 
don’t like might introduce 
you to anew friend. Keep 
your options open. 


Gemini (May 21-June 20): 
People’s expectations 

of you could be verging 
on unreasonable. They 
might be misjudging the 
situation. It might not 
matter too much in the 
end. Things can run even 
more smoothly if you’re 
prepared to be flexible, 
especially if any requests 
catch you by surprise. 


Cancer (June 21-July 22): 
This isn’t an ideal time to 
be self-righteous. There’s a 
risk that people will jump 
to conclusions about you 
that are wildly wrong. 
Maybe they wouldn’t 
have been wrong in the 
past. You might want to 
patiently bring people up 
to date about where you 
stand. 


TODAY IN 
HISTORY 


Associated Press 


On Feb. 17,1801, the U.S. 
House of Representa- 
tives broke an electoral tie, 
electing Thomas Jefferson 
president. 


In 1863, the International 
Red Cross was founded. 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): 
Borrowing from the future 
might not be your best 
move. You may commit 
yourself to something you 
don’t have the time to do. 
Agreeing to something 
before you’re sure of your 
availability could be a big 
mistake. Wait until you 
have a better grasp of what 
you’re doing. 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
You might feel a little 
smothered by someone 
today. It can be hard to 
predict how people will 
react if they feel cornered, 
so it would be wise to be as 
flexible as possible. That 
way you can deal more 
easily with the surprises 
people might throw your 
way. Those surprises can 
take your breath away. 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
People in your workplace 
might seem so chirpy that 
it’s unnatural. Though it’s 
obviously nice that they’re 
in a good mood, it can also 
be really tiring. A differ- 
ent atmosphere can result 
in a different way of doing 
things. Try to be as accom- 
modating as you can until 
things settle down. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Overstepping boundaries 
could cause a problem. You 
might feel like taking a risk 
when it comes to connect- 
ing with others, but the 
risk of failure could be 
even bigger than you real- 
ize. Your best options are 
probably ones that you’ve 
already invested some time 
and energy into. 


In1864, during the Civil 
War, the Union ship USS 
Housatonic was rammed 
and sunk by the Confeder- 
ate hand-cranked subma- 
rine HL Hunley in the first 
naval attack of its kind. 


In1959, the United States 
launched Vanguard 2, a 
satellite that carried mete- 
orological equipment. 


In1964, the Supreme 
Court ruled that congres- 


Do not tell him that “no 
one is interested.” You 
don’t actually know that. 

Tell him, “I’m asking you 
to remember that your late 
wife was one of my closest 
friends. Every time I hear 
you going on about female 
groupies, it makes me sad. 
It’s also not of interest — 
at least, to me. You have 
the right to live your life 
the way you want to, but 
I'd like you to refrain from 
talking about your pros- 
pects or conquests with 
me. Could you respect my 
wishes here?” 

While you're at it, you 
could remind him that 
enduring friendships last 
through time because 
people actually “share.” 
This means that he needs 
to listen, as well as talk. 


Dear Amy: Thank you 

for your response to 
“Concerned Mom,” who 
was concerned about her 
daughter’s weight. 

I’ve been learning so 
much about fatphobia, the 
BMI and my own fatpho- 
bic ideas. I know that this 
mom was not being mean, 
but focusing on her daugh- 
ter’s weight and bad food 
choices was upsetting. 

Most obese people, I 
have learned, see the most 
judgment and shame 
from their own family, not 
strangers. 

Your response was firm 
and kind. She is an adult, 
she knows what she looks 
like, her life is her own. 

—A Fan 


Dear Fan: I’ve got more of 
my own work to do — and 
thank you. 


Copyright 2022 by Amy 
Dickinson 


Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Domestic demands 
drain your energy at the 
moment. People making 
requests doesn’t mean you 
have to give in. You might 
want to make yourself 
unavailable so you can 
avoid the issue. Just be 
careful that you don’t auto- 
matically say “no” without 
thinking! 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): You find even the most 
ordinary things interest- 
ing. Maybe someone you 
have a chat with turns out 
to be fascinating. You could 
also glance at an online 
article and end up feeling 
happily astonished at what 
you read. Don’t be afraid 

to seek out little sparks of 
joy like these ones to keep 
your life interesting. 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): Being too generous 
could be your downfall. 
Promising more than 
you can really afford may 
cause problems that take 
along time to resolve. 
The best approach is to 
under-promise so you can 
over-deliver. Even the 
smallest gestures can be 
appreciated. 


Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): 
A little self-indulgence 
could be on your agenda 
today. It’s unlikely to do 
you any harm, as long as 
you stay reasonable. A new 
and better course of action 
could come your way 
before you know it. There 
are a lot of possibilities that 
you’ve likely never consid- 
ered. Grab the moment. 


sional districts within each 
state had to be roughly 
equal in population. 


In1995, Colin Ferguson 

was convicted of six counts 
of murder in the 1993 Long 
Island Rail Road shootings. 


In 2014, Jimmy Fallon 
made his debut as host of 
NBC’s “Tonight Show.” 


In 2021, talk radio host 
Rush Limbaugh died. 
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TV CROSSWORD 
by Jacqueline E. Mathews 
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hair handling 


JUMBLE 


Ji PN IS INES 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 







THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 


Why don’t you 
learn to dig a 
proper hole? And 
why don’t you visit 
your mother? 


Why don’t 
you give ita 
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Check out the new, free JUST JUMBLE app 
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THE WEASEL DIDN'T LIKE HIS 
PUSHY COUSIN BECAUSE HIS 
COUSIN LIKED TO --- 


Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 









r | Pt fd | ef] NZ suggested by the above cartoon. 
“hors KA KK KX CO 
here: LAA AAAYA KCAAZ 


9/11/16 





Jumbles: DITCH BRAVO MANAGE GARLIC 
Answer: The weasel didn’t like his pushy cousin 
because his cousin liked to — BADGER HIM 





Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 





NJO|R{TIH/ERILY 





ACROSS 37 “The __ Campbell Goodtime ARROW WORDS 
1 Actress Paquin Hour” . 
: ae eT (er Whospt ri a ea Sapam ne Fill in the grid using the clues provided in the direction of the arrows. When complete, unscramble 
9 “Mea __”; admission of guilt sitcom a the letters in the circles to reveal a mystery word. 
12 Bicyclist Armstrong 41 Zodiac sign 
13 Popular prime-time soap opera 42 “Rock of __”; Alec Baldwin movie Wide- Watch 





Opener Extra Quickly 


43 Suffix for heir or host 
44 Grow weary 


14 DEFG followers 
15 Actor Harmon 


eyed pocket 


16 Tamera Mowry’s twin 
18 Ending for pay or Motor DOWN a a 
19 Lion’s neck hair 1 To no __; ineffectively 
20 Actor Neeson 2 “American __”; action game 
21 “That Was the __ That Was”; show Halanor Most Mailing 
David Frost political satire series 3 Least-popular piece of chicken majestic HQ | 
23 Boy on “The Partridge Family” 4 Feeling of wonderment 
24 Up to the task 5 “Let’s __ Jessica to Death’; 


Chatter 
Article 


25 Silent film actress Theda 
26 Gilbert and Rue 
28 Actor Sandler 


Zohra Lampert horror movie 
6 “The Incredible __” 
7 Perpendicular building wing 


Go over 


29 Like a bloody horror movie 
30 Skillets 
32 Paul’s cousin on “Mad About 


35 Prefix for cycle or angle 
36 Very dry 


[ANI N| A Bim S/H] E| 
Vi 1 E|WHC|ULL PIA 
LIAINICL EM DIA/L [LJ Als 
H| || J KMMIAIRIK METI IIA 
OLL| AMM AINE ML] 1 Al M| 
W]e] | kK Bm D| ANN] | 
Al BILE) A 


IS|A|RIA|S MBB A|DLA[M. 


ALR] I EIS 
Ti TRI e| 


918/16 
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KIDNEWS FUN & GAMES 


FAaze 


9/11/16 


10 Actress on “Madam Secretary” 

11 Thai or Japanese 

12 JFK’s assassin 

13 Role on “Roseanne” 

15 “Let’s ___ a Deal” 

17 Mom on “Little People, Big 
World” 

19 Diner where Alice worked 

20 Dr. Zhivago’s love 

22 Auction lover’s site 

23 “My Two __” 

25 “Making the __”; reality series 

26 “__. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts 


Club Band” 

27 Vital blood vessel 

30 “Meet the __” 

31 “Up in the __”; George Clooney 
movie 


33 “Touched by an Angel” actress 
34 “__ Given Sunday”; Pacino film 
36 “Planet of the __” 

37 Leslie Caron Oscar-winning film 
39 “American __”; Jason Biggs film 
40 Long-tailed rodent 


Game 








Singer 
Tori 


EEMEDCHREEE 


Makea | 
sweater 


Cracker 
Jack 
bonus 


rt 


© 


Disney 
dog 





nd 


1 


additive 


7 


Forest unit 


Narrow 
margin 


Baseball's 
Maglie 


Historic 
time 


Sci-fi killer 


MEME 
EMELCRRMEE 
ERELIREREEL 


5/2/20 
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Peanuts By Charles M. Schulz 



















; 








HERE'S JOE 

MOTOCROSS 
CHECKING OUT 
THE COURSE... 






WE GO AROUND THIS THEY'RE 
TURN, AND DOWN BETWEEN 
[THOSE TWO TREES. G 





WOW! HE SAID 
ICANT OURNAME! ON 
STAND i i 7! 


MR. PRESIDENT, ABC NEWS HAS 
RECEIVED WORD THAT CHELSEA 
a ee : 


Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication 


© 2022 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved. 






Shoe By Gary Brookins & Susie MacNelly 





THEY KEEP INTERRUPTING 
PLEDGE BREAKS WITH 
PROGRAINIIING. 





OZ. . 


IF 


a A 
©22 MacNelly-Dist. by King Features-SHOECOMICS,COM 


YOU LOOKED LIKE YOU COULD 


NOTE TO SELF: 
USE A LITTLE CHEERING UP. LOOK SAD 


MORE OFTEN. | 


Pearls Before Swine By Stephan Pastis 


OH, GREAT WISE 
ASS ON THE HIbb, 
WHY ARE WE HERE 
ON THIS EARTH? 









V 
THE BEST 
WE CAN. 
ALSO, ICE 
CREAM GOOD, 





©2022 Stephan Pastis/Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication 


27 





= / Z) 
OY ED Wiese 


mutts.com 2:17 





Arctic Circle By Alex Hallatt 


He DOESN'T LIVE NEAR A Bs a 

BUSY ROAD, OUR EMISSIONS, 

OR COOK OR USE CARBON 

WITH (S CAUSED BY \ 1 CAPTURE AND 

GAS... HIS LOCAL STORAGE To MAKE 
ENVIRONMENT, 


HOWARD HAS 
DEVELOPED 
A PERSISTENT 





© 2022 Alex Hallalt, dist. by King Features Syndicate 


WUST HIT THIS 
BUTTON ON MY 
CELL, AND ITLL 

SPEED- DIAL 


WE HAVE To Go 
NET DOOR FoR 
lO MINUTES. 


IN CHARGE 
WHILE 
WERE GONE, 


influence Suddenly 
at my fingertips 
. ISin eyquisite! 


©2020 Ruff Sketch. Inc 





THE PRIZE FIND CF MM-HM, CAN I SEE 
MY DIG SITE ISA THIS RITUALISTIC 
SMALL, CARVED , VEGAN FIGURINE ? 
PREHISTORIC FIGURINE. 


COMMONLY REFERRED 
TO AS “FLINTSTONES 
CHEWABLES ” 


KIND... VOCDOo , VEGAN, 
WHAT HAVE YOU. 


yy Andrews McMeel Syndication for UFS 


GoComics.com 2/17 


HAM, TURKEY, BRATWURST, / 
SPARE RIBS, FRIED CHICKEN 
AND PASTRAM| SANOWICHES 


WOW! YOU'RE A BETTER lll 
TO START ARTIST THAN 1 THOUGHT! 
A SKETCHBOOK 


SO I CAN DRAW 





Syndicate, Inc. World Rights rese: 


© 2022 by King Features 
www.Blondie.com 











Dilbert By Scott Adams 


IT’S JUST ME AND 
LARRY NOW. THE REST 
OF THEM QUIT TO 
GET BETTER JOBS. 


I HAD TO PAY HIM 
40% MORE THAN I 
PAY YOU LOSERS 
BECAUSE THE DEMAND 
FOR ENGINEERS IS 
SO HIGH NOW. 


HERE’S YOUR NEW 
TEAM MEMBER, 


@SCOTTADAMSSAYS 


FIRE LARRY 
FOR BEING 


A TROUBLE-— 


DILBERT.COM 
2-17-22 2022 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by Andrews McMeel 





BUT SOME PEOPLE 
WERE ORINKING 
THE OTHER NIGHT— 


LOOK, | DON’T 
WANT TO BE 







ai) 


N 


ban’ 
SS 
HEY, eee al 


CA STICK AROUND My, e | 
NN aig ta 


THANKS, MS. 
CAMERON, 
: 


= 
( 


HAVE IT! 





ANO WE CAN’T 
HAVE IT. 1 CAN’T 


OH, AND THIS |S TERRIFIC! YOUR 


LINES ARE EXCELLENT! |S THIS 


2 2 
THIS IS VERY NICE, BY YOU, CAL: 


BRENDA. GOOD USE 
OF THE BRUSH, 


/ 


} 
i 
‘ 


DR. MORGAN'S ON X40] HEY, REX -- WHAT'S 
THE PHONE. SAYS | SO URGENT? 
IT'S IMPORTANT. } \zp 


REALLYIPL 












BUT KEEPING MY FAMILY HERE 
FOREVER IS NO DIFFERENT THAN 
KEEPING MY FAMILY IN JAIL WITH ME- 


I APPRECIATE EVERYTHING YOU/VE 
DONE FOR US, MOM. KEEPING 
US SAFE, KEEPING US OFF-RADAR_-- 





a wane ©, 
Bis. : 

a & 
tA : MARCIULIANO } 

al » 34 


2(17 





Instead she got 
TikTok hooked. 


Tia Carmen was such 

a great cook 

until she went online 
to look 


For a recipe to make 
maybe a cake 


GoComics.com/Baldo 


© 2022 Baldo Partnership/Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication 


Facebook.com./BaldoComics e 


ao | 
Funky Winkerbean By Tom Batiuk 
ONCE PINK OUR MTTLE MOVIE THAT 











Al OF A SUDDEN WISA’S 
ENTERTAINMENT DION’T DO 40 HOT WAS STORG’ WAS NUMBER 
FOUND A PhACE SUDDEN ChIMBING (0... AND THEN 

PY FOR ‘WSA’S STORG” ‘el THE NETBUSTERS NUMBER 5... 

1 ON NETBUSTERS... AND THEN IT 








TRENDING CHART! 
— 


WENT TO 
NUMBER ONE! 2 


\ 
. 





© 2022 Batom, Inc. Distributed by North America 
Syndicate Inc. All Rights Reserved 
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=<\ MarkTatulli.com 
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Wizard Of Id By Johnny Hart and Brant Parker 





DURING MY SPEECH, I 
EXPECT YOU TO ARREST 
ANY HECKLER’S 


Facebook.com/WizardOfld 


” 
2 
2 
o 
© 
2 
oO 
> 
s 
2 
o 


Wizardofld.com 














SAUCER AND 
FLY TO THE 
OTHER SIDE 
OF THE 
UNIVERSE ? 
WHY ? 


INTROVERT |’ 


I'Il_be happy 
with q postcard. 
/ 


ficlolo 
Hicday @. Price 217 db 





















| | THATS wuST Because Vf IT GOES THROUGH... 
[Chas Rising) ps aha a 


oA eee TAS lacs 


ITINE. TO REPLACE THE 
GU? WIPER BLADES... 

















PST TWE, AASB say cure 
TREDYOU BES] EA YousUST SHIP 
BROKE MT. rE i NOSeciN UUM. 







SUST HOPE 
SN'T RAIN 
AY THERE. == 


PEL 















}62022JimMeddicles 
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For Better Or For Worse By Lynn Johnston CROSSWORD 


SOO eT OO | TE OTS Noose § WERE PLANNING TO” EDITED BY RICH NORRIS AND JOYCE NICHOLS LEWIS 
















s 
SOMETHING ABOUT APRIL! ] SHE TEARS MY BOOKS.— : ANNING TO 
THINGIOUNT > ROOM WITH HERCITS i ONTO THE HOUSE 60 ‘ Across 60 Foolontheice 10 Sign 37 Moldova 
i i, \ pene ee : cf 1 Oktoberfest 61 Canasta play 11 What an currency 
, = 6 toast 62 Surge accessorymay 40 Thrashed 
z 3 6 “Atlas Shrugged” orotector? do (about) 
; f hero John 63 Verb in much 12 Judicial garb 4] __ loose: free 
‘ 5 a 10 Split written dialogue 13 Go like the 42 Navy nuclear 
E 2D 14 Object 64 “The __ the limit” dickens sub class 
“ CE 15 Store with 65 Bowling unit 21 Castaway’s 43 “Today” 
eS = a Smaland play shelter weatherman 
> 0 & areas Down 22 Eyepart 45 Some gov't 
16 Wind inthe i UR eenkin 25 Walk tediously ISSUeS 
reeds ernrice 26 Signofcrowd 46 Mason's 
E 17 Patty Hearst approval carrier 
DO YOU HAVE ANY 3 WE HAVE A LOVELY alias 2 Do a farm job 27 Ready to 49 Crosswalk users, 
Sa Noes -eNeLe & HICKORY TABLE HERE. 18 Whammy S High-end hotel draw briefly 
ihaicaiaieiaaile z 19 Self-named chain 28 Nobody 50 Iris layer 
3 2000s sitcom 4 “I'm okay 29 __ pronobis 51 __ bar: 
; set in Texas with it” 30 Golden Polynesian- 
3 20 Excelon the S Caterpillar, say 33 «Boo'd Up” themed spot 
mound 6 Demi Moore Grammy winner 52 Many a techie 
23 Blow away military movie Mai 53 Like many 
24 Steam 7 Related 34 Strongly a mechanic’s 
25 Increase the 8 TV host with suggest, with rag 
mobility of, asa more than 300 “of” 54 1972 Derby 
checker vehicles 36 Animal winner __ Ridge 
31 Reclusive 9 Unpopular husbandry 55 Think 
CAMP SWAMPY _ a sort raises facilities 59 Callin poker 
HAS SOME SCARY | (8k Ay 32 Pin expert? = -——-—--—_7- 7 
ek i ee 
Ba, Rae morsel 
giy seco TT TT 
responses 


38 “Bravo!” 


mt tt 
i Bee 
‘|| | | | 


insulated 
42 Weasel 
cousin 
44 Doa 
plumbing 
job 
CAN WE GO LET ME ENJOY HOW 47 Boxer’s 
OUTSIDE AND PRISTINE IT LOOKS BEFORE remark? 
PLAY IN THE IN YOU MESS IT UP. 48 Dull- 
SNOW? =. 
sounding 
beast 
49 Recom- 
mend, with 
“for,” and 


a hint to ey 
& eee PP TEEPE er 
= 44-Across 
56 Malevolent ey yy ey ey ff 
Hagar The Horrible By Chris Browne 57 Equine 61 62 
Jn one ae 
STO I bal THE KING MAKES ME 58 “The Grapes 
) Pie Foes ent ofweath FT | | Mo | | | me LL 















AND SCRATCHES 




























: migrants 
g By Bruce Venzke Tribune Content Agency 2/17/22 
; 
: BY STEVE BECKER 
‘ North dealer. leads alow spade from dummy and plays 
“ ee eest erste the king, you must resist the temptation 
; a ae io to win it because you wouldn't know 
Tile GOOD NES 16 "gy 38 : eK which suit to return to secure the club ruff. 
TRAT AL CoE SN'T ge = &K Q 10976 
Ki oR ABOUT _ , WEST EAST Fortunately, you can afford to duck the 
Z| supply 5 4A54 a2 king because you have another low trump 
| Beene ; 97652 ¥A983 | 
d ; #310843 + Q 97652 available for the club ruff. 
: Z & 5 sptan $32 When South next plays the six of spades, 
§ 4K QJ10876 you step up with the ace, hoping East can 
: 3 y iN clarify the situation for you. As it happens, 
WYEVo 2022 wey k,urn 2-17 WILEY INK@EARTALIN.NET Gad SAI384 East shows out of trump and, aware that 
e bidding: ; , , 
Curtis By Ray Billingsley North East South West you are looking to him for guidance, signals 
| & Pass 2 & Pass oo 
CURTIS,WHAT AREYOU Jo} HOW'D YOU GET IN? | IN THIS APARTMENT, | THEY MIGHT Be 3h Pass 4NT Pass with the nine of hearts. This is manna from 
DOING? THE DOOR WAS LOCKED! | WHENEVER 1 HEAR TALKIN’ SMACK 5 he Pass 5a heaven. East’s illuminating discard removes 


DROPPIN’ HUSHED TONES BE- 
HIND CLOSED DOORS, 


1 EAVESDROP... 


OF EAVESDROPPING 2 Th e ¢ el It al e h e art all the guesswork, so you lead a heart to 


East’s ace, and his club return puts South 





Assume you're West and it’s your lead out of business. 
against five soades. North’s five-club Tomorrow: Test your play. 
bid over four notrump, using regular JUMBLE 
Blackwood, tells you that he is aceless, and BY DAVID HOYT AND JEFF KNUREK 
South’s retreat to five spades should say oe eteric wach sues, al on, 


to form four ordinary words. 


Hold on, 
please! 
\ 


he has only two aces. 

This means that your partner has an ace 
— which could easily be the ace of clubs — 
and this in turn tells you that the best lead 
by far is your singleton club. So you lead 
a club, taken by declarer with dummy’s 
queen. 5 
At this point — assuming that your e Z 
theory about partner having an ace is PSOIGS 


. if NS ON 
correct — you have no way of knowing BeéeRi 















YOUR COLONOSCOPY 


CLEAN YOU OUT, AND 
THIS TUESDAY, 


THEN You CAN'T EAT 
ANY SOLID FOOD FoR 
THREE DANS BEFORE 









& 


yy 















THE SHIPPING DEPARTMENT AT 
THE PERFUME COMPANY --- 


Now arrange the circled letters 


Get the free JUST JUMBLE app - Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble 





Lehi ince ieee whether it isthe ace of diamonds orthe = Airignisnesened Suggested by the above cartoon 
O | , 
oe au eng Nine ( VW ace of hearts. (He can’t have the ace of Answer (Y YY YL YYYY\) 
ee: ere: 
ON THESE WINDY DAYS. | clubs or he’d have taken it at trick one and a es 


Jumbles: FABLE BLURT PEANUT PALACE 
Answer: The bird that didn’t fly away in the face of 
danger was — UNFLAPPABLE 


returned a club). So, when declarer next Yesterday's 


TODAY'S SUDOKU ANSWER TO PREVIOUS 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
Complete the grid so each 


row, column and 3-by-3box [BJA|S]1|C IP} A|C|E| 
in bold borders) contains A|G/O}R|AM™O|VIE/RMMO|D{O[R| 
every digit, 1 to 9. For strate- yfo[uJA[RIE/HIE[RIE| TO[N|G| 
gies on how to solve Sudoku, INTA(VXAXLKE) M[B/A[R[G/O! 
visit www.sudoku.org.uk ilFIS: TM] AN. fofulTlelAlT 
ANSWERTO — [7 !(TIL/E/DMMLIA/RIG|O 

PREVIOUS PUZZLE |G|O/O(GXLXEXN)E|WIS. VIPS) 

JULNIC]A]S fg OW] E| 


©2022 ZITS Partnerenip. Dist. by King Featu 


ww 












LY |] K Bm || | KOXAXLXE) xP | 0) 
'S|L{U[M[s Mi P{O|S|E|U/R| 
PILIALY{E|R Mmm O|T|S MBDA] M) 
HUI {D{DLE|N| VALI LIE] Y| 
AGLI INBMEAIRIL|Y| TO] B/E |) 
S{H{OlE MM TRO] | MER AlS/E| 
E(T{S|¥ ME T/Y[N/E MOI EINE] B) 





tn | ao} Ph 
o 
iss 
te 
00 
~ 


co) Ro) |} oo| a 


Kw 
ool # te AQT eg 
. "0 : o \ X\\, PY 
{ o, ° \ XX wn NS" \\ < } 
S's: 4 









0 
r) 
< 


WEN Ys 








~/ | | CoO} | |) co 


co); 4) ~] & | oo 
BO) co] — | co) ho] co} Sr) on 





1 
6 
9 
4 
2 
5 
8 
2 


J] OF} OO) 


oo) 
OO} ho] Go 
~~ | CO | 
=" 


~J) tt] | do) Cn ho | oD 





tO) Po) ~) am] co | po 
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9 
fd 
3 
5 
2 
8 
4 
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Co) 1 | Ro 
co 
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FA AY / *PIZICE COMPALISON “ 
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“See -SRIER IH 
; ae 











ce PRE- 








BUT...UM-~: Y tHEeyY AE IF 

























SY GRIMM, 20U CANT 
BLAME SOCIET@ 
WHEN 40U'RE THE 

















Whe: 
FAVORITE THINGS, \ CRITE TRING 5. was- \ YOU BELIEVE pDTHIS Ki 
zippy... DINERS } GRIFFEY. VINCEAIT NeITNET ICE NOP ~~ CRIEFY~ 4% pice PUDDING L\ | BRING ME A 
SUSHI Ave HERE J / = Wi MMM ES ray 1S SUSHI 2 ? ' i SMOKING 





PRICE & SUSHI / 


NOW, Z(PPY-- JACKET / 


ae 


Youre VINCENT V7 
PIRICE--: | 





o; 
et ere eS 


ONE WHO RIPPEP 
UP M? SHOES!!! 


ec 6 
Diginiouled by King Features dicale 
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. World nonts reserved. 
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RISK OF PREDIABETES: 


—o RAMS REIGN 


Relive the Rams’ historic 
championship season with this 
commemorative keepsake, featuring 
in-depth and electrifying stories from 
the Los Angeles Daily News. 


LIFE DOESN'T ALWAYS 
GIVE YOU TIME TO 
CHANGE THE OUTCOME. 


PREDIABETES DOES. 


RISK OF 
SHARK ATTACK: 


1 IN 11.5 MILLION 


THE LOS ANGELES 

RAMS’ AMAZING 
TAKE THE RISK TEST TODAY AT 2021 pric 
DolHavePrediabetes.org 


age” 
a 
C_ = == = =z a i = 7 _z = 
ee 
on if 
eas 


TRIBUNE 


PUBLISHING 


tribpub.com/ramsbook 
or call (866) 545-3534 


ml =t=l a hare (sikslend(e)amer-\V{omUl-manlole-malaal-mcomil arom ialce)aanr-iile)am-la(e mle) 0) ele)amcele(-)a0l-) eam 


If you’re noticing changes, it could be Alzheimer’s. 
Talk about visiting a doctor together. 


ALZ.org/TimeTotTalk 


alzheimer’s C25 
association’ 














NASCAR DAYTONA 500 





22 


Joey Logano, front right, celebrates after winning a NASCAR exhibition auto 
race at Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum on Feb. 6 MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ/AP 


UCONN WOMEN’S 
BASKETBALL 


Bueckers 
returns 

to team 
practice 
Wednesday 


By Alexa Philippou 
Hartford Courant 


UConn women’s basket- 
ball star and reigning national 
player of the year Paige Buec- 
kers is inching closer to her 
return following December 
knee surgery to repair a tibial 
plateau fracture and lateral 
meniscus tear in her left knee. 

Bueckers, a sophomore 
guard, was seen practicing 
with the team Wednesday with 
a brace on her knee, two days 
before the No. 10 Huskies take 
on Xavier in Cincinnati. In the 
open portion of practice she 
worked a bit on offensive sets 
with UConn’s starters, going up 
against the practice players on 
defense. 

UConn coach Geno 
Auriemma said it was “the first 
day that she was able to get out 
on the court where there was 
some semblance of defense and 
that she could run up and down 
the floor a couple of times, two 
trips at atime for a few minutes. 
Up to now, the last couple of 
days were just shooting and 
some mobility testing.” 

“Oh my gosh, she’s finally 
back,” sophomore Nika Muhl 


Turn to UConn, Page 4 


Up next 


UConn 
at Xavier 
7 p.m. Friday, SNY 





glial 
osha 









Hartford Courant 


SPORTS 


COURANT.COM /SPORTS 


By Dom Amore 
Hartford Courant 


Middletown’s Joey Logano had 
that moment that comes with 
racing cars for a living, the moment 
when it can all end. 

It was at Talladega, in the 60th 
lap of the Geico 500 on April 25, 
2021. Ina pack of cars, the average 
speed 147.6 MPH, Ricky Stenhouse 
Jr. bumped Denny Hamlin, who 
bumped Logano’s car and sent it 
spinning. Logano went airborne, 
flying upside down over Bubba 
Wallace’s car, his No. 22 Mustang 
landing on its roof. 

“My life kind of flashed before 
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SETON HALL AT UCONN MEN 


my eyes when we wrecked at Talla- 
dega,” Logano said Wednesday, 
from Media Day at the Daytona 
500, where he will chase an elusive 
second victory on Sunday. “I hada 
roll bar crushed under my helmet 
and had my head pinned in there. 
One little different move from 
Bubba Wallace, I’m dead. It’s that 
close. You always think it’s not 
going to happen to you, but when 
something happens that close, it 
changes your mindset a little bit. 
We’ve got to make this better. So it 
was a kind of full-court press from 
me to make that better.” 

Extra roll bars were installed 
before the end of last season. A year 





Middletown’s Logano primed for another run 


Inside 


NASCAR season preview. Page 5 


later, Logano is driving the Next 
Gen car, with anew roof construc- 
tion. 

“The roof structure is quite a 
bit stronger,” Logano said. “Being 
a taller driver, that’s important. 
The intrusion piece should be 
better. Some gains were we made 
with new car, but it’s something 
we never want to stop improving 
on. We have safer race cars now 


Turn to Logano, Page 4 


aN 


JESSICA HILL/AP 


PRESSURE SITUATION 


UConn guard R.J. Cole pressures Seton Hall’s Kadary Richmond, right, during the first half of a Big East Conference game on Wednesday at Gampel 
Pavilion. The game was not over in time for this edition. Go to courant.com/sports for the result. 


@® eee WINTER OLYMPICS AT A GLANCE 


A look at top results and news from the Beijing Games. 


MEDAL LEADERS (as of 10 p.m. ET Wednesday) 


Country 

Norway 

Russian Olympic Committee 
Germany 

United States 

Canada 


HIGHLIGHTS 

mg The U.S. men’s hockey team was 
the top seed in the knockout round 
but blew a late lead and suffered a 
3-2 shootout loss to Slovakia in the 
quarterfinals. Canada also exited 
the tournament Wednesday with 
a2-O0 loss to Sweden. 

mw Norwegian cross-country skier 
Johannes Hoesflot Klaebo, right, 
became the first man to win both 
the team and individual sprints at 
two straight Olympics. 

More coverage, Pages 3,5 


G 
13 
4 
10 
8 
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Did you know? 


Half of the drivers who are on the receiving end of an 
aggressive behavior, such as horn honking, a rude gesture, or 
tailgating admit to responding with aggressive behavior themselves. 


riscassi-davis.com 


131 Oak Street » Hartford, Connecticut 


860.522.1196 * 800.344.5297 


Tot 
28 
24 
20 
19 
18 





WINTER OLYMPICS MEN’S HOCKEY 


‘This one’s going to sting’ 


Dreams dashed early 
for US men in stunning 
shootout loss to Slovakia 


By John Powers 
Boston Globe 


David Quinn tried to put a smiley 
face on it. 

“We were actually joking that 
we still haven’t lost a game really 
— we lost ashootout,’ the US men’s 
hockey coach said Wednesday 
after his young squad was beaten 
by Slovakia in the Olympic quar- 
terfinals in Beijing. “That’s the 
frustrating part.” 


The score may have been 2-2 
after the overtime period, but the 
Slovaks are heading to the semifi- 
nals to face Finland, and the Amer- 
icans are heading home shy of the 
medal round just as they did four 
years ago when the Czechs also beat 
them in a quarterfinal shootout. 

“This one’s going to sting for a 
little bit for all of us,’ said former 
Bruins defenseman Steve Kamp- 
fer after his mates gave up the lead 
in the final minute and had all five 
shootout bids denied by goaltender 
Patrik Rybar. 

What stings most is that the 
Americans, the decided under- 
dogs coming into the tournament, 


RIB] RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 





had a strong chance at collecting 
their first medal since 2010 and a 
reasonable shot at their first gold 
since the Boys of Winter shocked 
the world in 1980. 

The Americans were the only 
team in the 12-country field to win 
all three of their preliminary games 
in regulation. They hung an 8-0 
drubbing on a Chinese squad that 
was stocked with North Ameri- 
can ringers. They beat the Cana- 
dians for only the fourth time in 
102 years. They knocked off the 
Germans, the 2018 silver medalists. 
And they came from behind to put 
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SPORTS 


UP NEXT 

UConn MBB: Xavier 
(Gampel), Saturday, 
noon; Villanova (XL), 
Tuesday, 8 p.m.; at 
Georgetown, Feb. 27, noon 
UConn WBEB: at Xavier, 
Friday, 7 p.m.; Georgetown 
(XL), Sunday, 2 p.m.; 
Marquette (XL), 
Wednesday, 7 p.m. 
Celtics: at Nets, Feb. 24, 
7:30 p.m.; at Pistons, 
Feb. 26, noon; at Pacers, 
Feb. 27,5 p.m. 

Knicks: Heat, Feb. 25, 
7:30 p.m.; 76ers, Feb. 27, 
1p.m.; at 76ers, March 2, 
7:30 p.m. 

Nets: Wizards, Thursday, 
7:30 p.m.; Celtics, Feb. 24, 
7:30 p.m.; at Bucks, 

Feb. 26, 8:30 p.m. 
UConn hockey: UMass, 
Friday, 7 p.m.; at UMass, 
Saturday, 7:30 p.m.; at 
Northeastern, Feb. 25, 
7p.m. 

Bruins: at Islanders, 
Thursday, 7:30 p.m.; at 
Senators, Saturday, 
7p.m.; Avalanche, 
Monday, 1 p.m. 

Rangers: Red Wings, 
Thursday, 7 p.m.; at 
Senators, Sunday, 5 p.m.; 
Capitals, Feb. 24, 7 p.m. 
Wolf Pack: Providence, 
Saturday, 7 p.m.; at 
Bridgeport, Sunday, 
3p.m.; at Springfield, 
Feb. 25, 7 p.m. 


TV/RADIO 

AUTO RACING 

5 p.m.: NASCAR Camping 
World Truck Series 
NextEra Energy 250, 
Practice. (Live) FS1 
7p.m.: NASCAR Cup 
Series Bluegreen 
Vacations Duel 1 At 
DAYTONA. (Live) FS1 
8:30 p.m.: NASCAR 

Cup Series Bluegreen 
Vacations Duel 2 At 
DAYTONA. (Live) FS1 
BASKETBALL 

6 p.m.: Women’s College: 
Pittsburgh at Miami. 
(Live) ACC 

6 p.m.: Towson at 
UNC-Wilmington. (Live) 
CBSSN 

7p.m.: Women’s College: 
Auburn at South Carolina. 
(Live) SEC 

7 p.m.: Michigan at lowa. 
(Live) ESPN 

7 p.m.: Wichita State at 
Cincinnati. (Live) ESPN2 
7p.m.: Austin Peay State 
at Murray State. (Live) 
ESPNU 

7:30 p.m.: Wizards at 
Nets. (Live), YES 

8 p.m.: Women’s College: 
Notre Dame at Georgia 
Tech. (Live) ACC 

8 p.m.: Charlotte at 
Western Kentucky. (Live) 
CBSSN 

8:30 p.m.: 76ers at Bucks. 
(Live) TNT 

9 p.m.: Women’s College: 
Texas A&M at Ole Miss. 
(Live) SEC 

9 p.m.: Oregon at Arizona 
State. (Live) ESPN 

10 p.m.: Creighton at 
DePaul. (Live) CBSSN 

11 p.m.: Utah at Stanford. 
(Live) ESPNU 

11 p.m.: Washington State 
at UCLA. (Live) FS1 

12 a.m.: Nevada at San 
Jose State. (Live) CBSSN 
GOLF 

4p.m.: The Genesis 
Invitational, First Round. 
(Live) GOLF 

HOCKEY 

7 p.m.: Red Wings at 
Rangers. (Live), MSG 
7:30 p.m.: Bruins at 
Islanders. (Live), NESN 

8 p.m.: Seattle Kraken at 
Winnipeg Jets. (Live) NHL 
9 p.m.: Anaheim Ducks at 
Edmonton Oilers. (Live) 
SPRTNET 

OLYMPICS 

9:30 a.m.: Nordic 
Combined. (Same-day 
Tape) USA 

11a.m.: Women’s Curling. 
(Same-day Tape) USA 

2 p.m.: Nordic Combined, 
Freestyle Skiing, Alpine 
Skiing. (Same-day Tape) 
NBC 

2 p.m.: Men’s Curling, 
First Semifinal: Teams 
TBA. (Same-day Tape) 
USA 

5 p.m.: Men’s Curling, 
First Semifinal: Teams 
TBA. (Same-day Tape) 
CNBC 

5 p.m.: Women’s Hockey, 
Gold Medal Game 

- Canada vs U.S. (Same- 
day Tape) USA 

8 p.m.: Soeed Skating, 
Figure Skating, Freestyle 
Skiing. (Live) NBC 

8 p.m.: Men’s Curling, 
Second Semifinal: Teams 
TBA. (Same-day Tape) 
CNBC 

8:30 p.m.: Freestyle 
Skiing. (Live) USA 

10:45 p.m.: Freestyle 
Skiing. (Live) USA 

11:10 p.m.: Men’s Hockey, 
First Semifinal: Teams 
TBA. (Live) USA 


GIANTS 


Daboll adds ‘wild guy’ Cox to coaching staff 


By Pat Leonard 
New York Daily News 


NEW YORK — Brian Daboll hired 
three-time Pro Bowl linebacker 
Bryan Cox on Wednesday to be the 
Giants’ new assistant defensive line 
coach. Cox, 54, hasn’t worked in the 
NFL since he coached the Atlanta 
Falcons’ defensive line from 2014- 
16. One source said Cox is a “wild 
guy” whose reputation accurately 
represents his coaching style, at least 
going back to when he last coached 
in the league. 

Cox got into a sideline fight with 
Buccaneers LB Adam Hayward in 
2012 while on Tampa Bay’s staff. He 
caught flak for humiliating Falcons 
players Donte Rumph and Ra’Shede 
Hageman on HBO’s Hard Knocks in 
2014. He shoved an Arizona Cardi- 
nals scout at the NFL Combine in 
2016. And the Falcons fired him 
three days after their Super Bowl 
collapse in 2016. 

“T’ve been looking at some of the 
mistakes I made and (thinking about) 
what I would do differently;’ Cox told 


the Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
in 2020. “One of the biggest things 
that I think I would come up with, 
when people that are supposedly 
close to you, but don’t feel like you’re 
approachable, that they can talk to 
you. You have to take a look at that.” 

Cox’s son, Bryan Cox Jr., 27, a 
defensive end with the Bills, recently 
re-signed with Buffalo on areserve/ 
future contract. Schoen has started 
his Giants tenure by raiding the 
Bills’ practice squad, so any player 
up there is worth keeping an eye on. 

The Giants signed Bills prac- 
tice squad WR Austin Proehl to a 
reserve/future contract on Tues- 
day. So all four of Schoen’s signings 
so far have been Bills: Proehl, QB 
Davis Webb, P Jamie Gillan and RB 
Antonio Williams. Proehl is the son 
of former NFL wide receiver Ricky 
Proehl, who most recently coached 
the Carolina Panthers’ wide receiv- 
ers from 2013-16. 

The Giants also hired Kevin 
Wilkins as a defensive assistant. 
Wilkins follows Martindale from 
Baltimore. He’d been with the 


Ravens since 2015, last season in the 
same position. 

Second ankle surgery for Thomas: 
Starting left tackle Andrew Thomas 
had surgery in January on his left 
ankle for a second straight year, a 
source confirmed Wednesday. But 
Thomas, 23, is optimistic, the source 
said. 

The procedure was similar to 
last year’s, but the belief is that Dr. 
Robert Anderson (Green Bay) fixed 
everything with this late January 
surgery that has been giving Thomas 
problems for a while. Thomas’ right 
ankle, also injured during this past 
season, did not require surgery and 
healed on its own. 

Thomas had his first ankle surgery 
on Jan. 13, 2021, before last season. 
After a difficult preseason, the 
former No. 4 overall pick was play- 
ing pretty well in his second NFL 
year until reinjuring that left foot in 
a Week 4 win at New Orleans. 

Thomas tried to gut it out two 
weeks later against the L.A. Rams, 
but he paid the price and had his 
right ankle rolled up on as he was 


hobbling to keep his bad left foot off 
the ground. That sent him to injured 
reserve. 

Thomas returned and started the 
Giants’ final eight games, however. 
He caught a 2-yard TD pass in Tampa 
Bay in his first game back. And there 
is optimism that he'll be fully healthy 
for his third NFL year. The Athletic 
first reported Thomas’ surgery. 

News and notes: Veteran tackle 
Nate Solder’s contract automati- 
cally voided on Wednesday, making 
him a free agent, per The Athletic. 
The Giants will eat $4 million in 
dead money in 2022 due to the 
terms of Solder’s restructured 
contract. Solder, 33, had a disap- 
pointing Giants career after signing 
for big money in 2018 and became 
a whipping boy for fans in 2021. 
But he deserves credit for return- 
ing from his 2020 opt-out season 
and reclaiming a starting job on last 
year’s line. The Giants’ line stunk 
because of GM Dave Gettleman, 
but Solder had a tremendous train- 
ing camp and reasserted himself as 
a true professional. 





Yankees second baseman Gleyber Torres tries to bring in a grounder during a game against the 
Orioles on Sept. 14 in Baltimore. JULIO CORTEZ/AP 
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Back to school 


Players working out on high school fields 
as lockout delays start of spring training 


By Kristie Ackert 
New York Daily News 


TAMPA — Around 12:30 
p.m., as the groundskeeper 
waited, Gio Urshela and 
Gleyber Torres stopped 
their workout and began 
to pick up baseballs from 
around the field, then gath- 
ered up their bats and gloves 
and headed to their cars. 
They have to clear out of 
the way so the field could be 
ready for the big high school 
game in just a few hours. 

This is big-league life in 
the lockout. 

“We’ve been working out 
here [all offseason],” Urshela 
said after taking infield and 
hitting on the field. “We'll 
just keep doing it. We want 
to play, we’re ready to go. 
We can’t just be sitting on 
the couch. We have to keep 
ourselves ready.” 

On the day that big 
leaguers would be head- 
ing to their complexes 
across Florida and Arizona 
in a normal year, they are 
working out on their own 
because of the owners’ lock- 
out. When the league insti- 
tuted the lockout on Dec. 2, 
that precluded players from 
using team facilities or any 
contact with team person- 
nel. 

Now, as negotiations 
continue to crawl, spring 
training games, scheduled 
to begin Feb. 26 for the 
Yankees, are almost defi- 
nitely going to be delayed 
and as the negotiations 
continue to stall out the 
March 31 scheduled Open- 
ing Day is in jeopardy. 

For most players, who are 
creatures of habit, it’s a hitch 
in their routines. 

“We just want to play. 
Hopefully, the negotiations 


will move [along],” Urshela 
said. “We want to get back.” 

But for now, both players 
and the fans who usually 
book trips around their 
favorite team’s spring train- 
ing are in a holding pattern, 
as are the local businesses 
and workers who rely on 
spring training, as the nego- 
tiations between the two 
sides inch along. 

But, it’s something the 
players are prepared for. 

“It’s like 2020. That 
helped us [figure out] how 
to do this now, for sure,” 
Urshela said. 

The coronavirus 
pandemic shut down spring 
training suddenly in 2020 
for nearly four months. The 
teams’ complexes were 
closed, but many of the 
Yankees have homes in the 
Tampa area — as do many 
players from other teams 
who have complexes in the 
area like the Phillies, Blue 
Jays and obviously the Rays 
— and scrambled to put 
together fields to work out 
on. Now, they have those 
spots to go back to as they 
wait for the owners and 
union to come to an agree- 
ment ona collective bargain- 
ing unit. 

That interrupted 2020 
spring also gave the players 
and owners insight into how 
long they need a training 
camp to be. They had three 
weeks in 2020 and had an 
increase in injuries to pitch- 
ers, which many attribute to 
the short ramp-up. 

“T think four weeks would 
be OK,” Urshela said when 
asked how long they would 
need. “I am ready to go now, 
but four weeks for every- 
one.” 

The 2020 shutdown also 
prepared everyone for how 


contentious these collec- 
tive bargaining negotia- 
tions would be. The back 
and forth between players 
and owners over health and 
safety and the length of the 
season, which affected play- 
ers’ pay, foreshadowed the 
bitterness that lingers and 
which seems to be slowing 
down the process. 

So Tuesday afternoon, 
it was the team from Hill- 
sborough Community 
College that was walking 
on the fields at George M. 
Steinbrenner Field, not 
the Yankees. Instead, play- 
ers like Torres and Ursheal 
were back on those high 
school fields that have small 
stands, concrete and chain- 
link fence dugouts and a 
time limit because of the 
high school schedule. 

Fortunately for them, high 
school baseball is very big 
around here. 

“The fields are amazing,” 
Luke Voit said last week. 
“We didn’t have them that 
nice in Missouri.” 

For Urshela, it probably 
wouldn’t matter too much. 

“T just like to be out there 
hitting and playing,” Urshela 
said. 

Urshela, who struggled 
with injuries last season, 
said he feels “100%,” right 
now. The hamstring, knee 
and hand injuries that 
plagued him in 2021 are 
gone and he’s in shape ready 
to play the 2022 season. 
He’s spent most of his time 
getting himself healthy since 
the Bombers season ended 
in the American League 
Wild Card Game. 

“T feel good, really good,” 
said Urshela, who played in 
116 games last season and 
slashed .267/.301/.419. “No 
issues.” 


KNICKS 


Guard Quickley 
mired in a brutal 
shooting slump 


By Stefan Bondy 
New York Daily News 


NEW YORK — There 
are sophomore slumps and 
then there are cliff falls like 
Immanuel Quickley’s. 

A rookie revelation last 
season, Quickley’s “gift of 
shooting,” as Tom Thibo- 
deau likes to call it, had 
plummeted to just 36% 
overall and 32.2% from 
beyond the arc before 
Wednesday’s game against 
the Nets. 

And just like the Knicks’ 
record, it’s been especially 
bad lately. 

Heading into Wednes- 
day, Quickley was shooting 
(shield your eyes, chil- 
dren) 23.7% from the field 
and 18.6% on 3-pointers 
in his last 11 games. With 
Derrick Rose out since 
pre-Christmas, Quick- 
ley hasn’t responded well 
to the added playmaking 
responsibilities with the 
second unit. 

That bench, once the 
highlight of this wayward 
Knicks season, has suffered 
as a result. It has accentu- 
ated the absence of Rose, 
who should return from 
ankle surgery not long 
after the All-Star break. 

The Knicks had lost 
12 of their last 15 before 
Wednesday. 

Thibodeau, who last 
season gave Quickley 
the green light to launch 
30-foot jumpers, now 
suggested the 22-year-old 
hunt easier shots to boost 
his confidence. 

“The big thing is to 
get him to see what he’s 
done well in the past and 
then put the work into it,” 
Thibodeau said. “Usually 
when you do that, if you 
can find a way to get some 
easy baskets — like right 
now, he’s working pretty 
hard to get ashot. So some 


NETS 


easy baskets will help him 
too. Try to find some ways 
where maybe he can get a 
couple to go in and then 
he’ll take off” 

Still, Thibodeau 
hasn’t lost confidence 
in his sparkplug scorer. 
Compared last season to 
Lou Williams and hailed 
by Paul George as “fear- 
less,” Quickley, the 25th 
overall pick in 2020, was 
still called for the biggest 
shot in Monday night’s 
loss to the Thunder, when 
he bricked a potential tying 
trey with 1.5 seconds left in 
OT. 

It was a curious call 
from Thibodeau since 
Quickley had already 
missed his other six shot 
attempts in that game. 
But the in-bounder, Alec 
Burks, never took his eyes 
off Quickley and fed him in 
the corner. 

He missed. Quentin 
Grimes was also trying to 
get open at the top of the 
key. 

“We knew they were 
switching everything so 
there are a couple things 
you can do on that,” Thibo- 
deau said. “I don’t want to 
get into specifics but you 
try to get one from the 
corner, one from the top.” 

Thibodeau said he’s not 
ready to judge the progress 
this season of Quickley or 
Obi Toppin, who, head- 
ing into Wednesday, had 
only once played over 20 
minutes in a game since 
Jan. 2. 

“It’s continual, doesn’t 
end,” coach Tom Thibo- 
deau said of the duo’s 
growth. “You look at the 
season in totality, so at the 
end of the year, that’s when 
you make a judgment on 
how the season went. 

“They’re making prog- 
ress, [but] there’s still a 
long way to go.” 


NYC mayor weighs 
letting unvaxxed 
Irving play in Brooklyn 


By Dennis Young 
New York Daily News 


NEW YORK — In an 
extraordinary sign that 
Kyrie Irving may be fully 
available for the Nets 
later this year, two major 
figures, including the one 
with ultimate power, ques- 
tioned New York City’s 
vaccine requirement for 
hometown pro athletes on 
Wednesday. 

Irving is the only player 
on either the Knicks or 
Nets who has refused to 
take a COVID vaccine, 
leaving him ineligible 
for home games, and 
road games at Madison 
Square Garden, where the 
Nets visit Wednesday 
night. 

First up was NBA 
commissioner Adam 
Silver, who spoke on ESPN 


Wednesday morning. 

“This law in New York, 
the oddity of it to me is 
that it only applies to home 
players,” Silver said. “I 
think if ultimately that rule 
is about protecting people 
who are in the arena, it just 
doesn’t quite make sense 
to me that an away player 
who is unvaccinated can 
play in Barclays but the 
home player can’t. To me, 
that’s areason they should 
take a look at that ordi- 
nance.” 

Unvaccinated Kings 
guard Justin Holiday 
played in Brooklyn just 
Monday night. There 
is a proposed bill in the 
New York state senate 
closing the loophole 
for visiting athletes and 
musicians, which would 
surely assuage Silver’s 
concerns. 


SCOREBOARD 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC Ww  L PCT’ GB 
Philadelphia 34 23 .596 — 
Boston 34 25 .576 1 
Toronto 31 25 .554 2% 
Brooklyn 30 27 .526 4 
New York 25 33 .431 9% 
SOUTHEAST Ww LL PCT GB 
Miami 37 21. .638 — 
Charlotte 29 30 .492 8% 
Atlanta 28 30 .483 9 
Washington 26 30 .464 10 
Orlando 13 47 .217 25 
CENTRAL W LL PCT GB 
Chicago 37 21 .638 - 
Milwaukee 36 23 6610 1% 
Cleveland 35 23 .603 2 
Indiana 19 40 .322 18% 
Detroit 12 45 .211 24% 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

SOUTHWEST Ww LL PCT GB 
Memphis 41 18 .695 — 
Dallas 34 24 .586 6% 
New Orleans 23 35 .397 17% 
San Antonio 22 36 .379 18% 
Houston 15 41 .268 24% 
NORTHWEST Ww LL PCT GB 
Utah 36 21 = .632 — 
Denver 32 25 .561 4 
Minnesota 31 27 .534 5% 
Portland 24 34 .414 12% 
Oklahoma City 18 39 .316 18 
PACIFIC W LL PCT GB 
Phoenix 47 10 .825 — 
Golden State 42 16 .724 5% 
L.A. Clippers 29 31 .483 19% 
L.A. Lakers 26 31 = .456 21 
Sacramento 22 31 313 26 
WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS 


Atlanta 130, Orlando 109 
Brooklyn at New York, late 
Detroit at Boston, late 
Washington at Indiana, late 
Portland at Memphis, late 
Sacramento at Chicago, late 
San Antonio at Oklahoma City, late 
Toronto at Minnesota, late 
Houston at Phoenix, late 
Denver at Golden State, late 
Utah at L.A. Lakers, late 


THURSDAY’S GAMES 

Miami at Charlotte, 7p.m. 
Washington at Brooklyn, 7:30p.m. 
Dallas at New Orleans, 8p.m. 
Philadelphia at Milwaukee, 8:30p.m. 
Houston at L.A. Clippers, 10:30p.m. 


SATURDAY’S EVENTS 

All-Star Practice, 11a.m. 

NBA x HBCU Classic, 2p.m. 

State Farm All-Star Saturday Night 
- Skills Challenge (first event) 

- 3-Point Contest (second event) 

- Slam Dunk (third event) 


SUNDAY, EVENTS 

Legends Awards, noon 

G League Next Gem Game, 2p.m. 
71st NBA All-Star Game, 8 p.m. 


TUESDAY’S RESULTS 

Atlanta 124, Cleveland 116 
Boston 135, Philadelphia 87 
Dallas 107, Miami 99 

Memphis 121, New Orleans 109 
Minnesota 126, Charlotte 120(OT) 
Milwaukee 128, Indiana 119 
Phoenix 103, L.A. Clippers 96 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC GPW L OT PTS GF GA 
Tampa Bay 49 32 11 6 70 169 139 
Florida 47 32 10 5 69 194 139 
Toronto 46 31 12 3 65 167 125 
Boston 47 27 16 4 58 136 132 
Detroit 50 22 22 6 50 144 174 
Buffalo 48 16 24 8 40 131 167 
Ottawa 46 17 25 4 38 124 150 
Montreal 48 8 33 7 23 106 191 
METRO. GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Pittsburgh 50 31 11 8 70 169 132 
Carolina 46 32 11 3 67 161 109 
N.Y.Rangers 48 31 13 4 66 147 123 
Washington 51 27 15 9 63 166 142 
Columbus 47 23 23 1 47 149 173 
N.Y. Islanders 43 17 20 6 40 105 122 
Philadelphia 48 15 24 9 39 122 167 
New Jersey 50 17 28 5 39 146 182 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

CENTRAL GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Colorado 47 34 9 4 72 191 135 
Minnesota 45 30 12 3 63 174 134 
St. Louis 47 28 14 5 61 167 131 
Nashville 49 28 17 4 60 150 138 
Dallas 47 26 19 2 54 141 142 
Winnipeg 47 21 18 8 50 137 140 
Chicago 49 18 24 7 43 120 163 
Arizona 48 12 32 4 28 108 180 
PACIFIC GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Calgary 46 27 13 6 60 158 110 
Vegas 48 28 17 3 59 162 143 
Edmonton 47 26 18 3 55 154 149 
LosAngeles 48 24 17 7 55 138 135 
Anaheim 49 23 17 9 55 144 141 
Vancouver 49 22 21 6 50 126 135 
San Jose 47 22 21 4 48 126 145 
Seattle 49 16 29 4 36 129 173 
WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS 


Winnipeg 6, Minnesota 3 
Florida at Carolina, late 
Anaheim at Calgary, late 
Colorado at Vegas, late 


THURSDAY’S GAMES 

Detroit at N.Y. Rangers, 7p.m. 
Ottawa at Buffalo, 7p.m. 
Pittsburgh at Toronto, 7p.m. 

St. Louis at Montreal, 7p.m. 
Washington at Philadelphia, 7p.m. 
Boston at N.Y. Islanders, 7:30p.m. 
Seattle at Winnipeg, 8p.m. 
Columbus at Chicago, 8:30p.m. 
Anaheim at Edmonton, 9p.m. 
Vancouver at San Jose, 10:30p.m. 


FRIDAY’S GAMES 

Nashville at Carolina, 7p.m. 
Florida at Minnesota, 8p.m. 
Dallas at Chicago, 8:30p.m. 
Los Angeles at Vegas, 10p.m. 


TUESDAY’S RESULTS 

Buffalo 6, NY. Islanders 3 

St. Louis 5, Ottawa 2 

Tampa Bay 6, New Jersey 3 
Pittsburgh 5, Philadelphia 4, (OT) 
N.Y. Rangers 2, Boston 1 (SO) 
Washington 4, Nashville 1 
Calgary 6, Columbus 2 

Dallas 4, Colorado 1 

Edmonton 5, Los Angeles 2 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


MEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

1. Gonzaga (21-2) at Pepperdine. Next: 
vs. Santa Clara, Saturday. 

2. Auburn (23-2) vs. Vanderbilt. Next: at 
Florida, Saturday. 

3. Arizona (22-2) did not play. 

Next: vs. Oregon State, Thursday. 

4. Kentucky (21-5) did not play. Next: 
vs. Alabama, Saturday. 

5. Purdue (22-4) at Northwestern. Next: 
vs. Rutgers, Sunday. 

6. Kansas (21-4) did not play. Next: at 
West Virginia, Saturday. 

7 Baylor (21-4) at #11 Texas Tech. 
Next: vs. TCCU, Saturday. 

8. Providence (21-3) did not play. Next: 
at Butler, Sunday. 

9. Duke (22-4) did not play. Next: vs. 
Florida St., Saturday. 

10. Villanova (20-6) did not play. Next: 
vs. Georgetown, Saturday. 

11. Texas Tech (19-6) vs. #7 Baylor. 
Next: at #20 Texaws, Saturday. 

12. Illinois (18-7) lost to Rutgers 70-59. 
Next: at #19 Michigan State, Saturday. 
13. UCLA (17-5) did not play. Next: vs. 
Washington State, Thursday. 

14. Houston (20-4) did not play. 

Next: vs. UCF, Thursday. 

15. Wisconsin (20-5) did not play. 
Next: vs. Michigan, Sunday. 

16. Tennessee (19-6) did not play. 
Next: at #23 Arkansas, Saturday. 

17. Southern Cal (21-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. Washington, Thursday. 

18. Ohio State (16-6) did not play. 
Next: vs. lowa, Saturday. 

19. Michigan State (18-7) did not play. 
Next: vs. #12 Illinois Saturday. 

20. Texas (19-7) did not play. Next: vs. 
#11 Texas Tech, Saturday. 

21. Murray State (24-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. Austin Peay, Thursday. 

22. Wyoming (21-4) did not play. 

Next: vs. Air Force, Saturday. 

23. Arkansas (20-6) did not play. 

Next: vs. #16 Tennessee, Saturday. 

24. UConn (17-7) vs. Seton Hall. Next: 
vs. Xavier, Saturday. 

25. Alabama (17-9) beat Mississippi St. 
80-75. Next: at #4 Kentucky, Saturday. 


WEDNESDAY’S SCORES 
EAST 

Albany (NY) 68, Binghamton 67 
Boston U. 78, Holy Cross 65 
Colgate 100, Army 90 

Hartford 75, Maine 65 
Lafayette 77, Loyola (Md.) 68 
Manhattan 74, Fairfield 67 

St. Bonaventure 83, UMass 71 
UMBC 95, Stony Brook 84 
Vermont 71, New Hampshire 50 
SOUTH 

Florida Gulf Coast 82, Kennesaw St. 76 
Jacksonville 67, Stetson 45 
Miami 70, Louisville 63 

Radford 71, Campbell 67 
SC-Upstate 60, Presbyterian 55 
Wofford 65, The Citadel 58 
MIDWEST 

St. John’s 86, Xavier 73 


MEN’S INDIVIDUAL LEADERS 
POINTS/GAME SCHOOL PPG 


Peter Kiss Bryant 23.9 
Antoine Davis Detroit Mercy 23.4 
Keegan Murray lowa 23.3 
Darius McGhee Liberty 22.9 


Oral Roberts 22.8 
Washington 22.1 
UNLV 21.8 


Max Abmas 
Terrell Brown 
Bryce Hamilton 


WOMEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

1. South Carolina (23-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. Auburn, Thursday. 

2. Stanford (21-3) did not play. 

Next: at Oregon State, Friday. 

3. Louisville (22-2) did not play. 

Next: at #24 North Carolina, Thursday. 
4. NC State (23-3)did not play. 

Next: vs. Wake Forest, Thursday. 

5. Indiana (18-4) did not play. Next: vs. 
Northwestern, Thursday. 

6. lowa State (21-3) at #14 Texas. Next: 
vs. #15 Oklahoma, Saturday 

7. Baylor (19-5) vs. TCU. Next: at TCU, 
Saturday. 

8. Arizona (18-4) did not play. 

Next: at Washington, Friday. 

9. Michigan (20-4) did not play. 

Next: vs. #13 Maryland, Sunday. 

10. UConn (17-5) did not play. 

Next: at Xavier, Friday. 

11. LSU (21-4) did not play. 

Next: at Mississippi State, Thursday. 
12. Tennessee (21-4) did not play. 
Next: at Alabama, Thursday. 

13. Maryland (19-6) did not play. 

Next: vs. #18 Ohio State, Thursday. 

14. Texas (17-6) vs. #6 lowa State. 
Next: at West Virginia, Sunday. 

15. Oklahoma (20-5) lost to Texas Tech 
97-87. Next: at #6 lowa State, Saturday. 
16. Georgia Tech (19-6) did not play. 
Next: vs. #19 Notre Dame, Thursday. 
17. Florida (19-6) did not play. Next: vs. 
Arkansas, Thursday. 

18. Ohio State (19-4) did not play. Next: 
at Maryland, Thursday. 

19. Notre Dame (19-6) did not play. 
Next: at #16 Georgia Tech, Thursday. 
20. BYU (21-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
Loyola Marymount, Thursday. 

21. Georgia (17-7) did not play. Next: 
vs. Missouri, Thursday. 

22. lowa (16-7) did not play.Next: vs. #5 
Indiana, Saturday. 

23. Virginia Tech (19-6) did not play. 
Next: at #3 Louisville, Sunday. 

24. North Carolina (19-5) did not play. 
Next: at #3 Louisville, Thursday. 

25. Florida Gulf Coast (22-2) did not 
play. Next: vs. Kennesaw St., Thursday. 


UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 
WEDNESDAY’S FIRST LEG 

Liverpool 2, Inter Milan 0 

RB Salzburg 1, Bayern Munich 1 
TUESDAY’S FIRST LEG 

Chelsea vs. Lille (France), 3p.m. 
Villarreal vs. Juventus, 3p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 23 FIRST LEG 
Atlético Madrid vs. Man United, 3p.m. 
Benfica vs. Ajax, 3p.m. 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 
SATURDAY’S MATCHES 

West Ham vs. Newcastle, 7:30a.m. 
Arsenal vs. Brentford, 10a.m. 
Aston Villa vs. Watford, 10a.m. 
Brighton vs. Burnley, 10a.m. 
Crystal Palace vs. Chelsea, 10a.m. 
Liverpool vs. Norwich, 10a.m. 
Southampton vs. Everton, 10a.m. 
Man City vs. Tottenham, 12:30p.m. 


U.S. WOMEN’S SCHEDULE 
s-Thursday: vs. Czech Rep., 11 p.m. at 
Dignity Health Sports Park, Carson, Calif. 
s-Feb. 20: vs. New Zealand, 3 p.m. at 
Dignity Health Sports Park, Carson, Calif. 
s-Feb. 23: vs. Iceland, 9 p.m. at Toyota 
Stadium, Frisco, Texas 

s-SheBelieves Cup 


TENNIS 


ATP DELRAY BEACH OPEN 
At Delray Beach (Fla.) Stadium & Tennis 
Center, outdoors-hardcourt 
MEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 16 
#1 Cameron Norrie vs. Oscar Otte, late 
4 Tommy Paul d. Denis Istomin, 6-2, 6-0 
#5Sebastian Korda vs. 
Andreas Seppi, late 
Stefan Kozlov d. Steve Johnson, 6-1, 6-3 


ATP RIO OPEN 
At Jockey Club Brasileiro, Rio de 
Janeiro, outdoors-Red clay 
MEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 16 
#3 Diego Schwartzman vs. 
Pedro Martinez, late 
Fabio Fognini d. #4 Pablo Carreno Busta, 
5-7, 6-4, 6-3. 
Pablo Andujar d. 
#8 Albert Ramos-Vinolas, 5-7, 7-5, 6-3. 
Federico Coria d. Fernando Verdasco, 
7-6(2), 4-6, 6-4. 


ATP OPEN 13 PROVENCE 

At Palais des Sports, Marseille, France, 

indoors-hardcourt 

MEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 16 

#2 Andrey Rublev d. Richard Gasquet, 
4-6, 6-3, 7-6(3). 

#4 Aslan Karatsev d. Holger Vitus 
Nodskov Rune, 6-3, 7-6(1). 

#5 Ilya lvashka d. Stefano Travaglia, 

MEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 32 

Lucas Pouille d. #6Tallon Griekspoor, 
7-5, 3-6, 6-1. 

#9 Benjamin Bonzi d. Kamil Majchrzak, 
7-6(1), 6-4. 


ATP QATAR EXXONMOBIL OPEN 
At Khalifa International Tennis and 
Squash Complex, Doha, Qatar, 
outdoors-hardcourt 
MEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 16 
#1 Denis Shapovalov d. Alex Molcan, 
6-4, 6-0. 
#4 Marin Cilic d. 
Botic Van de Zandschulp, 6-3, 7-5. 
Alejandro Davidovich Fokina d. 
#5Daniel Evans, 4-6, 7-5, 6-4. 
#6 Karen Khachanov d. 
Emil Ruusuvuori, 7-6(4), 6-3. 
Arthur Rinderknech d. 
#7 Alexander Bublik, 6-7(5), 6-1, 6-4. 
Marton Fucsovics d. Kwon Soon Woo, 
6-3, 6-7(5), 6-3. 
Nikoloz Basilashvili d. Elias Ymer, 6-4, 7-5 
pee Bautista Agut d. Andy Murray, 
-0, 6-1. 


DUBAI DUTY FREE CHAMPIONSHIPS 
At Aviation Club Tennis Centre, Dubai, 
U.A.E., outdoors-hardcourt 

WOMEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 16 

Petra Kvitova d. #1 Aryna Sabalenka, 
Dayana Yastremska d. 

#2 Barbora Krejcikova, 6-3, 7-6(3). 
Veronika Kudermetova d. 

#4 Garbine Muguruza, 3-6, 6-4, 6-4. 
Jelena Ostapenko d. #6 Iga Swiatek, 
4-6, 6-1, 7-6(4). 

#8 Ons Jabeur d. Jessica Pegula, 6-3, 6-1 

Jil Teichmann d. #10 Elina Svitolina, 
7-6(0), 6-2. 

Marketa Vondrousova d. 

Varvara Gracheva, 6-2, 6-0. 

Simona Halep d. Elena-Gabriela Ruse, 


9 


WINTER OLYMPICS 


MEDAL COUNT 
86 of 109total events 
NATION G Ss 


Norway 13 
ROC 4 
Germany 10 
United States 
Canada 
Austria 

Italy 
Netherlands 
Sweden 

Japan 

China 

France 
Switzerland 
South Korea 
Slovenia 
Finland 
Australia 
Hungary 

New Zealand 
Czech Republic 
Belarus 
Slovakia 

Spain 

Ukraine 
Belgium 
Estonia 

Latvia 

Poland 


WEDNESDAY’S MEDALISTS 
ALPINE SKIING, Men’s Slalom 

G: Clement Noel, France 

S: Johannes Strolz, Austria 

B: Sebastian Foss-Solevaag, Norway 
BIATHLON, Women’s 4x6km Relay 

G: Sweden S:ROC B: Germany 
CROSS-COUNTRY, Men’s Team Sprint 
G: Norway (Erik Valnes, Johannes 
Hoesflot Klaebo) 

S: Finland (livo Niskanen, Joni Maki) 
B: ROC (Alexander Bolshunov, Alexan- 
der Terentev) 

Women’s Team Sprint Classic 

G: Germany (Katharina Hennig, Victo- 
ria Carl) 

S: Sweden (Maja Dahlqvist, Jonna 
Sundling) 

B: ROC (Yulia Stupak, Natalia Nepry- 
aeva) 

FREESTYLE SKIING, Men’s Aerials 

G: Guangpu Qi, China 

S: Oleksandr Abramenko, Ukraine 

B: Ilia Burov, ROC 

Men’s Freeski Slopestyle 

G: Alexander Hall, United States 

S: Nicholas Goepper, United States 

B: Jesper Tjader, Sweden 

SHORT TRACK SPEED SKATING, 

Men’s 5000m Relay 

G: Canada _ S:South Korea 
Women’s 1500m 

G: Minjeong Choi, South Korea 
S: Arianna Fontana, Italy 

B: Suzanne Schulting, Netherlands 


WEDNESDAY’S SCORES 
MEN’S CURLING 

China 6, Switzerland 5 

Britain 8, ROC 6 

Italy 10, Denmark 3 

WOMEN’S CURLING 

Canada 7, United States 6 
Switzerland 8, South Korea 4 
China 8, Britain 4 

South Korea 8, Denmark 7 
Japan 10, United States 7 
Sweden 8, ROC 5 

China 11, Canada 9 (Extra Ends) 
ICE HOCKEY 

Men’s Quarterfinals 

Slovakia 3, U.S. 2 (SOlovakia 1-0, SO) 
ROC 3, Denmark 1 

Finland 5, Switzerland 1 
Sweden 2, Canada 0 

Men’s Semifinals 

Thu: Finland vs Slovakia 11:10 p.m. 
Fri: ROC vs Sweden, 8:10 a.m. 
Saturday’s finals 

Bronze Medal, 8:10 a.m. 

Gold Medal, 11:10 p.m. 


DOODOCOOOROR RP RP RP RENN UI BNN OQ ODN OD W OC 
DOOOFRRONOOFONNWHRON BS UOBRBNNBNDON 
PRPFPFrFPFOOOOFRFONFNNFPUNNN BP BPOBE HAA 


RPrRrRPrPrPrPrPNNN WwW BONN 


B: Italy 


SLOVAKIA 3, U.S. 2 (SO) 
Slovakia 10 1 0 ()-—3 
U.S. 11 0 0 (0)—2 


FIRST: 1, Slovakia, Juraj Slafkovsky 
(Peter Ceresnak, Pavol Regenda), 
11:45. 2, U.S., Nick Abruzzese (Matty 
Beniers, Steven Kampfer), 19:14. 
Penalties: None. 

SECOND: 3, U.S., Sam Hentges (Nick 
Perbix, Nathan Smith), 28:56. 
Penalties: Matty Beniers, U.S. (slash- 
ing); Libor Hudacek, Slo (slashing); 
Samuel Knazko, Slo (delayi of game). 
THIRD: 4, Slovakia, Marek Hrivik (Michal 
Cajkovsky, Libor Hudacek), 59:16. 
Penalties: Martin Gernat, Slovakia 
(tripping); Peter Cehlarik, Slovakia 
(delaying the game); Samuel Takac, 
Slovakia (high sticking). 

OVERTIME: No Scoring, Penalties. 
SHOOTOUT: U.S. 0 (Brendan Brisson 
NG, Sean Farrell NG, Matt Knies NG, 
Nathan Smith NG, Andy Miele NG), 
Slov 1 (Libor Hudacek NG, Michal Cajkovsky 
NG, Michal Kristof NG, Peter Cehlarik G). 
Shots on Goal: United States 10-6-12-7- 
0—35. Slovakia 8-13-11-4-1—37. 
GOALIES: U.S., Drew Commesso, 
Strauss Mann. Slo, Patrik Rybar, Bran- 
islav Konrad. 

Referee: Tobias Bjork, Sweden. Roman 
Gofman, Russia. Dustin McCrank, 
Canada. Nikita Shalagin, Russia. 


Women’s Medal Games 


Bronze: Finland 4, Switzerland 0 
Gold: Canada vs U.S., late 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL THURSDAY 


FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG 
at Penn State 6 Minnesota 
Buffalo 9 at Eastern Michigan 
Towson 3 atNC Wimington 
at Appalachian St. 4 Troy 
at lowa 52 Michigan 
at Robert Morris 15 IUPUI 


South Alabama 1 atCoastalCarolina 
at South Florida 1 East Carolina 
at Cincinnati 22 Wichita State 
at Charleston (SC) 6 
at Yngstown St. 4 
at Georgia State 9% 
1 


JMU 
Illinois-Chicago 
Ga. Southern 


at Marshall Old Dominion 
at Murray State 20 Austin Peay 
Middle Tennessee 412 at Florida Int’l 
Drexel Th at Wm. & Mary 
North Texas 2 _atFlorida Atlantic 
Delaware 32 at Elon 
at Akron 12% Northern Illinois 
at Chattanooga 11 NC Greensboro 
at Arizona 27 Oregon State 
atSam Houston 2 


Abilene Christian 
at Louisiana Tech 912 UTEP 


at W. Kentucky 8% Charlotte 
at Houston 14 UCF 
Oregon 3% at Arizona State 
Colorado State 7 at New Mexico 
Colorado Vz at California 
Santa Clara 4¥2 atLoyola Marymt 
at DePaul a Creighton 
at UCSB 5% CS Fullerton 
at St.Mary’s(Ca) 3% San Francisco 
at Stanford 5 Utah 
at UCLA 10 Washington State 
at USC OV Washington 
Nevada 7% atSan Jose State 
NBA THURSDAY 
FAVORITE LINE O/U UNDERDOG 
atCharlotte off (off) Miami 
at Brooklyn off (off) Washington 
at New Orleans off (off) Dallas 
at Milwaukee 6 (223) Philadelphia 
atLAClippers off (off) Houston 
ALL-STAR SATURDAY NIGHT 
THREE-POINT CONTEST ODDS 

Patty Mills G_ Brk +450 
Luke Kennard G LAC’ +500 
Fred VanVleet G_ Tor +500 
Zach LaVine G Chi +550 
Trae Young G Atl +550 
Desmond Bane G Mem_ +600 
CJ McCollum G NO +750 
Karl-Anthony Towns C Min +1100 
DUNK CONTEST ODDS 

Jalen Green G Hou +200 
Obi Toppin F NY +205 
Cole Anthony G Orl +300 
Juan Toscano-Anderson F GS +340 
source: draftkings.com 

NHL THURSDAY 
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG __ LINE 
St. Louis -250 atMontreal +202 
at Buffalo -126 Ottawa +105 
at Toronto -137 Pittsburgh +114 


Washington = -182 atPhiladelphia +150 


at NY Rangers -205 Detroit +168 
at NY Islanders -120 Boston +100 
at Winnipeg -178 Seattle +146 
at Chicago -152 Columbus +126 
atEdmonton -205 Anaheim +168 
at San Jose -120 Vancouver +100 


For the latest odds, go to 
FanDuel Sportsbook, 
https://sportsbook.fanduel.com/ 
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Coach Eteri Tutberidze, left, and athlete Kamila Valieva, of the Russian Olympic Committee, 
arrive for a training session Feb. 13 in Beijing. NATACHA PISARENKO/AP 


WINTER OLYMPICS 


Valieva case boosts drive to 
raise age limit at Olympics 


Associated Press 


BEIJING — The doping 
case involving Russian 
figure skater Kamila Valieva 
has led to many more ques- 
tions than answers. 

Some skaters think it’s 
time to ask another: Should 
a 15-year-old be in the 
Olympics at all? 

“You want these athletes 
to have an opportunity to 
have this be a profession, 
not a one-year run at it,” 
Mariah Bell, at 25 the oldest 
U.S. national champion in 
nearly a century, said after 
skating Tuesday. 

“If we had an age (mini- 
mum) limit, I think it would 
promote that idea of longev- 
ity and somebody being 25 
wouldn’t be shocking at an 
Olympics.” 

Valieva was allowed to 
skate Tuesday in the short 
program partly because her 
age gives her extra rights 
as a “protected person” 
in a doping case. It comes 
as some skating officials 
push to raise the minimum 
age for her event from 15 
to 17 in time for the 2026 
Milan-Cortina Olympics. 
Bell suggested a minimum 
of 18. 

Reformers argue a 
change would protect the 
wellbeing of child athletes 
and reduce the risk of inju- 
ries from straining the body 
into ever-more spectacular 
jumps. 

“T think that (the Valieva 
case) really will push this 
forward and hopefully it 
will also put this question 
forward to other sports 


IN BRIEF 


federations,” Norwegian 
Skating Federation presi- 
dent Mona Adolfsen, who 
supports the change, told 
The Associated Press. 

Valieva, she added, 
“is a child, so whatever 
happened, we feel sorry for 
her” 

The issue is expected to 
go to a vote at the Inter- 
national Skating Union 
congress in June. It’s 
unclear if it will pass. Russia 
is opposed and the United 
States and Canada declined 
to say how they’Il vote. 

The Valieva doping 
case has put the spotlight 
on Russian coach Eteri 
Tutberidze, who trans- 
formed the sport with a 
“Quad Squad” perform- 
ing risky but high-scor- 
ing quadruple jumps. Her 
skaters often have blink- 
and-you’ll-miss-it careers, 
and it’s not unusual to 
retire at 18 or 19, some- 
times with severe inju- 
ries. Almost all quads ever 
landed in women’s interna- 
tional competitions were 
performed by under-18s. 

“If they raise the age, 
the motivation to create 
a skater who has longev- 
ity is higher,’ Swiss skater 
Alexia Paganini said. “You 
are forced to think about a 
technique that can be main- 
tained throughout your 
entire adult career.” 

Others argue younger 
skaters deserve the lime- 
light and shouldn’t have to 
wait for an Olympic chance. 
Raising the minimum could 
mean more cases like that 
of Alexandra Trusova, now 


one of Valieva’s teammates 
in Beijing. Trusova won the 
world junior title in 2018 at 
the age of 13, and her score 
would also have won the 
senior world title that year, 
but she wasn’t eligible. 

Figure skating has long 
struggled to balance artis- 
tic performances against 
athleticism in its often-dis- 
puted scoring system. 
Adolfsen argues the artistry 
is what connects best with 
the public, and that comes 
with experience. 

“T hope that the develop- 
ment will be that it’s possi- 
ble to learn the quads also 
for the women later, but 
maybe in the big picture 
that’s not the most import- 
ant thing in figure skat- 
ing,” Adolfsen said. “They 
remember (1984 and 1988 
Olympic champion) Kata- 
rina Witt still, and that’s 
not because of the difficult 
jumps. It was because of the 
performance.” 

Age affects male and 
female skaters differently. 
Men tend to develop later 
and have longer careers, 
but still face injury risks. 
Only six of 30 skaters in the 
women’s short program 
Tuesday were also at the 
2018 Pyeongchang Olym- 
pics. The men’s event had 
twice aS many return- 
ees from four years ago, 
and Michal Brezina of the 
Czech Republic skated at 
his fourth Olympics. 

Adolfsen is concerned 
about other sports, too, and 
would ideally like the same 
minimum age for all Olym- 
pic athletes. 


Michigan reworks Harbaugh’s deal 


public relations and communications Rich- 
ard Dalrymple of voyeurism in their locker 


News services 


Michigan coach Jim Harbaugh has 
agreed to a reworked five-year contract 
with the school that runs through the 2026 


season. 


The announcement of anew deal comes 
two weeks after Harbaugh interviewed 
to fill the head coaching vacancy with the 


NFL's Vikings. 


Financial terms of Harbaugh’s new deal 
with his almat mater weren’t released by 
the school. In a news release Wednesday, 
Michigan said the terms and length of the 
deal Harbaugh, 58, signed in January 2021 
were altered to include an additional year. 

Last season, the Wolverines (12-2) 
snapped a eight-game losing streak to rival 
Ohio State and won the Big Ten for the first 
time since 2004 before losing to eventual 
national champion Georgia in the semifi- 
nals of the College Football Playoff. 


Baseball: Negotiations aimed at ending the 
lockout will resume Thursday. The players’ 


room as they undressed during a 2015 event 
at AT&T Stadium, ESPN reported. Each of 
the women received $399,523.27 after the 


incident. Dalrymple, who denied the alle- 


gations Monday, continued working for 
the Cowboys for nearly six years after the 
settlement. ... The NFL hired a law firm 


that includes former U.S. Attorney General 


Loretta Lynch to defend it and its teams in 
Brian Flores’ race discrimination lawsuit. 
Lynch, the attorney general in the latter 
part of the Obama administration, will work 
with Brad Karp, chairman at Paul, Weiss, 
Rifkind, Wharton and Garrison. Karp previ- 
ously has worked for the league in concus- 
sion cases. ... QB Joe Burrow suffered a 
sprained MCL during the second half of 
the Bengals’ loss to the Rams in the Super 
Bowl. Burrow, who played through the 
injury, won’t need surgery. ... The Falcons 


released LB Dante Fowler Jr. Fowler, 27, 


association notified management that it’s 


ready to respond to the offer MLB made 
last weekend, proposals that were received 
coolly by the union. Baseball’s ninth work 
stoppage, its first since 1995, enters its 78th 
day Thursday, one day after spring train- 
ing workouts had been scheduled to start. 
Clubs gave the union 16 documents totaling 
130 pages. ... Former All-Star OF Juan Soto, 
35, confirmed to ESPN that the Nationals 
offered him a 13-year, $350 million exten- 


sion before the lockout. 


NFL: The Cowboys paid a confiden- 
tial settlement of $2.4 million after four 
members of their cheerleading squad 
accused the team’s longtime senior VP for 


who had a team-high 4 % sacks last season, 
had one year left on his contract. 


Soccer: Vlatko Andonovski earned $357,597 
over his first full year as the U.S. women’s 
coach, less than 28% of the $1,291,539 that 
went to men’s coach Gregg Berhalter. The 
figures were revealed in the U.S. Soccer 
Federation’s tax filing for the year ending on 
March 31, 2021. ... Roberto Firmino scored 
in the 75th minute and Mohamed Salah 
added an insurance goal eight minutes 
later to lift Liverpool over host Inter Milan 


in the first leg of a Champions League last- 
16 match. In other first-leg action, Kingsley 


Coman scored in the 90th minute to help 
Bayern Munich salvage a 1-1 draw against 
host FC Salzburg. The return legs are sched- 
uled for March 8. 
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
Friday: at Xavier, 
7p.m., SNY 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 
Saturday: vs. Xavier (at 
Gampel), noon, FOX 


UCONN 
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“Obviously not the result we wanted. There really aren’t words that can make 
them feel any better. But it was an unbelievable experience coaching this group. 
The strides we made in a short period of time made a big, big difference.” 


— David Quinn, U.S. coach 





The United States’ Aaron Ness leaves the ice as Slovakia’s players celebrate behind him after a men’s quarterfinal hockey 


Hockey 


from Page 1 


the muscular Slovaks on 
the ropes but just couldn’t 
finish them. 

“We didn’t play how 
we played the first three 
games,” said Sam Hentges, 
who scored what could 
have been the winning goal 
for the US. “It’s as simple as 
that. That’s why we lost.” 

The US, which trailed for 
only 11 minutes during the 
tournament, fell behind on 
arocket by Juraj Slafkovsky, 
Slovakia’s 17-year-old 
wonderchild. 

But Harvard junior 
Nick Abruzzese drew the 
Americans even with a bit 
of close stickwork in the 
final minute of the first 
period, and when Hentges 
put them ahead midway 
through the second, they 
were poised to deliver the 
knockout. 

Twice the US went 
on the power play in the 
third period — including a 
two-man advantage for 1:38 
— and twice it came up with 
nothing. 

“We got the five-on- 
three and we just didn’t 
do anything with it,” said 
Quinn. “That really was 


the difference in the game. 
Obviously we get a goal and 
we’re ina much better posi- 
tion.” 

Still, the Americans had 
two more chances to finish 
Slovakia off. They went on 
the power play again with 
4:21 to play and they were 
looking at a vacant cage 
with 1:33 left. Nothing. The 
Slovaks, who'd struggled all 
game to get in close, played 
for an outside shot and a 
fortunate rebound. 

They got one, and captain 
Marek Hrivik popped it in 
from the crease with 44 
seconds remaining. 

“IT wish I could have got 
my glove on it, but that’s 
hockey,” said US goalie 
Strauss Mann. “Bounces 
happen, and it just sucks 
that it happened at that part 
of the game.” 

There were more 
chances in overtime, in 
which the US outshot its 
rival, 7-4. Still nothing. So 
it went to the lottery that 
is the shootout, and a deft 
deke by Peter Cehlarik, the 
former Bruins forward, that 
finished matters. 

“Did we win?” wondered 
Slovak coach Craig Ramsay, 
a former Boston assistant. 
“Have we won this thing?” 

Yes, indeed. The Slovaks 


are on to the medal round 
for the first time since 2010 
and a Friday date with the 
Finns, who blew out Swit- 
zerland, 5-1, in their quar- 
terfinal. And the Yanks are 
on the plane back home, 
their dream of a most 
improbable gold dashed. 

“This is our first bad 
game,” mused Ben Meyers. 
“Now we are done.” 

The medal round was 
set up nicely for the US, 
which would have met 
the Swedes, who blanked 
Canada, 2-0. And the Amer- 
icans might not have had 
to face the Russians in the 
final. 

The defending champi- 
ons have looked wobbly so 
far. They edged the Swiss, 
1-0, lost, 6-5, to the Czechs, 
and went down to the final 
five minutes in their quar- 
terfinal with the Danes, 
who are competing in their 
first Games. If Russia loses 
to the Finns, few will be 
shocked. 

With the rosters bereft of 
NHLers, this was a tourna- 
ment that was up for grabs 
even more than the last one 
since the league withdrew 
its players so late before the 
Games. 

USA Hockey put this 
team together by phone and 


email and did an impres- 
sive job of selling 15 colle- 
gians on the idea of leaving 
their varsities in midsea- 
son amid a pandemic and 
flying halfway around the 
world to represent their 
country against significant 
odds. By any measure, they 
overachieved by getting to 
within a bounce of the puck 
of the medal round. 
“Obviously not the result 
we wanted,” said Quinn 
as his devastated players 
fought back tears. “There 
really aren’t words that can 
make them feel any better. 
But it was an unbelievable 
experience coaching this 
group. The strides we made 
in a short period of time 
made a big, big difference.” 
The NHLers likely will 
be back on the scene four 
years from now when the 
Games will be in Milan and 
the pandemic presumably 
will be past. But a goodly 
number of players from 
this US squad may well be 
on the next one. 
Their dream denied may 
just be a dream deferred. 
“They played outstand- 
ing this entire tournament,” 
Kampfer said. “These 
young guys have a great 
future ahead of them and I 
think they know that.” 
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Logano 
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because of the attitude that ‘it’s not 
good enough’ We’ve got to keep that 
going.” 

Though it’s easy around here to 
think of Logano as “the kid from 
Middletown,” climbing into a quar- 
ter midget car, he is now 31, a family 
man, a battle-tested veteran in his 15th 
year in NASCAR, his 10th with Team 
Penske, a leader of his team and in his 
sport. He is one of the movers behind 
the new drivers council, a group 
aiming to make sure drivers have a 
voice in the decision-making process. 

Logano and his wife, Brittany, 
welcomed their third child, and first 
daughter, Emilia Love Logano, to the 
world on Feb. 8. 

“She’s dong great, Mama’s doing 
great,” Logano said. “We’re figuring 
out what life is like with three kids. 
We’re adjusting, but we’re doing 
great.” 

Two days earlier, Logano drove the 
new Next Gen to a victory at the first 
Busch Light Clash at the Los Angeles 
Coliseum in the first exhibition race 


of the season. 

“Any time you win a race, it adds a 
lot of confidence to your team, boosts 
morale, gets everybody jacked up for 
what’s ahead,’ Logano said. “To go out 
to anew track, new car and figure out 
a way to win is very special, for ‘Clash’ 
victories, it’s probably the biggest 
one you could ever ask for, with the 
amount of eyeballs on it.” 

As he worked his way toward the 
Daytona 500, Logano is reminded of 
another crash. Leading on the last 
lap a year ago, his car was nudged 
by Brad Keselowski, then his Penske 
teammate, touching off an eight-car 
wreck, opening the way for Michael 
McDowell to win. 

Logano has 27 Cup victories, 
winning the championship in 2018. At 
Daytona, he has three top-five and six 
top-10 finishes, becoming the young- 
est to win it in 2015, but he wants 
another. 

“The hunger is pretty high, I can 
promise you that,” Logano said. “It’s 
been too long, and we’ve been so close. 
Last year being in the lead going into 
Turn 3 and ending in a ball of fire 
kind of hurt. But there is nothing like 
wining the Daytona 500, it’s the Great 


RIB] RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 


American Race, the hype around it, 
the full out grand stand, so many spon- 
sors, friends, family, everyone’s here. 
And no one cares about who finishes 
second. Do you know who finished 
second last year? I don’t. And I was 
in the race, and I don’t. It’s all about 
the win. 

“T try to forget about [the 2021 acci- 
dent], but every time I turn on the 
TV it’s on. You’ve got to keep moving 
forward. I can’t cage what happened 
last year affect what happens this 
year.” 

Logano lives in North Carolina, but 
still gets back to visit Connecticut, 
where his parents still have a home. 
Last year, he returned to the Silver 
City Raceway in Meriden, where it 
all began for him. 

“We repaved it and my son, Hudson, 
got to drive my first quarter midget car 
out there, which was super special,” 
Logano said, “and I got to meet all the 
kids and say hello. I’d do something 
like that again. As soon as you land, 
you just feel at home. I still love going 
up there.” 


Dom Amore can be reached 
at damore@courant.com 


UConn 
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said. “It’s just so good to 
see her and her confidence 
getting back. We're all happy 
for her. As Azzi [Fudd] said, 
we’re going to be a nasty 
team when she comes back.” 

Auriemma added Bueck- 
ers was set to meet that day 
with Dr. Robert Arciero, 
chief of the Sports Medicine 
Division of the Department 
of Orthopedic Surgery at 
UConn Health, to come up 
with a plan for next steps. 

“We'll see where we go 
from here,” Auriemma said. 
“Today was Day One and 
who knows. We'll see how 
she feels tomorrow.” 

Bueckers has missed the 
last 16 games after suffer- 
ing the injury in the final 
seconds of the Notre Dame 
game Dec. 5. She underwent 
surgery on Dec. 13. 

The program has been 
optimistic that Bueckers 
could return to finish out 
the season. Auriemma says 
Bueckers has been impatient 
to get back to the court. 

“All she does is complain 
that she can’t go longer, she 
can’t stay out there more,” 
Auriemma said. “I’m trying 
to take it slower than she 
wants it to go.” 

The Huskies have five 
regular season games 
remaining before the Big 
East and NCAA tourna- 
ments in March. Bueck- 
ers is one of UConn’s seven 
rotation players who have 
missed at least two games 
this season due to injury. 

With so much personnel 
fluctuation, and Bueckers’ 
reinsertion into a team that 
looks quite different than it 
did in early December, it’s 
fair to expect an adjustment 
period once she gets back. 

“T’ve got to believe that 
if she gets out and plays a 


little bit with us, that there’s 
going to be some things that 
she’s going to want to do that 
maybe she’s going to find 
‘not yet.” And then things 
that are just going to come 
natural for her like they 
always do,” Auriemma said. 
“So I guess we’ll see. I don’t 
think we’re going to see the 
national player of the year 
Paige in two days. But hope- 
fully, that’s coming.” 

After missing the last 
three games, senior Olivia 
Nelson-Ododa (groin) 
was also seen practicing 
Wednesday. Auriemma said 
she “did a little bit,’ “looked 
rusty” and that they’ll see 
how she’s feeling over the 


next few days. 
Freshman Caroline 
Ducharme (head) and Miihl 


(foot) did not participate in 
the open portion of prac- 
tice. Auriemma said Ducha- 
rme, who has been out the 
last four games, “did a little 
bit” earlier in the day and 
that they’re “hoping she can 
do a little bit more [Thurs- 
day], at which point they'll 
determine whether she’s ok 
to play Friday. 

Miuhl is still dealing 
with the lingering foot 
issue that sidelined her for 
three games in December. 
Auriemma said she prac- 
ticed about 45 minutes 
Wednesday. 

“It’s still kind of bother- 
ing me, especially after this 
week full of games and prac- 
tices and everything but it’s 
nothing crazy, just bother- 
ing me a little bit, trying to 
limit me as much as possi- 
ble,” Muhl said. 

Auriemma seems opti- 
mistic that the health of 
the whole group, Buckers 
included, is “trending in the 
right direction.” 


Alexa Philippou can be 
reached at aphilippou@ 
courant.com 





UConn’s Paige Bueckers waves her finger during the first half 
of the team’s game against DePaul on Friday in Storrs. 
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Champagnie scores 
27 to carry St. John’s 
past Xavier, 86-73 


Associated Press 


Julian Champagnie 
scored 27 points and Tareq 
Coburn scored 13 points 
and St. John’s beat Xavier 
86-73 on Wednesday night 
at Cincinnati. 

Aaron Wheeler added 11 
points and eight rebounds 
and Montez Mathis scored 
10 for St. John’s (14-11, 6-8 
Big East Conference). 

Jack Nunge had 22 points 
and seven rebounds for the 
Musketeers (17-8, 7-7). Paul 
Scruggs added 16 points. 
Zach Freemantle had 10 


points. 

Manhattan 74: Fairfield 
67: At Bridgeport, Jose Perez 
had 21 points as Manhat- 
tan won the Metro Atlantic 
Athletic Conference game at 
Webster Bank Arena. 

Ant Nelson had 18 
points and six rebounds 
for Manhattan (13-11, 6-9 
MAAC). Josh Roberts added 
13 points and 13 rebounds. 
Perez hit 11 of 12 free throws. 

Supreme Cook had 17 
points for the Stags (12-14, 
6-9). Jesus Cruz added 13 
points and Chris Maidoh 
had 10 points. 


Safety Tip of the Day 


In inclement weather, it is even more dangerous for a young 
driver to be on the road due to their inexperience handling the car 
in those situations. Teach your child how to confidently handle weather 


challenges. 
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Gold-silver for US in men’s slopestyle 


Shred, white and flew. Innovative 
American freestyle skiers Alex Hall 
and Nick Goepper landed jaw-drop- 
ping tricks on the Secret Garden slope- 
style course and won the gold and 
silver medals at the Beijing Olympics 
on Wednesday. Hall, left, clinched the 
gold on the first of three runs when he 
defied gravity with a trick called “right double 10 pretzel 
one.” He spun 900 degrees one way and, as G-forces took 
over, stopped the spin in midair and spun 180 degrees the 
other way. He stuck the landing and skied in backward to 
the finish, earning a score of 90.01. Goepper was so impres- 
sive on his second run that he clinched the silver with a 
score of 86.48. American men have won six of nine medals 
since slopestyle made its Olympic debut in 2014. Goepper 
added to his silver from the 2018 Pyeongchang Games and 
bronze from the 2014 Sochi Olympics. Hall’s gold medal 
was the eighth for the United States in Beijing. “I’m just 
stoked I did it, my best slopestyle ever — and for the world 
to see that,” said the 23-year-old Hall, who was born in 








Bengals ie Taylor 5-year extension 


Zac Taylor, who led the Bengals to the 
Super Bow] in his third season as coach, 

was signed to a five-year contract 
extension, the team announced 
Wednesday. Financial terms weren’t 
disclosed. Taylor was 6-25-1 in his first 
two seasons leading the Bengals, his 
first head coaching job. They improved 
to 10-7 in 2021 and went on an improbable run through 
playoffs before losing 23-20 to the Rams in the Super Bowl 
on Sunday. The 38-year-old Taylor is now signed through 
the 2026 season. He had one year left on his previous 
contract. Taylor said Wednesday he was “very apprecia- 
tive.” “Of course, this isn’t all about me,” he said. “This 
is about all the people in the building who are working 
toward areally solid future for all ofus. And so I’m excited 
for everybody, you know, because I certainly feel like the 
future is bright. There’s a lot to build on.” Taylor said the 
deal got done Tuesday. “It didn’t take long,” he said of the 
contract process. “We were on the same page. I’m happy 
here. My family is happy here. I love coming into the build- 





Smith resigns as High Point coach 


Tubby Smith announced that he’s step- 
ping down as coach of the High Point 
University men’s basketball team. 
Smith, who once won a national cham- 
pionship while coaching at Kentucky, 
will be replaced at his alma mater by 
his son and current associate head 
coach G.G. Smith for the remainder of 
this season and next season. High Point said in a release 
that Smith feels after contracting COVID-19 for a second 
time in less than a year and having been away from the 
program for an extended period that the timing is right 
for this change. Smith will remain at High Point to assist 
with alumni, community engagement, fundraising for 
athletics and other university priorities. The 70-year- 
old Smith struggled to find success at High Point. In four 
seasons, the Panthers are 45-68 with Smith at the helm, 
including an 11-15 mark this season. Before High Point, 
Smith served as coach at Memphis, Texas Tech, Minne- 
sota, Kentucky, Georgia, and Tulsa, where he has 
complied a 642-370 record overall. He led Kentucky to the 


Alaska, grew up in Switzerland and lives in Utah. 


NASCAR SEASON PREVIEW 


Let’s get this show 


Top auto racing series charts 
audacious direction for 2022 


By Jenna Fryer 


Associated Press 


DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. — Kyle Larson 
balanced a car seat on a suitcase while the 
thick strap from another bag pulled tight 
around his neck. Both his kids were spin- 
ning on the metal stanchions outside LAX 
and Larson couldn’t find the bus to the rental 
cars. 

“Just what a champion looks like, huh?” 
he laughed. 

The NASCAR champ. He’s just like us. 

NASCAR throws its version of the Super 
Bowl on Sunday to open its 2022 season. The 
Daytona 500 is the official kickoff, though 
NASCAR opened two weeks prior to “The 
Great American Race” with a star-stud- 
ded, experimental exhibition inside the Los 
Angeles Memorial Coliseum. 

NASCAR’s decision to move the event 
away from Daytona International Speedway, 
its only home since its 1979, angered purists 
but it was a smashing success and NASCAR 
must now figure out how take advantage 
of the buzz through Daytona and the next 
37 weeks of racing. 

Larson will be a key player in NASCAR’s 
push to widen its reach to a younger and 
more racially diverse audience. The reign- 
ing champion returned to the series last year 
to drive for Hendrick Motorsports following 
a nearly yearlong 2020 suspension for using 
a racial slur. 

Larson had an unbelievable return, 
winning 10 times, the Cup Series title and 
the All-Star race, all while also crisscrossing 
the country to run a sprint car in his spare 
time. Larson is a fan favorite and represents 
the kind of grass-roots racer NASCAR fans 
have long embraced. 

But many others relate to the 29-year-old 
for other reasons: He’s a father and a family 
man, a symbol of redemption, a changing 
of the guard. Larson is also half-Japanese 
and the first Cup champion to emerge from 
NASCAR’s diversity program. 

He will again visit pockets of the country 
where folks don’t make it to many NASCAR 
races as part of his packed 2022 extracurric- 
ular schedule. But his goals? Larson hasn’t 
set any just yet. 

“Ultimately the goal is always to win 
the championship,” Larson said. “As far as 
numbers of wins, I don’t ever really set a goal 
until we get a month or so into the season. 
That’s when you get an idea of where yours 
cars are stacking up against the competition 
and what sort of potential you have.” 

Even that’s not a foolproof method this 
year. 

This season at last marks the debut of 
the Next Gen, a new car years in develop- 
ment and built to address many headaches. 
The Next Gen was a collaborative project 
between NASCAR and its stakeholders and 
the car is designed to cut costs, help smaller 
teams close the gap on the big guys, make 
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1998 NCAA title. 





\ 
rms 
clover 


\ wonfrEaR 





— Associated Press 


on the road 


” AdventHeattn 


After winning 10 races and the NASCAR Cup in his return from a suspension last season, Kyle Larson has emerged as a real fan favorite. AP FILE 


it cost capable for new ownership to enter 
the sport and give the manufacturers greater 
brand identity. 

The pandemic delayed the car a year and 
the Next Gen didn’t see racing action until 
the Coliseum, where it ran just fine. The car 
held up well in car-to-car contact — “we can 
bump and bang,” Clash winner Joey Logano 
declared — but its still a wildcard. 

NASCAR held an industry crisis meeting 
in Nashville in December to hash out driver 
concerns about performance, and many of 
those same drivers now sit on a seven-per- 
son board of directors of a “Driver Advisory 
Council” announced last week. 

The council gives the drivers an organized 
voice to push for tweaks or change. 

“Communication from drivers to other 
stakeholders in our industry has been a chal- 
lenge for years. This will help clarify feed- 
back from drivers,” said Logano, a board 
member. “Safety, fan experience and a great 
on-track product are just some of the goals.” 

Fan experience will be critical as NASCAR 
navigates its new identity. The series has 


made so many changes over the last several 
years that many of its loyalists no longer 
recognize the the sport that started with 
Southern bootleggers outrunning the 
authorities in their cars full of moonshine. 

The Confederate flag has been banned, 
and Ice Cube performed a halftime set at the 
Coliseum in a never-before-seen pause of a 
race for a hip-hop show. NASCAR has said 
it wants to be apolitical, but has long been 
intertwined with religion and politics. 

The “Let’s Go Brandon” derisive chant 
about President Joe Biden evolved from 
a NASCAR race, and Brandon Brown, the 
Xfinity Series driver at the center of the 
brouhaha, had an offseason faceoff with 
NASCAR over sponsorship associated with 
the LGB sensation. 

Brown ultimately won’t showcase the 
cryptocurrency associated with the chant 
on the car fielded by his family team in 
NASCAR’s second-tier series. 

So many NASCAR decisions seem foreign 
to longtime fans — an overhaul to last year’s 
schedule put six road courses on the sched- 


ule and turned Bristol into a dirt track for its 
spring race — and NASCAR this year added 
Gateway outside St. Louis to the calendar 
and will continue to explore nontraditional 
venues after pulling off The Clash. 

It’s a time of change for the stock car 
series, which needs new fans alongside its 
loyal base. Steve O’Donnell, executive vice 
president of NASCAR and chief racing 
development officer, acknowledged differ- 
ences between series leadership and the 
drivers that made discussions “tough at 
times.” 

But dialogue has improved since the 
December meeting, O’Donnell said trust 
has been built and the industry was buzzing 
with excitement as NASCAR left Los Ange- 
les last week. 

“T really do feel like we’ve got a much 
better relationship in terms of listening, 
but also having an understanding when we 
make acertain decision, there is some reason 
behind it,” O’Donnell said. “Because we went 
left, you wanted to go right, doesn’t mean we 
didn’t listen,” 


‘Timid’ approach popular for Daytona 500 qualifying 


By Mark Long 


Associated Press 


DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. — NASCAR’s 
qualifying races likely will be tamer than 
normal. 

The Duel at Daytona scheduled for 
Thursday night — a qualifying event that 
splits 42 cars into two races and sets much 
of the starting grid for the season-opening 
Daytona 500 — could be a watered-down 
version because of a parts shortage involving 
the new Next Gen car. 

The scarcity has left teams with a limited 
number of backup cars and even fewer on 
site. 

“We cannot wreck this car before the 500,” 
Petty GMS Motorsports driver Erik Jones 
said. 

Jones is hardly alone in his concern. Driv- 
ers and teams for months have lamented 


a lack of inventory heading into stock car 
racing’s premier event. 

Team Penske has two backups built for 
their four-car team, which includes Ryan 
Blaney, Joey Logano, rookie Austin Cindric 
and Wood Brothers Racing’s Harrison 
Burton. 

“It is a tough thing,” Blaney said. “Our 
inventory is not very big currently; no one’s 
is. We used to come down here with one 
or two backup cars for each (driver) just in 
case things happen. Now we're sitting on a 
couple for your whole organization. That’s 
been difficult, and you have to have that in 
the back of your head.” 

Blaney said he was driving in a practice 
session Tuesday and thinking, “How hard do 
I push my teammate to kind of see what my 
car will do and what his car will do without 
possibly wrecking him?” 

He expects asimilar approach in the Duel. 


“T think guys are going to be pretty smart 
on kind of how they race; you’d hope so 
because everyone’s kind of sitting in the 
same boat,’ Blaney said. “You have to be 
aware and observant. But you don’t ever 
want to wreck your 500 car, let alone when 
we don’t have many things to spare.” 

With 36 teams already locked into the 
40-car field based on NASCAR’s charter 
system, there were six drivers — Greg Biffle, 
Noah Gragson, Kaz Grala, Timmy Hill, 
Jacques Villeneuve and JJ Yeley — vying for 
the final four starting spots. 

Two of them got in during single-lap qual- 
ifying runs Wednesday night. Those runs 
ended too late for this edition. 

That left four drivers vying for the final 
two spots in those qualifying races — and 
dozens of others trying to keep their cars 
mostly in one piece. 

“T think we’re going to be timid for sure,” 


Jones said. “There is going to be some point 
where we have to race in a Duel, learn about 
the car and go from there. But it’s going to 
be an eyes-wide-open-type deal. If anything 
starts really getting kind of dicey or out 
of hand, we’re going to have to be extra 
cautious on that side of things.” 

NASCAR’s latest iteration of its stock car 
is essentially a kit car. Every team buys most 
of the same parts from the same vendors and 
then has instructions on how to put them 
together. Body panels and suspension pieces 
have been the most sparse, creating angst 
for teams. 

The ultimate goal: the wholesale changes 
are expected to result ina more durable and 
economical car, one that could tighten the 
playing field, at least to some extent. 

The Next Gen car debuted at the exhibi- 
tion Clash two weeks ago at the Los Angeles 
Memorial Coliseum. 


6 Hartford Courant | Section3 | Thursday, February 17,2022 


WEATHER 





THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY = 
Ae on ontt subsoa ilies matteeaPaatin CONNECTICUT 2 WEATHER 
Wt TT TT LE For the latest aan news 
SUNRISE NOON SUNSET SUNRISE NOON SUNSET SUNRISE NOON SUNSET SUNRISE NOON SUNSET SUNRISE NOON SUNSET throughou t re day. 
Considerable HIGH Lingering showers dey Mixed clouds and HIGH Mostly sunny, ual Mostly sunny and Hic) 
cloudiness, 59° ending, then 55 sun, some snow 30° breezy and very 39 milder. 
breezy and becoming partly and rain showers cool. 
unseasonably Low. sunny, very breezy. tow are possible, LOW LOW LOW | Pee — 
mild. Showers, © Turning colder in © breezy and very ) ) ° 
very windy at 50 the afternoon. 18 cool. 18 29 34 courant.com/weather 
night. 
oan AST Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows. OUTLOOK 
S sp es BOSTOne > A cold front to the west will cause considerable cloudiness on Thursday. 
pringfield », : : : i ' 
/ 59/47 S1/47 62/52 B. Provincetown __ |t will be unseasonably mild with high temperatures in the 50s and lower 


60s. The highest temperature for the day will likely be achieved just 
before midnight as the front gets closer. It will also be a breezy day with 





















































































Za La \ =. southwest winds at 10 to 20 mph. The cold front will produce showers 
Torrington eG brovinence, MASSACHUSETTS \ i overnight along with heavy downpours and very gusty winds. Peak gusts 
| 58/448 WARTFORD | x a te _~w . 4 could reach or exceed 60 mph in eastern portions of the state, while the 
| 59/50 = r Oued RHODE Shes ei i 2) remainder of the region will have peak gusts up to between 45 and 55 mph. 
Manchester | ISLAND’ f Vy “ ( — a sHyanhis r -Gary Lessor 
| Waterbury 60/51 : Sys ey 55/50 | ALMANAC 
59/46 w " CONNECTICUT | Sa hh s) ! A ative 
Middletown i Bers \ a ala ap PrecipitationInInches Total Normal 30-day Precipitation History In Inches 
| 59/51 Ne Serine aA ~" aN Yesterday (by 7 p.m.) 0.00 0.12 1.2 
I h 1.0 
NewHaven oe ¢ “55/50 rt __4\ Month to date 2.26 1.71 
| 8 54/49 : apgreton te ~ ade Total this year 4.09 4.99 *e 
Neeser 7 Pp , 55450 hy 54/49 Snowfallin Inches 04 
756/48 m. Milford Blo ches land Yesterday (by4p.m.) 0.0 0.5 0.2 
ie hand 55/48 52/48 Total this year 21.3 35.2 0.0 1/23 1/30 16 9/13 
‘\. = Greenwich Precipitation, temperature at Tides High Low Temp. 
Dele! men ROeK= N.L. State Pier 9:52am. 3:44am. 37° 
bene sruetcopeessereceseercscerrentp lig UE I NNNACIPL SOO amen reas RTT UE aE OTE 0 ; ; 10:12 p.m. 4:17 p.m. 
Air Quality Forecast For Today = Saybrook Jetty 11:03 a.m. 4:37am. 37° 
; 11:23 p.m. 5:10 p.m. 
31 = Connecticut River  1:28a.m. 8:23 a.m. 
Os. 40s | ~_ at Portland 1:46 p.m. 8:56 p.m. 
| Low : ° 
Portland cok VA OS Lepanon = _ Goa Madison 11:18 a.m. 5:03am. 36 
9/37/C 5 Bea. m | aa y {3% 11:41 p.m. 5:30 p.m. 
€ -X Minneapolis, ) |S g : : —- New Haven 11:38 a.m. 5:27a.m. 37° 
@. ; 305s | 15/3/PC 0 Air Ultraviolet Wind 
an Os : s pee Quality Index Chill Pm. 3:54pm. 
isco /A0s | ss [5/C Today Today Today Stamford 11:42am. 5:41am. 37 
46/S/ 30s coe p.m. 6:08 p.m. 
own \. 40s P50: cn Aiashingts SHC. Today Tomorrow River Stage at Hartford: 4.05 feet at 6:30 p.m. 
Os ») H - e 
Anigeles. (2° | s aes 7 sunrise a salt ae aM. Boating L..SoundW LiSoundE — B.1. Sound 
~ Phoenix 1g ates 353 p.M. +95 P-M. Weather VCloudy VCloudy VCloudy 
nOV/45/8 O La Fy . OONFISE 0199 P.M. 1-4U P.M. Wind ~~ SW, 15-20. SW, 15-20 SW, 15-20 
: Safi oD y "70/45/C Moonset 7:36am. 8:01am. Seas 2-3 ft. 2-4 ft. 5-7 ft. 
| 51/25/6 7f 70s 
© aN 7 WZ ), 
Honolufu 53/ 30/ P Vane Moon Phase Temperature High Low 
Bey olay 60S 70s = Kn tampa S Wednesday 43at2:24p.m 12at 4:51am 
S05 o°0f [//7 FS Houston %80s N l for dat 39 71 
apo) (77) 70/35/SH — ormal for date 
Snow __Rain we Syeyle Last New’ First ull Recordfordate 72 in 1954 -24 in 1943 
Feb23. Mar2 Marl10 Mar18 A year ago 44 29 
Range this year 59 -2 
AROUND THE WORLD | Seas 
ees , Kingston 88 72PC Stockholm 34 26 SF Heating DegreeDays Season Normal Season 
Today’s forecast in cities not included in the maps above: 
: Lisbon «G6 48PC Sydney 88 T0PC For July1-Feb16 3602 3936 3677 
NEWENGLAND _ paitimore 63 44 C Nashville «7433 T SanJuan 83 73PC Budapest «58.39 Chewy ce eae Ga ne es 
imor vl u udapes Madrid 64 39 S_ Tokyo 48 34PC : 
ae i: = Bismarck 23 18 C NewOrleans 78 45SH Tucson 59 36PC Buenos Aires 81 61PC MexicoCity 86 63 S ae 43 7 R 30-day Temperature History 
Caribou 43 23 R Boise 4424 S New York 58 43 C WORLD Cairo 68 52 C Milan 59 37 C Vancouver 45 41SH 6011, éHs 
Concord 54 43 C Buffalo 49 17 R_ Okla. City 34 19 SF Cancun 84 74SH_ Montreal 46 16 R’ Warsaw 48 37 SH rd 
Montpelier 48 21 R Charleston 75 64PC Omaha 27 15PC Amsterdam 52 41 R_ Dubai 75 61 S Moscow 37 36 S Weather page produced by 30 
Mt Wash 34 14SH Cincinnati 61 25 R Orlando 83 66 PC Athens 61 45 SH Dublin 46 32 PC Nassau 79 66 PC = 20 
; Cleveland 4818 R Pittsburgh 63 25 R Bangkok 90 81 T Edinburgh 44 35PC a. 10 
Portland 54 39 C g New Delhi 79 52 SH 
Woods Hole 53 45pc. Indianapolis 45 15 R_ Raleigh 71 58PC Barbados 8471 S_ Helsinki 34 23SN Paris 55 48 S WESTERN Ook 
Jacksonville 80 62PC _ St. Louis 34 11 | Beijing 32 19 C Hong Kon 64 63 SH CONNECTICUT 10 1/23 1/30 2/6 2/13 
NATION LasVegas 63 41 S SaltLakeCity 42 27PC_ Beirut 66 54PC Ist *b | : 54 46 PC ae mee STATE 
g Ity iru stanbu Rio de Janeiro 84 70 T F 
ian 543354 MiamiBeach 79 73PC SanAntonio 76 36 S_ Berlin 52 39SH Jerusalem 59 43 C Rome 59 45sH UNIVERSITY ceils 5 Pia ah ah tes 
Albuquerque 41 24 SF Milwaukee 29 10 SF San Diego 68 49 S_ Bermuda 69 64PC Johannesburg 81 59 T Seoul 3219 S Weather Center arome' er at 1 a.m. = at / p.m. 
Atlantic City 60 49PC KEY: S$ Sunny, C Cloudy, PC Partly Cloudy, R Rain, SH Showers, SN Snow, SF Snow Flurries, T T-storms Singapore 9175 T Dew point 34 at 7 p.m. 7 atla.m. 
Witte lel: 
TUESDAY'S LATE detti 3-0-6, Isaiah Reece 5-3-15, Connor Tann 15-3-33. Totals 21-9-52. 30-13-76. MIF eat’ Welcomes THE 
Nadeau 3-0-7, Luke Maher 3-2-9. Totals a ae ee ee ee ae 
HIGH SCHOOL zie : jana 2 Paesce CONNECTICUT 
: - 7; 77 ra . NCCC CHENEY TECH 69, PLATT TECH 32 (ele) = we LOL A's 
CA 10 1B BOO otters 0, EAST GRANBY A 
CCC-South Shoreline EAST GRANBY (5-13): Melina Betts 2-0-4, Others 
Tews tins PLAINVILLE 39 CROMWELL 53, VALLEY REGIONAL 44 Morgan Egan 5-1-13, Sarah Springer 1-2-4, SOUTH WINDSOR 62, UNIVERSITY 47 
PLAINVILLE pee James George 1-0-2 CROMWELL Sie Gianluca Albert sire 1-0-2, fe Guyer 2-0-5, a ENFIELD 50, CLASSICAL 42 
; . a 5-6-18, Louis Friend 1-0-2, Victor Payne Phillips 1-0-2, Taylor Hayes 1-0-2, Brooke 
sei Menene ae 6-2-16, JJ Feehan 5-0-11, Jake Salafia2-0-4, DeJesus 2-0-4, Julia Walsh 2-0-4. Totals 
1-6-8, Cam Lamothe 7-2-16. Totals 13-11- Logan Mure 1-0-3, Luke Gagnon 1-0-3. dS rie CCC-South 


39. 

LEWIS MILLS (10-8): Jon Schibi 0-0-0, 
Charlie Joiner 2-3-8, Colby Cables 3-0-7, 
Brice Waldron 8-4-20, Connor Evans 
5-0-13. Totals 18-7-48. 


P 11 913 6— 39 
LM 9 9 11 19-— 48 
CCC-West 

FARMINGTON 58, GLASTONBURY 45 


FARMINGTON (13-5): Jordan Anthony 
4-0-9, Christian Harris 1-0-2, Jahkai Veal 
2-0-4, Nico Augustino 2-0-4, Chad Rizzo 
1-0-3, Jared Young 5-2-15, Nick Duncan 
7-5-19, Caleb Smith 0-2-2. Totals 22-9-58. 
GLASTONBURY (4-13): Owen Peterson 
2-1-5, Khaliq Young 2-0-5, Adam Molusis 
2-0-4, Trey Tennyson 1-2-4, Dan Cantafi 
3-0-9, Jack Hennessy 1-0-2, George Juliano 
1-0-2, David Smith 2-0-4, Tyler Huff 2-2-8, 
Mickey Shea 0-2-2. Totals 16-7-45. 


F 13 17 15 13— 58 
G 9 412 20— 45 
CCC-Inter 

CONARD 68, E.0. SMITH 44 


E.O. SMITH (7-11): Leon Lin 5-4-16, Jack- 
son Stearns 3-2-9, Dar Jankovic 4-1-9, 
Noah Cardone 1-3-5, Peter Elumogo 1-3-5. 
Totals 14-13-44. 

CONARD (15-2): Riley Fox 15-4-38, Jalen 
Hamblin 8-4-20, Ryan Bushnell 2-0-4, Kyle 
Barnum 1-0-3, Rasheen Smiley 1-0-3. 
Totals 27-8-68. 


EOS 17 910 6— 44 
C 13 22 12 21— 68 


Note: Hamblin had a double-double with 
11 rebounds. 

ENFIELD 79, HARTFORD PUBLIC 57 
ENFIELD (7-10): Kaden Birkett 2-1-5, 
Josiah Whaley 7-2-17, Jaiden Davis 1-0-2, 
Nick Valente 1-0-2, Fritz-Carly Andre 0-3-3, 
Isaiah Plummer 4-2-12, Josiah Upson 
1-2-4, Alex Herron 5-6-16, Tighe Thebo- 
deau 7-0-18. Totals 28-16-79. 

HARTFORD PUBLIC (4-11): James Majors 
2-3-7, Elijah Perry 7-9-28, Tobias Murphy 
1-0-3, Jaelon Owens 0-3-3, Eric Guy 3-0-9, 
Rashad Collins 1-3-5, Jeyko Santiago 
1-0-2. Totals 15-18-57. 


E 17 24 23 15-— 79 
HP 21 7 16 13- 57 


EAST HARTFORD 59, NEWINGTON 57 
EAST HARTFORD (9-9): Favour Okeke 
1-0-2, Elijah Serrano 2-2-6, Zander Robin- 
son 9-3-23, Chris Lomax 4-1-10, David 
Pardo 1-1-3, Dom LaDuca 5-0-12, Justin 
Victorin 1-0-3. Totals 23-7-59. 

NEWINGTON (9-9): Nick Gagliardi 2-0-5, 
Gavin Grey 6-0-14, Trey Guest 7-5-19, Noah 
Tharaldson 1-0-2, Sean Hurley 4-0-10, 


Totals 18-10-53. 

VALLEY REGIONAL (9-9): Di’Angelo Jean- 
Pierre 5-3-13, Andrew Yermenson 0-0-0, 
Sam Hutchinson 3-2-8, James Marsden 
6-0-14, Brayden Shea 1-1-3. Totals 16-7-44. 





SOMERS (15-5): Sydney Cassidy 5-0-10, 
Deidre Dalessio 6-0-14, Devon Dalessio 
2-0-5, Shea Cassidy 2-0-5, Eliana Wood 
6-1-15, Taylor Illuzzi 1-0-2, Grace Majowicz 
1-0-2, Erin Donohue 2-0-4, Halle Watt 
2-0-4, Natasha Sherwood 1-0-2. Totals 










LEWIS MILLS 38, PLAINVILLE 27 

LEWIS MILLS (7-13): Jordan Anderson 
2-2-8, Riley Mills 2-3-7, Cassie Martinotti 
2-0-5, Lillian Martineau 4-0-8, Abby 
Jankoski 4-2-10. Totals 14-7-38. 


Cc 12 15 16 10— 53 98-1-63 PLAINVILLE (1-19): Lilly Wazorko 1-1-3, 

VR 9 10 12 13— 44 : Elyse Brown 1-0-3, Marissa Miller 1-4-7, 
EG 9 10 13 8— 40 Tamia Chapman 0-1-1, Sami Thompson 

CRAL S 20 17 17 9— 63 4-3-11,Hailey Andersen 1-0-2. Totals 

MLC 80, CIVIC LEADERSHIP 55 EG 

CIVIC LEADERSHIP (3-15): Kyon McCray Note: Dev. Dalessio had 12 assists and 

1-0-2, Noah Hicks 10-5-29, Jayden Gist Watt had 9 rebounds. LM 10 8 11 9— 38 

5-2-12, Donovan Brown 2-0-5, Khemoni Shoreline P 5 7 411— 27 

Mitchell 2-0-5, Javier Negron 0-2-2. Totals © HADDAM-KILLINGWORTH 39, MORGAN ccC-inter 


20-9-55. 

MLC (3-14): Alec Lorenzo 10-0-26, Jarell 
Deer 4-2-10, Zamar Gibson 2-0-4, Alex 
Grice 10-1-21, Jose Reyes 1-0-2, Ronald 
Baapogmah 6-1-13, George McElroy 1-0-2, 
Kymani Rochester 1-0-2. Totals 34-4-80. 


CL 18 15 11 11— 55 
M 22 26 15 17— 80 
WEAVER 79, AEROSPACE 62 


WEAVER (14-4): Steven Wilson 6-0-13, 
Richard Williams 1-0-3, Regis Benn 0-2-2, 
Damar Artis 7-1-16, Taige Williams-Bey 
1-0-2, Jamir Hicks 4-1-11, Isaiah McPher- 
son 3-0-8, Chris Wilson 7-4-18, John Paul 
Jones 2-0-4. Totals 32-8-79. 

AEROSPACE (7-10): Rayquanne Bogle 
0-4-4, Alex Small 2-0-4, Kooper Ashmore 
5-3-16, Justin Smith 4-0-8, Kevin Clarke 
11-6-30. Totals 22-13-62. 


WwW 16 22 18 23— 79 
A 18 10 13 21— 62 


Note: Artis had a double-double with 

11 assists, 4 steals and C. Wilson hada 
double-double with 15 rebounds, 3 blocks. 
SCC 

XAVIER 63, GUILFORD 49 

XAVIER (11-7): John Carrozzella 1-0-2, 
Ethan Bessoni 1-0-2, Colby Ciampi 3-4-10, 
Vik Vakati 6-2-17, Anthony Parker 8-2-20, 
Aidan Driscoll 4-1-10, Mark Schoonmaker 
1-0-2. Totals 24-9-63. 

GUILFORD (12-7): Cal Bucci 9-0-22, Theo 
Freeman 1-0-2, Justin Hess 3-0-8, Luke 

St. Marie 5-1-14, Riley Swan 1-0-3. Totals 
19-1-49. 


37 (OT) 

HADDAM-KILLINGWORTH (5-14): Chey- 
enne LaTouche 0-2-2, Ella Comerford 
1-0-2, Julia Favalora 4-4-12, Kaleigh Bodak 
7-0-14, Ana Garcia 3-2-8. Totals 15-8-39. 
MORGAN (9-9): Caeley Ayer 3-1-7, Ava 
Johnson 4-4-14, Katie Martin 3-2-8, Sofie 
Passante 1-0-2, Victoria O’Neill 3-0-6, Ava 
Zirlis 0-1-1. Totals 14-8-37. 


HK 10 9 9 8 3— 39 
M 8 7 912 1- 37 


Note: Martin had 11 rebounds and O’Neill 
had 7 rebounds. 

OLD LYME 47, OLD SAYBROOK 22 

OLD SAYBROOK (2-13): Breleigh Cooke 
3-1-9, Cassie Johnson 2-1-6, Mackenna 
Cooke 1-2-4, Sanai Baker 0-1-1, Kylie Lake 
1-0-2. Totals 7-5-22. 

OLD LYME (12-7): Ava Roth 3-0-7, Kate 
Walsh 6-0-15, Melanie Warren 1-2-4, 
Kanon Oharu 0-1-1, Ali Kyle 2-0-4, Alexis 
Fenton 1-0-3, Megan Loflin 5-3-13. Totals 
18-6-47. 


os 2 4 6 10- 22 
OL 13 11 12 11-— 47 


Note: Loflin had 9 rebounds, 3 steals and 
Kyle had 5 steals. 


GIRLS HOCKEY 


Others 
EAST CATHOLIC CO-OP 3, HAMDEN 
CO-OP 0 


H 0 0 0 
EC 1 1 1 


0 
3 


BRISTOL CENTRAL 64, HARTFORD PUBLIC 
46 

NORTHWEST CATHOLIC 56, SOUTH 
WINDSOR 42 

MANCHESTER 60, WETHERSFIELD 45 
NCCC 

BOLTON 36, EAST WINDSOR 26 

BOLTON (15-5): Emma Diehl 6-2-15, Niya 
Islam 1-0-2, Isabel Kenney 2-0-4, Riley 
Graves 1-0-2, Julia Zimmerman 1-2-4, 
Makenna Graves 4-1-9. Totals 15-5-36. 
EAST WINDSOR (8-12): Bailey Winner 
4-6-14, Sam Corrado 1-0-3, Alex Witzke 
2-0-4, Katie Blume 2-1-5. Totals 9-7-26. 

B; 6; 13; 9; 8; —; 36 

EW; 4; 10; 4; 8; —; 26 

Note: Diehl and M. Graves each had 7 
rebounds and Kenney had 6 steals. 
ELLINGTON 59, EAST GRANBY 39 
STAFFORD 37, SUFFIELD 33 

Shoreline 

CROMWELL 52, WESTBROOK 36 
WESTBROOK (9-11): Adriana Stranieri 
5-2-12, Leticia Pires 0-0-0, Sadie Susi 1-0-3, 
Jami Sacco 9-0-21, Alexandra Zanzalari 
0-0-0. Totals 15-2-36. 

CROMWELL (16-4): Grace Mikan 1-0-3, 
Cameryn Hickey 0-4-4, Brynn Kovacs 
4-7-16, Jessica Grodzicki 5-0-10, Nevaeh 
Clark 2-2-6, Adela Cecunjanin 6-1-13. 
Totals 18-14-52. 

W; 9; 6; 10; 11; —; 36 

C; 17; 13; 6; 16; —; 52 

VALLEY REGIONAL 72, MORGAN 28 
VALLEY REGIONAL (16-3): Ava Cunning- 
ham 2-0-4, Abby Bradbury 8-0-20, Bitzy 
Klomp 2-2-7, Liz Allen 1-2-4, Olivia 
Cunningham 6-3-15, Siena Schaller 2-1-5, 


X 24 11 11 17-— 63 Goals: EC—Meghan Croyle (2), Lili Ficaro. . 

G 12 8 1712— 49 Saves: EC—Kelsey Kowal, 8 H—Marcia oo 6-1-5, Regan Grow 2-0-4. Totals 
LYMAN HALL 51, CHESHIRE 38 CONN eco ee ey re MORGAN (9-11): Caeley Ayer 1-1-5, Ava 
CHESHIRE (5-12): Adrian Ali 2-0-6, EJ WEDNESDAY’S HIGH __Johnson3-2-9, Katie Martin 2-0-6, Victo- 
Quint 1-0-3, Jack Markarian 5-2-12, Tristan ria O’Neill 3-0-6, AJ Luke 22-0-4. Totals 
Washington 2-1-5, Jayden Reid 4-4-12. SCHOOL RESULTS 11-3-28. 

Totals 14-7-38. BOYS BASKETBALL 

LYMAN HALL (4-12): Justin Hackett 11-3- - = 7 n - fe 
26, Brady Campbell 0-5-5, Tyler Casey CCC-West ~ 
3-0-6, Nazier Medina 5-1-12, Eli Dineen HALL 48, AVON 44 COGINCHAUG 52, OLD SAYBROOK 31 
1-0-2. Totals 19-9-51. CCC-Inter 


Freddie Martinez 3-0-7. Totals 23-5-57. 


C 613 7 12-— 38 
LH 9 9 12 21- 51 
ECC 


EH 14 16 10 19— 59 
N 18 21 15 3-— 57 
NCCC 


STAFFORD 61, EAST WINDSOR 45 

EAST WINDSOR (3-14): Josh Maddox 
0-1-1, Eric Wyse 2-1-6, Nicky Parakilas 
1-2-4, Ryan Lee 7-2-18, Alex Giannuzzi 
1-0-2, Juelz Torres 2-1-5, Justin Rodriguez 
3-0-9. Totals 16-7-45. 

STAFFORD (12-6): Logan Briggs 1-2-4, 
Evan McKay 1-0-2, Isaac Minaya 10-3-23, 
Mark McLaughlin 3-3-10, Zack Donovan 
3-0-6, Dylan McLaughlin 1-0-2, Vernon 
Percy 2-2-8, Collin Gudeman 3-0-6. Totals 
23-12-61. 


EW 10 11 11 13— 45 
s 16 14 10 21- 61 


Note: Minaya had a double-double with 
11 rebounds. 

CANTON 60, BOLTON 57 

BOLTON (5-13): Mason Fox 0-1-1, Trevor 
Buchanan 9-5-27, Colby Marsh 5-1-11, Cal 
Bulley 3-2-10, Ryan Drzolek 2-2-6, Michael 
McBride III 1-0-2. Totals 20-11-57. 
CANTON (12-6): Khalil Thomas 4-0-8, 
Brandon Powell 5-5-15, Matthew Bene- 


WATERFORD 50, BACON ACADEMY 46 
WATERFORD (13-5): Logan Peabody 
3-6-13, Noah Gollsneider 1-1-3, Jordan Elci 
3-0-7, Evan Piotrowski 1-3-5, Nate Hynes 
2-1-5, Sean O’Connell 4-7-16, Juan Morez 
0-1-1. Totals 14-19-50. 

BACON ACADEMY (11-8): Sam Blum- 
berger 8-3-20, Nate Harasimowitz 1-0-2, 
Ryan Claffey 3-1-7, Luke Grimord 1-4-7, 


BRISTOL EASTERN 58, ROCKY HILL 28 
ROCKY HILL (1-17): Yazdan Aftab 5-0-10, 
Grant Fishberg 0-3-3, Shiv Ghutadaria 
1-0-2, Jake Polites 1-2-4, Evan Sikorski 
1-0-3, Luke Castanho 1-0-3. Totals 10-6-28. 
BRISTOL EASTERN (4-14): Jeremiah Tatum 
3-0-6, Lukas Sward 3-1-7, Dante DePass 
1-1-3, Ben D’Amato 5-0-15, Brayden 
Dauphinais 3-2-11, Nate Fries 2-5-10, 
Zaveyan Tate 1-0-2, Isiah Lawrence-By- 
num 1-0-2, Jordan Chisholm 0-2-2. Totals 
19-11-58. 


Elijah Black 3-2-9, Quinn Johnson 0-1-1. io cs fr a - = 
Totals 16-10-46. 
Ww ie ie CONARD 55, TOLLAND 34 
BAU 7 21 46 os 66, GRANBY 65 
CTC 

GIRLS BASKETBALL WINDHAM TECH 76, NORWICH TECH 71 
ce inte NORWICH TECH (7-10): Cam Topkin 
PLATT 52, TOLLAND 40 4-2-13, Josh Hanks 7-2-19, Bradley St. 


TOLLAND (1-19): Sara Clokey 2-3-9, 
Maddie Kolb 0-2-2, Emma Urban 1-0-2, 
Sophia Rotunda 3-0-8, Mackenzie Wood 
2-0-4, Kelly Lebel 5-4-15. Totals 13-9-40. 
PLATT (10-10): Vianna Alcantara 5-2-13, 
Kamani White 1-0-2, Zaria Calloway 0-2-2, 
Khystina Campbell 0-2-2, Antwanette 


Louis 3-2-8, Nick Lazowack 1-0-2, RJ 
Savoie 1-0-2, Jay Johnson 5-0-11, Chase 
Davidson 6-2-15. Totals 26-8-71. 
WINDHAM TECH (15-3): Dezmen Gaston 
2-2-7, Daniel Toce 0-2-2, Alex Johnson 
1-0-2, Trey Lindsey 3-5-11, Brody Belanger 
7-0-16, Dylan Desautels 2-0-4, Danny 
Meikle 2-0-4, Joey Johnson 13-4-30. Totals 


CTC 
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80 Exhibits - Top Manufacturers - Wellness Zones 
Get Lessons/Top Pros - Skills Contests - Sat. Kids Day 
19th Hole Bar - New Disc Golf Experience! 


xT 
PING = Srixon 


€ Cenlaad <cobrea fizuI0 - 


callay, 
Cs we rol 2} 4-1-1 A 


esaylorMade §=Fitheist Wilson 


6 GREAT FRONT DOOR OFFERS 


Powered By Hartford Courant 
courant.com 


See website for details. 


$10 Chris Cote’s Bucks 
Ist 1,000 per day 


Bucket of Balls at Chris 
Cotes Range 1st 1,000 per day 


$10 Off to Oakwood 
Virtual Golf 1st 1,000 per day 


3 Months of SwingU Plus App 
Ist 1,500 per day 


$15 Off AimPoint Putting at 
Conner Golf 1st 1,000 per day 


Free 18-holes at Tower Ridge 
Disc Golf 1st 1,000 per day 
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Sat. 19th is Kids Day! 


GOODWIN TECH 36, PRINCE TECH 35 
GOODWIN TECH (14-5): Avalise Hernan- 


dez 3-4-11, Tomoya Bennett 1-1-3, Ericka 
Aponte 4-3-11, Megan Lukaszewski 3-0-8, 
Mariela Cartegena 1-0-3. 

Totals 12-8-36. 

PRINCE TECH (10-9): Shanay Thoms 
5-3-16, Shavani Roach 3-0-8, Yenny Barry 
1-0-2, Asia Harper 3-1-7, Grace Marie 
Hernandez 1-0-2. Totals 13-4-35. 

GT; 16; 4; 2; 14; —; 36 

PT; 13; 1; 7; 14; —; 35 

Note: Lukaszewski had 11 rebounds. 
Others 

MALONEY 69, HARDING 23 

HARDING (2-15): Alexa Almanzar 3-0-6, 
Shaniellia Bryce 1-0-2, Nymbia Carter 
0-0-0, Luisa Delgado 4-1-11, Kaniyah 
Brown 0-4-4. Totals 0-2-23. 

MALONEY (15-5): Evelyn Beltran 2-4-8, 
Amal Bahili 5-0-11, Gracey Massicotte 
5-0-12, Jenna Quilty 1-0-2, Angie Guzman 
1-0-2, Nadia Berrios-Lugo 3-0-6, Jaylice 
Rosario 9-10-28. Totals 26-14-69. 


H 710 5 1- 23 
M 22 13 25 9— 69 


Note: Rosario had a double-double with 
12 rebounds. 
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Dramatic fare © 


Opulence of Tao 
Asian Bistro at 
Mohegan Sun only 
outdone by the food 


By Rand Richards Cooper 
Special To The Courant 


y friend plunks 

down $100 ata 

Mohegan Sun 

blackjack table, 
split on a pair of sevens, 
doubled on each, and cleaned 
up the whole shebang. We 
were rich and hungry. Time for 
Tao! 

Tao Asian Bistro occu- 
pies the slot at Mohegan Sun 
formerly held by Bobby Flay’s 
excellent Bar Américain. Sixth 
namesake of the original Tao, 
which debuted in Manhat- 
tan in 2000, the new outpost 
opened last spring with an 
amped-up, luxurious atmo- 
sphere showcasing what its 
owners, Tao Hospitality Group, 
call “vibe dining.” 

The eclectic, eccentric décor 
includes a series of hanging, 
oversized, vaguely scholarly 
looking tassels, as if left by a 
graduation party for giants. 

In the lounge, couples reclin- 
ing in low-slung chaises enjoy 
such themed cocktails as the 
Zen Garden (tequila, Midori, 
ginger beer, lime) and Ruby 
Red Dragon (grapefruit vodka, 
yuzu, pomegranate). Blacks 
and reds prevail in the color 
scheme, and low lighting lends 
a sexy, vaguely sinister air. 

A passageway is bordered 
by crimson-lit glass waterfall 
panels that front private dining 
rooms and leads to the main 
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The centerpiece of the main dining room at Tao Asian Bistro is a 
16-foot-tall statue of the Buddhist goddess Kuan Yin. 


JULIAN CASSADY PHOTOGRAPHY 


dining area, a vast space with 
vaulting ceilings. The center- 
piece is a16-foot tall statue 

of Kuan Yin, the Buddhist 
goddess, spreading her many 
arms out over a live koi pond. 
The Tao management has 
called Mohegan Sun “the most 
intimate” of its restaurants. At 
10,000 square feet, and seat- 
ing 300 diners, it makes you 
wonder what the others must 
be like. 

The menu features such 
high-roller entrees as the $188 
surf and turf (a 32-ounce toma- 
hawk steak with lobster). But 
those seeking a less pricey table 
can find one. Tao’s pan-Asian 
menu juxtaposes Chinese, 
Japanese and Thai options. 
The Thai side included some 
deftly executed starters, like 
skewers of flaky-tender Chil- 


ean sea bass in a sweet and 
salty miso glaze. Chicken wing 
“lollipops” consisted of drum- 
sticks presented in “frenched” 
miniature — the meat pushed 
back down the bone to create 
a nifty handle — witha coating 
of peanuts and two dipping 
sauces. Fresh, moist, and beau- 
tifully char-grilled, chicken 
satay was a big step up from 


your typical restaurant version, 


with its lurid turmeric yellow. 
Another night we did Japa- 
nese, beginning with chicken 
gyoza — bulky, tasty dump- 
lings, steamed, topped witha 
slice of California chili pepper 
and drizzled in a honey-sweet- 
ened roasted garlic sauce. A 
special roll combined lobster 
with avocado, wrapped in pink 
soy paper, coated in panko 
and given a dollop of chipo- 








The satay of Chilean sea bass at Tao. TAO HOSPITALITY GROUP 


tle. A massive ribeye steak 
came pre-sliced for conve- 
nience, the slices fanned out 
on an oval plate, topped ina 
black-pepper teriyaki glaze, 
strewn with shishito peppers, 
shiitake and enoki mushrooms, 
and an asparagus and red bell 
pepper julienne. Off the charts 
in all the indulgent categories, 
it’s a dish to match Tao’s own 
opulence. 

Here and there a prepara- 
tion fell short. Pad Thai was 
sweet and soupy. A yellowtail 
roll advertised as “crunchy and 
spicy” proved to be neither. 
The shrimp in another entrée 
were all but lost in a thick 
tempura-style cocoon of dough 


and slathered in a goopy sweet- 
sour sauce. 

But most of what got dealt 
out at our table was very 
good — and we hit the jackpot 
when we decided to bet on the 
Chinese love affair with the 
pig. We enjoyed the spare- 
ribs, slow-roasted and given a 
salty-sweet honey-soy glaze. 
Even better were the gua bao 
— pillowy-soft steamed white 
buns, folded around slices of 
unctuously fatty braised pork 
belly, coated in a sticky chili- 
honey-brown sugar glaze, then 
slathered in hoisin sauce and 
given the savory counterpoint 


Turn to Tao, Page 2 


Star chef’s best cold-weather cure-all is a simple tomato soup 


By Kate Krader 


Bloomberg News 


In the dark days of 
winter, the feel-better food 
you want to eat is a steam- 
ing bowl of soup. 

Traditionally, chicken 
soup has been consid- 
ered the de facto cure-all. 
But Alon Shaya believes 
that tomato soup, dotted 
with plump grains of rice, 
registers even higher on 


the comfort scale. The 
acclaimed New Orle- 
ans-based chef addressed 
the issue in his 2018 cook- 
book, “Shaya, An Odyssey 
of Food, My Journey Back 
to Israel: A Cookbook.” 
The book features a 
recipe for his tomato 
and rice soup. “People 
call chicken soup with 
rice ‘the Jewish grand- 
mother’s prescription, a 
cure for whatever ails you,” 


Listen to our top news 
g stories for free. & 


he writes in the recipe’s 
headnote. “This vegetarian 
version may be even more 
So; it just makes you feel 


tor and then run down and 
show it to her. I’d say: ‘Look, 
I can’t go to school, can you 
make me that soup?” She 


good.” also made chicken soup, 
Shaya’s tomato soup “but this was the one I 

recipe comes courtesy of craved.” 

his grandmother, Matilda The vegan soup employs 

Gerassi.Growingupinthe — thestandard ingredients 


suburbs of Philadelphia, he 
would fake a high tempera- 
ture so she would make it 
for him. “I would stick the 
thermometer in the radia- 


Chicago Cribune 


you would expect: onions, 
garlic and tomatoes, which, 
at this time of the year, 
should be good-quality 
canned ones. (If you happen 


to live in a zone with ripe, 
fresh ones, go for it.) 

Where his soup becomes 
a work of genius is the 
inclusion of caramelized 
tomato paste, which Shaya 
calls his secret weapon. 
Spoonfuls of the paste are 
stirred around with the 
sautéed onions and olive oil 
to caramelize and magnify 
the sweet tomato pop. 

He also throws a couple 
unconventional spices into 


Staying in the know Is easy. 
Each weekday, you'll get the latest stories curated by 


Our editors on your smart speaker or streaming service. 
Available on Amazon Echo, Apple Music, Google Home, Spotify and more. 


Start now at PlayOurNews.com 


Hartford Courant 


the pot: Syrian Aleppo chile 
flakes, which have a sharp, 
bright heat, and star anise. 
The tastes bounce around 
in your mouth. “I always 
want to keep the flavors 
rolling; a good way to do 
that is with spices,” Shaya 
says. “You might not know 
exactly what you're tasting, 
you just know that it’s inter- 
esting.” 
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Glazed 
lemon-orange 
pound cake 


Makes: 1 pound cake 
For the cake: 
2 sticks unsalted butter, at 
room temperature 
2 cups granulated sugar 
4 extra-large eggs at room 
temperature 
Zest from 3 lemons 
Zest from 3 oranges 
3 cups all-purpose flour 
¥% teaspoon baking powder 
¥ teaspoon baking soda 
1 teaspoon kosher salt 
Ys, cup freshly squeezed 
orange juice 
34, Cup buttermilk at room 
temperature 
1 teaspoon lemon extract 
For the glaze: 
1% cups confectioners’ 
sugar 
Juice and zest of 1 orange 
Zest from 1 lemon 
1. Preheat oven to 350 
degrees. Grease a 9-by-5- 
inch loaf pan with butter or 
cooking spray. 
2.In the bowl of astand 
mixer, cream butter and 2 
cups of granulated sugar 
until light and fluffy, about 
4 to5 minutes. Beat in eggs 
and orange and lemon zest. 
3. Inalarge bowl, whisk 
together flour, baking 
powder, baking soda and 
salt. In another bowl, 
combine orange juice, 
buttermilk and lemon 
extract. Add flour and 
buttermilk mixtures 
alternately to the batter. 

: _ Pour batter into the loaf 
Buttermilk pound cake with hints of lemon and orange is the perfect way to celebrate citrus season. GRETCHEN MCKAY/PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE pan, and lightly rap on the 
counter a few times to 
make sure it’s settled and 


e e e smooth on top. Bake for 45 
minutes, or until cake tester 
comes out clean. 

4. Take cake out of the 


oven and make the glaze. In 
small bowl, whisk together 


® © 
confectioners’ sugar and 
1S ( ] if : S O ( ad eC orange juice until it reaches 
the desired consistency 


to spread and drip slightly. 
(Add more juice if it’s too 
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By Gretchen Mckay and sweet-tart flavors, winter It’s perfect with a cup of after- spoon of freshlemonjuicetolcup thick or more sugar if it’s 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette citrus offers a taste of sunshine noon tea or topped with a scoop of milk to curdle it. too thin.) 
that jazzesupjustaboutanyrecipe of vanillaice cream for a decadent My family gobbled this tasty 5.When cake is almost 

If there’s one bright spot this while adding a daily dose of vita- dessert. pound cake up innotime flat, butit cool, drizzle glaze on top 
time of year, it’s that winter is min C. The original recipe divided the also can be kept at room tempera- and down sides, then 
the peak of the citrus season, and This moist and buttery pound batter between twoloafpans,butI __ ture tightly wrapped in plastic for sprinkle with orange and 
oranges, grapefruitandlemonsare cake is perfumed with lemon and used asingle 9-by-5-inch pan. Also, up to three days, and it will store lemon zest. 
in ample supply. orange and has an easy orange because I didn’t have buttermilk on beautifully in the freezer for up to — Adapted from 

With their bright, cheerfulcolors glaze for asugary finish. hand, I used this hack: Add1table- | three months. wornslapout.com 





A restaurant like Tao is appetizers, $6 to $18; > rr" 
Tao polarizing. Its towering noodle and rice dishes, K Ad O pt US Kid Ss 4 


from Page 1 opulence accents thespec- $18 to $32; specialty sushi 

tacular, and the pulsing rolls, $16 to $26; entrees, 
of pickled vegetables. techno music that swirls $30 to $199; desserts, $9 

Our pork spree culmi- below those high ceil- to $18. Ww : = 

nated with two big-bowl ings generates a quivering I asked hat kind of family 
entrees of enticing quality. energy, as if any moment Covid accommodation: A . d Sh 2 d 
AHong Kong dishoffered theplacemighttransform  Allstaffare masked in both WwW 
a bed of egg noodles fried into a dance club. Some front and back of house. mina ante ° e Sal 9 
together with chicken, people will resist all the Extremely high ceilings P e e 9 9 
mixed veggies, and pork. hoopla, but others willlove facilitate air circulation. mM 
And fried rice came loaded it. Diners who value the Tables are swabbed with A fa ily like yours : That S 


with a trifecta of pork show as much as the food antibacterial solvent while 


belly, sausage, and barbe- will worship with joy. you are still seated. when I knew I had to adopt her. 


cued roast pork, a large 


heaping of sliced scal- © cis Hours: Sunday to Thurs- 

lions adding color and The basics: day, to 11 p.m.; Friday . . 
tang. A dollop of bright 4 stars and Saturday, 5 p.m. to Denise, adopted 17-yea r-old Amina 
red sambal completed the midnight. Reservations 

orgy of salt, sweet, fat and Tao Asian Bistro: recommended. 


hot. We finished off witha 1 Mohegan Sun Blvd., 
dessert of hot, supremely Uncasville 860-862-0888 Accessibility: Wheelchair 


fresh donuts, accompanied and taogroup.com access through front of 
by chocolate, vanilla, and restaurant. Free parking in 
caramel dipping sauces. The bill: Soups, salads, casino parking garages. 


Soup 


from Page 1 


Tomato soup 
with rice 


Makes: 6 to 8 servings 

Two 28-ounce cans whole 
tomatoes, or 4 pounds very 
ripe tomatoes, cored 

¥% cup extra-virgin olive oil, 
plus more for serving 

1 large yellow onion, thinly 
sliced 

1 clove garlic, thinly sliced 

1 tablespoon Morton kosher 
salt 

1 dried bay leaf 

1 star anise pod 

1 teaspoon Aleppo pepper 

1 tablespoon sweet paprika 
Y% Cup tomato paste 





2 cups water Acclaimed chef Alon Shaya believes that tomato soup, 

¥3 cup jasmine rice, or other dotted with plump grains of rice, falls higher on the comfort 
long grain rice scale than chicken soup. DREAMSTIME 

1. Put the tomatoesina 

blender or food processor Aleppo and sweet paprika. for 10 minutes until it’s 

and purée; work in batches, Give everything a good stir, just starting to thicken. 

if necessary. (If using fresh and toast the spices fora Meanwhile, rinse the rice in 
tomatoes, cut outthe cores minute or two until they’re a sieve until the water runs 
and coarsely chop them super-fragrant. Add the clear. (Be thorough here, or 
first.) tomato paste and stir to the starch can gum up the 
2. Put the olive oil in a large, combine, letting it toast soup.) Once the soup has 
heavy-bottomed pot over and build flavor for another thickened a bit, add the rice 
medium heat. Once it’s couple of minutes. to the pot and let it simmer L E A R N A B O U T A D O PT N G A T E E N 


warm, add the onion, garlic 3.Add the puréed tomatoes away, Stirring occasionally, 


and salt. Stir occasionally and water, and turn the until the rice is cooked — 20 YO U CA N "'T [ MAG i N E T i E R E WA R D 








so the onion slices sweat heat high. Bring everything to 30 minutes. Before you 
and soften, but don’t up to a boil, skim off any serve the soup, fish out the 
let them build any color. foam (being careful not spices (or make it a game, 
When the vegetables are to strain out the spices), and see who finds them in 
translucent and soft, add and decrease the heat the bowls). Finish each bowl 


the bay leaf, star anise, to medium-low. Cook with a drizzle of olive oil. 
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Wine business sees a problem: millennials 


By Eric Asimov 
The New York Times 


The American wine 
industry believes it has a 
problem: millennials. 

More specifically, it’s the 
fact that aging baby boom- 
ers — currently the prime 
market for wine — are 
nearing retirement age, the 
time of life when consum- 
erism typically declines. 

Millennials, the gener- 
ation that began to come 
of age after the turn of the 
century, have given no indi- 
cation that they are poised 
to step in. They buy much 
less wine than boomers, 
and the wine industry has 
not done enough to entice 
them to become regular 
consumers. 

In his annual State of the 
U.S. Wine Industry report, 
presented last month, Rob 
McMillan, an executive 
vice president of Silicon 
Valley Bank in Santa Clara, 
California, and a long- 
time analyst of the Ameri- 
can wine market, issued a 
forceful warning that a day 
of reckoning was coming. 

“Tn prior reports, we 
noted that the falling inter- 
est in wine among younger 
consumers, coupled with 
the encroaching retire- 
ment and decreasing wine 
consumption of baby 
boomers, poses a primary 
threat to the business,” 
McMillan said. “That issue 
has yet to be addressed or 
solved, and the negative 
consequences are increas- 
ingly evident.” 

Sales of American wine 
could plummet by 20% in 
the next decade, he said. 
It’s not exactly clear what 
the industry can do to 
change this dynamic. As 
the father of two millennial 
sons, I am something of an 
expert on being unable to 
persuade millennials to do 
as I suggest. But McMillan, 
who has analyzed the wine 
industry for decades, has 
more than a few ideas for 
an effective strategy. 

First, some background: 
In this discussion it may 
seem as if Generation X, 
the generation between the 





As baby boomers retire and buy less wine, producers need new ways to tempt a White Claw generation back from other 
alcoholic drinks, according to a new report. CAT O’NEIL/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


boomers and the millenni- 
als, has been overlooked. 

This group is smaller 
than both the baby boom- 
ers, the huge population 
born roughly from 1946- 
1964, and the millennials, 
born from 1980-1995. 

Because of the size 
difference, Generation X 
it has less buying power, 
although its wine-buying 
behavior does not seem 
that different from boom- 
ers’. Generation Z, born, 
approximately, after 1995, 
has too few years of legal 
drinking to really figure 
into the data. 

McMillan quoted a 
Harris Poll of nearly 2,000 
adults from November, 
which asked what bever- 
age they would bring 
to share at a party. The 
choices were wine, beer, 
spirits, flavored malt 
beverages, hard seltzer or 
cider. 

Wine was the over- 
whelming choice among 
those 65 and older. The top 
choice was roughly split 
between wine and beer for 
those 35-64, with the other 
options trailing in the 
distance. But people ages 
21-34 were almost evenly 


split among five options, 
with cider trailing. 

Wine simply is not 
preferred by younger 
people. McMillan 
pointed to the reopen- 
ing of restaurants in 2021 
after COVID-19 vaccines 
became available; during 
that period, sales of wine 
declined as sales of spirits 
rose. 

Millennials grew up 
in a world that has been 
far more encouraging of 
connoisseurship than 
when boomers were 
young. Social media has 
given everybody the 
opportunity to exercise 
their critical voices, for 
better or worse. Millenni- 
als are a more discerning 
generation, at a younger 
age, than baby boomers 
were. 

But as McMillan points 
out, millennials have less 
disposable income than 
their parents and more 
economic fears. They are 
often burdened by student 
debt, have fewer middle- 
class job opportunities and 
cannot assume they will 
ever be able to afford real 
estate. 

That’s a primary reason 


that millennials have 
gravitated to beer and 
spirits rather than wine. 
The difference between a 
mass-market brew and a 
world-class beer is just a 
few dollars. A really good 
cocktail at a restaurant 
might cost the same asa 
glass of mediocre wine. 
These are structural 
issues, but McMillan 
also noted the shortcom- 
ings of the wine industry 
in appealing to younger 
consumers. First, it has 
failed to recognize the 
changing demographics 
that millennials represent. 
“While only 28% of 
the boomer population 
is nonwhite, 45% of the 
millennial population — 
and almost half of Gen Z — 
is nonwhite,” he said. 
Without question, the 
wine industry has been 
slow to adapt. After the 
murder of George Floyd in 
May 2020 and the racial 
reckoning that followed, 
the wine industry, or 
rather a small part of it, 
began to make some effort 
to diversify its appeal and 
its workforce. But the 
experiences of Black wine 
professionals and Black 


VALUED 
SUBSCRIBER 
;. : ery t 


consumers show how far 
the industry has to go to 
make it amore welcoming, 
inclusive place. 

McMillan also asserted 
that millennial consumers 
are more concerned with 
social justice and with 
health and environmental 
issues, including climate 
change. Among his recom- 
mendations, he suggests 
that producers list their 
ingredients and offer 
nutritional data, like calo- 
ries per serving, and that 
they be clear about their 
social values, their efforts 
to address environmental 
concerns and their strat- 
egies for lowering their 
carbon footprints. 

“The strange reality is 
that it would be easy to 
start talking about wine 
in an evolved way and to 
reference the many things 
that are already a part of 
what we do to produce 
wine, and that would 
resonate with younger 
consumers,” McMillan 
said. “Yet as an industry we 
are not doing it.” 

This is where his report 
seems problematical. The 
American wine industry 
is by no means united in 
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supporting social-justice 
causes or meaningfully 
diversifying its workforce. 
It has no industrywide 
plan for combating climate 
change, reducing chemi- 
cal farming or cutting its 
carbon footprint. It has 
fought tooth and nail to 
avoid listing ingredients 
and nutritional data. 

The report suggests that 
a marketing campaign 
might be the answer. 

These sorts of slogans 
are likely to be bland and 
inoffensive, as they must 
represent a wide range 
of producers with wildly 
differing points of view. I 
don’t know much about 
marketing, but it strikes 
me that actual change in 
the industry would goa 
lot further in appealing to 
young people than target- 
ing them with a public- 
relations campaign. 

That means attacking 
complicated, thorny issues 
with solutions that are 
just as divisive in the wine 
industry as they are in the 
country as a whole. 

If, as McMillan argues, 
younger consumers are 
truly concerned with 
social justice and environ- 
mental issues, what will 
an anodyne marketing 
campaign achieve? 

In my little corner of the 
wine world, I see younger 
people drawn to natural 
wines and to traditional 
styles. These sorts of wines 
meet many of the concerns 
that McMillan expressed, 
and have demonstrated 
their appeal. 

The winemakers do that 
by showing their concern 
with the environment by 
farming conscientiously, 
sticking with traditional 
ingredients and processes 
and, increasingly, I hope, 
by addressing social justice 
and equity issues that are 
as apparent in natural 
wine as anywhere else. 

It’s not just a question of 
perception, it’s a matter of 
action, of demonstrating 
a commitment to change 
and to making the effort. 
Slogans will not paper over 
a failure to do that. 


One of the 
LARGEST 
Italian 
Specialty 
RY le On 


D&D Market is just minutes from Hartford, Newington, 
Rocky Hill, Cromwell, Glastonbury and West Hartford. 
(OY Te O02 OL OFT 





D&D Market's Meatball Mix (Ground Beef, Veal & Pork) - 5 |b. lots 





$4.99/lb. 





Fresh Ground Sirloin - 5 lb. lots $4.99/lb. 

Fresh Ground Chuck - 5 lb. lots $3.99/Ib. 

Choice Bone-Inc Ribeye Steaks $13.99/Ib. 

more out ok Lean Beef Stew $5.99/Ib. 
Choice Beef Cube Steaks $5.99/Ib. 

Indiana Sliced Slab Bacon $5.99/Ib. 

of your Boneless Pork Chops $2.99/Ib. 
Bell & Evans Whole Chicken Legs $2.99/Ib. 

Bell & Evans Clean & Trimmed Boneless Chicken Breasts - 10 |b. lots  $5.99/Ib. 


subscription 





Grocery 


Anew way to cook these vegetables avoids the sogginess people might associate with 


zucchini. KENDRA ELIZABETH SMITH/AMERICA’S TEST KITCHEN by setting Bavaces Imports elEspresee s>./2/o20aq) eae 
Daniele Blended Oil (1 gallon) $12.99 
. - Sclafani Imported Red Wine Vinegar (2 liter) $4.99 
T1 12 eC S res CYISPS up your Rega Imported Italian Tomatoes (28 oz.) $1.99 
DeCecco Imported Pasta (regular cuts -1 Ib.) $2.49 
@ @ 

ive up to their name digital | [TNE mab 
Celery $1.69 ea. 
America’s Test Kitchen made up of countless tiny cells. When Fresh Blueberries (pints) $2.99 ea. 
you sprinkle salt on vegetables and fruits, accou nt English Cucumbers $1.49 ea. 
Vegetables and fruits such as carrots some of the water inside the cells is pulled Enon Beane $1.99/lb 
and zucchini (surprise — a zucchini is out toward the salt. This process is called 
Romaine Hearts $3.99 ea. 


osmosis. Squeezing the shredded zucchini 
and carrot in a towel gets out some of the 
water, but salting them and letting osmo- 
sis do its work lets you squeeze out double 


technically a fruit) are mostly made up of 
water. (A zucchini or carrot is about 95% 
water.) It can be a challenge to deal with 
all that water when cooking or baking. No 






Prepared Foods 


$7.99/lb. 


one likes soggy zucchini bread! the water. So, for crisps that are crispy — Penne with Grilled Chicken and Broccoli 

_ One se ea many el ea is that not SopBy —use ee to draw out that extra It’s easy to Korean Grilled Flap Steak $15.99/lb. 

ean Pater OUL OE OCsr anise Wate Dore Oona D&D Market's Store Made Fra Diavolo Sauce (quart) $8.99 ea. 
Sweet Onion and Pancetta Scalloped Potatoes $4.99/Ib. 

Cheesy zucchini-carrot crisps Let sit for 10 minutes to drain. start your Broccoli Rabe & Sweet Sausage Stuffed Breads $7.99 ea. 

4. Place a clean dish towel on counter. When oa 

Makes: 2 to 4 servings (12 crisps) salted vegetables are ready, transfer to the : | et 

1 small zucchini (6 ounces) center of the dish towel. Gather the ends online access! * 

1small carrot, peeled of towel together, twist tightly and squeeze Michigan Oven Roasted Turkey $6.99/lb. 

¥2 teaspoon salt hard over the sink, draining as much liquid Visit: 

¥3 cup panko bread crumbs as possible. Discard any liquid from the large Isit: Land O'Lakes American Cheese $4.99/Ib. 

¥, cup shredded cheddar cheese (1 ounce) bowl and add vegetables to the bowl. D&D Market's Store Baked Country Ham $6.99/lb. 

1 large egg, cracked into bowl and lightly 5. Add panko, cheddar, egg and garlic F 

beaten with fork powder to bowl with the vegetables. Stir go-activate.com Jacobo Provolone Cheese (sliced or chunk) 94,99/Ib. 


mixture until combined. 

6. Use a 1-tablespoon measuring sooon 

to scoop and drop the vegetable mixture 
onto a baking sheet in 12 mounds (about 1 
heaping tablespoon each). Use your hand 
to gently press each mound to flatten into a 
thin circle. 

7. Bake crisps until edges are browned, 13 to 
15 minutes. Remove the baking sheet from 
the oven and place on a cooling rack. Let 
crisps cool for 10 minutes. Serve. 


¥% teaspoon garlic powder 

1. Adjust oven rack to the upper-middle 
position and heat to 425 degrees. Line a 
rimmed baking sheet with parchment paper 
and spray with vegetable oil spray. 

2. Trim off the ends of the zucchini and 
carrot. Shred zucchini and carrot on the large 
holes of a box grater. 

3. Set a fine-mesh strainer over a large bowl. 
Transfer shredded vegetables to a strainer 
and sprinkle with salt. Stir until combined. 





* Not Responsible for Typographical Errors 





Prices effective 
Week of February 17 - February 23, 2022 


675 Wolcott Hill Rd. ¢ Wethersfield ¢ (860) 785-8998 


[ TRIBUNE 


PUBLISHING 


STORE HOURS: Monday-Friday (8:30am-7pm) 
Saturday (8:30am-6pm), Sunday (8:30am-2pm) 
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A bright, tangerine-infused flan benefits greatly from advance preparation. DAVID MALOSH/THE NEW YORK TIMES PHOTOS 





Start with dessert 


Tangerine flan, prepared in advance, ends a midwinter menu 


of brightly dressed chicories and rich pork chops 


By David Tanis 
The New York Times 


Dessert may cap a meal, 
but there’s wisdom in 
putting it first and fore- 
most, particularly when 
preparing a large dinner. 
In fact, cooking dessert 
before anything else is 
often a wise strategy. The 
job is then out of the way, 
so you can concentrate on 
the savory dishes. And if 
you can make the dessert 


a full day ahead, so much 
the better. 


Enter flan, which is 
best made a day or two 
in advance of serving, its 
flavors improving with 
time. While flan is often 
flavored with orange, this 
version incorporates that 
jewel of winter, tangerine, 
and is somewhat brighter 
in flavor. 

A flan can be made in 
individual ramekins or in 
a single large mold. Either 
way, it’s a fiddly process. 
You need to make a caramel 
first to cover the bottom 
of the mold. For the best 
presentation — and flavor — 
be sure to let the caramel go 
quite dark, without burn- 
ing. Once the eggy custard 
is prepared and poured into 
the mold, the whole affair 
is baked in a water bath and 
refrigerated. 

Then it’s on to other, 
more savory bits that 
employ the best of this cool 
season’s produce: a stellar 
salad with curly endive, and 
pork chops with new-crop 
dates. 

A salad is a fine way to 
begin a meal, no matter the 
time of year. Sturdy chico- 
ries are the salad greens of 
choice right now — not at 
all like tender lettuces, but 
wonderfully fresh tasting. 
For this menu, curly endive, 
also known as frisée, fits 
the bill nicely, alone or in 


Tangerine flan 


Makes: 6 servings 


Total time: 2 hours, plus at least 4 hours’ 


refrigerating 
For the caramel: 
Y2 Cup sugar 


¥ cup tangerine juice (from 3 to 4 medium 


tangerines) 

For the custard: 

2 cups half-and-half 
Y2 Cup Sugar 

2 dried bay leaves 


1small rosemary sprig (optional) 

¥, teaspoon pure vanilla extract 

3 large eggs, at room temperature 

¥% cup tangerine juice (from 3 to 4 medium 





A brown-butter sauce with dates and crisp sage leaves tastes just as good with bites of pork as it does with parsnips. 


combination with its color- 
ful cousins, Belgian endive, 
Chioggia, Treviso or speck- 
led Castelfranco radicchio. 

All chicories have a 
slight, pleasant bitterness 
that stands up nicely to an 
assertive dressing — in this 
case, a mustardy vinai- 
grette. Chopped egg and 
Gruyere add interest (and 
a little protein). In fact, a 
large portion of this salad is 
great on its own, served asa 
light meal. 

Pan-seared center-cut 
pork chops can be a nice 
splurge for a main — and 
what drew me to them was 
their ease of cooking. But 
to ensure they remain juicy 
and succulent, a simple 
brine comes in handy. Mix 
it up — it’s just a watery 
solution of salt, sugar and 
aromatics — and submerge 
the chops for a short period 


tangerines) 


or overnight. Even a couple 
hours of brining will 
achieve tender and tasty 
results. 

For easy effect, sizzle 
soft medjool dates with 
butter and sage leaves to 
spoon over the finished 
chops, which gives them a 
blast of sweet-salty flavor. 
(If you can’t find dates, 
pitted prunes make a good 
substitute.) Parsnips work 
well as an accompaniment, 
but so would sweet potato 
or roasted squash. The 
date-and-brown-butter 
treatment tastes good with 
them, too. 

Many elements of this 
meal can be prepared the 
day before, so being orga- 
nized is key. But in return 
for your foresight, you'll 
reap flavorful rewards, 
and your table-mates will 
applaud. 


Tangerine segments, for garnish (optional) 
1. Seta rack in the center of the oven, and 


heat oven to 350 degrees. Have 6 (4-ounce) 


ramekins ready. Make the caramel: Combine 
sugar and tangerine juice in a small skillet or 
saucepan. Set over medium heat, stirring to 


dissolve sugar, and bring to a simmer. 


2. Simmer, stirring occasionally, until mixture 
begins to thicken, about 5 minutes. Continue 
simmering until mixture begins to caramelize 
and brown, stirring or swirling the pan, 5 to 6 
minutes more. Let the caramel go as dark as 


possible without burning, to a deep brown 


color, then carefully pour a bit in the bottom 


of each ramekin, dividing the hot caramel 
among them evenly. Set ramekins aside at 








This supremely simple salad tastes pleasantly bitter, tangy 


and cheesy all at once. 


room temperature. 

3. Make the custard: Put the half-and-half 
and sugar in a medium saucepan, and set 
over medium-high heat. Add bay leaves, 
rosemary (if using) and vanilla. Bring to just 
under a simmer, then turn off heat. Stir to 
dissolve sugar. 

4.Inamedium bowl, whisk together eggs 
and tangerine juice. Whisk in the hot half- 
and-half mixture a little at a time. 

5. Strain the custard through a fine-mesh 
sieve set over a medium bowl. Set ramekins 
in a deep baking dish. Fill each ramekin with %2 
cup of the strained mixture. 

6. Place baking dish on middle rack in the 
oven. Add hot tap water to baking dish 

so it comes halfway up the sides of the 


Curly endive salad 
with mustard 
dressing, eg¢ 

and Gruyére 


Makes: 4 servings 

Total time: 25 minutes 

4 large eggs, at room 
temperature 

Ice water 

3 tablespoons red wine 
vinegar 

2 teaspoons Dijon mustard 
1small garlic clove, grated or 
mashed to a paste 

¥%, cup extra-virgin olive oil 
Salt and black pepper 

4 large handfuls tender, pale 
curly endive (from the center 
of 2 medium heads), washed 
and dried 

About 2 ounces Gruyére 

1. Bring a small pot of water to 
a boil over high heat. Add eggs 
(the water should cover them) 
and return to a boil. Adjust 
heat so that the water is ata 
brisk simmer. For a runny yolk, 
cook for 7 minutes; for a gooey 
center, cook for 8 minutes; for 
a Slightly moist center, cook 
for 9 minutes. Meanwhile, 
prepare an ice bath. 
2.Immediately drain eggs 
and plunge into ice water 

to cool. When cool, crack 

and peel eggs. (Eggs can be 
cooked and peeled up to 
several hours in advance, and 
refrigerated.) Roughly chop 
eggs into haphazard slices. 

3. Put vinegar, mustard and 
garlic in a small bowl. Whisk 
with a fork to dissolve. Slowly 
whisk in olive oil to make a 
slightly thick dressing. Season 
to taste with salt and pepper. 
4.Put endive in a low, wide 
salad bowl and sprinkle very 
lightly with salt. Add dressing 
to taste and toss well. Transfer 
greens to individual plates. 
Top with chopped egg. With 

a vegetable peeler, shave thin 
slices of Gruyére over each 
salad. 


Pan-seared pork 
chops with sage, 
dates and parsnips 


Makes: 4 servings 

Total time: 30 minutes, plus 
at least 2 hours of brining 

¥, cup kosher salt (Diamond 
Crystal), plus more for boiling 
2 tablespoons sugar 

1 large thyme sprig 

4 bone-in pork chops, about 
¥%,-inch thick (about 2 pounds) 
2 pounds parsnips, peeled and 
cut into 3-inch sticks 

2 tablespoons olive oil 

4 tablespoons salted butter 
12 large sage leaves 

12 pitted medjool dates, 
halved 

Freshly ground black pepper, 
to taste 

¥2 lemon, plus more to taste 

1. Brine the chops: Put salt 
and sugar in a large bowl. 
Whisk in 4 cups water to 
dissolve. Add thyme sprig 

and pork chops. Cover and 
refrigerate for at least 2 hours 
or up to overnight. When ready 
to cook, remove chops from 
brine and pat dry. Discard 
brine. 

2.Heat oven to 350 degrees. 
Put a large pot of well-salted 
water over high heat. When it 
boils, add parsnips and bring 
to a brisk simmer. Cook until 
parsnips are tender, 8 to 10 
minutes. Drain parsnips and 
keep warm. 

3. Meanwhile, set a large 
skillet over medium-high heat 
and add olive oil. When oil is 
wavy, sear chops until nicely 
browned, about 3 minutes per 
side. (Work in batches if you 
don’t have a large skillet.) 

4. Transfer chops toa 
roasting pan or sheet pan in 
one layer. Bake for 10 to 15 
minutes, until meat is 140 
degrees when probed with an 
instant-read thermometer. 
Remove from oven and let rest 
while you make the sauce. 

5. Wipe out the skillet and 
return to medium-high heat. 
Add butter and let it begin to 
brown. Add sage leaves and 
dates, and let sizzle for about 
a minute. Add pepper and 
lemon juice, and pull off heat. 
Taste, and add more pepper or 
lemon to taste. 

6. To serve, place chops anda 
spoonful of parsnips on warm 
plates. Sooon butter mixture 
over chops and parsnips. 


ramekins. Cover dish tightly with foil and bake 
until custards set, 25 to 30 minutes. Start 
checking at 15 minutes. When done, custards 
should look opaque and just a little wiggly. 
Insert a paring knife into the center of the flan 
to test. The knife should come out clean. 

7. Carefully remove ramekins from water 
bath and let cool to room temperature. Wrap 
and refrigerate for 4 hours or overnight. 

8. To serve, run a small knife around the 
inside edge of each ramekin to loosen the 
flan. Invert a dessert plate over the ramekin, 
then flip plate while securing ramekin. Tap or 
shake ramekin, lift from plate and the flan will 
release. Sooon any remaining caramel around 
flan. Garnish with tangerine segments, if 
desired. 


